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'To the Reverend Doter y 
THEOPHILUS DILLENGHAM, | 


| Maſter of Clankmn-Harii, aches: 
1. Chancellour of the Univerſity 


- + CAMBRIDGE. | 


\ Together, withthe Reſt ofthe Heads of 
1 .CorrieDGs s and STuDznts' 
La that Famous Univertity. 

ALSO/ . 


'Fhe -Worſkipfiill ; 'Sarmel Spaylding, Mayor, and the Kel + "A 
of his Bretheren, | . - 


S 


' Am notunknown to many 'of this moſt flog. * 
riſhing Univerſity , therefore before I ſu 
my Pen to paſs any further, I muſt inthe *Y 
place retura you my moſt humble Thanks . 
for thax Benevolence , which heretofore, my ſelf, - 7 
and ſome other Genelemeas in diſtreſs \receiyed e-N 3 
—_—. | 


The Hardneſs of theſe Times hath confraied: me 
rocontinue my Addrefles, wane therefoy 
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preſented to you Oblervance, I muſt beſeech yow 


7a molt Reverend Divine, and one of your Univerk- 
- *"-ty, Dofor Weſtfells , who not only honoured the 
Univerſity, as the Univerſtty honoured Him, Sue: 
his Lovecothe Town of Cambridge, was particular- 
ly exprefled; in colleCting for the Releit chezeof , 
when in the Year 63 ©. it was viſited, as more ful- 
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aR1TyY are amended always mich as many. Proy- 

ers: as Prayſcs; and without a Reward they area- 

ble ro Crown themſclves on the Tame Account. 

"(Since we areever taught, neyerto beweary of well 

doing ) I muſt beſeech you te pardon the Boldnels , 

- andioacceptof thele Addreſſes, of him,whopray- 

'eth for Your Health and Happineſs, according to- 

the Qbligation of his Duty , and who vvillever- 
morcRemain, i 


en Ids 


Devoted Servant, : : 
| THoM&s GIBBS. 
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to grace with your Acceptance . thatis, the Work of 


ly may appeare in the Booke it ſelfe : Workes of 


Your moſt Humble , and: 
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Sn very prone toevill, 
| Bf having a ſpring of natu- 
A rall corruption_1n him, 
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RY which being(as'it mere) 


[pumped out by example; the ſtream 


rans more/vtolently;”! All the Kings 
of ſr ael (for [ought Lacad) were bad 


enough: but 'many-oftheny are no- 


toriouſly; branded for this eſpecaally, 
their imitation: of n— tho fon 
of Ntbat-. 


leihath; been fatd, that his our: 


Nation! ts: very, prone to, imitate 0- 
£11 thers | 
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Tchers : and itis to be feared, that, ay 


p | 
gether with their exotick Rolerics, 


wee are guilty: of many of their proſs 
enormitites. However, it will cer- 
tainly hold between Iſrael and Eng- 
land, (as will appeare, in the enſuing 
Diſcourſe.) Our mercies have not 
been inferiour to theirs : Our ſinnes 
have, if not out-vied, yet,at the leaſt, 
runne parallel with theirs, And for 
our muſeries, ſad CXPCriCnce iS More 
then a ſilent teſtimony. 

The former ſubje& ofthis Book, 
though it be, for the molt part, ſad : 
treating of Sinkes and ri rabies, ;| 
yet the wiſedome, and {weetneſle of 
the reverend Aathour hath brought 
honey out of the Lion. 

For the latter part, Concerning 
communicating to the neceſsity of 
the Saints, the practiſe of this wor- 
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thy. 1nan' was a patterne, even to d ad- 
miration. 2 
The moſt of theſe POE: 4 were 
preached at High-gate :; which, n-: 
deed, was highly exalted by the pain-| 


full preaching of this: Miniſter of 
Chriſt. And I wiſh that our!Savi- 


| that wert waned lo "y A ſpace wiels 


ours prediction of Capernaum, and 
David: wiſh to the Mountaines' of 
Gilboa, may be ever ſpiritually, and 
literally far from it. 

And thou, VVcarfanadaPraces) 
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the heavenly drops of- this worthy 
VV EST FIELD, as formerly, 
by the bloud of ſo many couragious 
Martyrs , who weekely ſuffered in 
thee, having beene thus honoured, 
become not like the beaſts (in thee) 
that periſh. 

And, if there be any that had rela- 


tiqn, 


7s 


__ _ The Epiſtle, oe 


| bleſsing,, may purchaſe them com- 


lation to him, who, like wanton: chil- 
dren, trifled out the time, while this 
reſplendent taper was wm and ſhi- 
ning ; let them, at leaſt, make uſe of 
this inch of light : which, with Gods 


modities for eternity. 

In honour of his memoriall, and 
for the furtherance of all that will 
make uſe of this help, 1 have erected 
this his owne pillar upon his grave: 
By which, oF 


that both you and | may be edified, 


| 


is the deſire of 
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the like advantages, |, 


ed Aaronthe faint of God. 
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| 
| | Psar.106.19,20. &c. 


They made a calfe in Horeb, and worſhipped the 


( malten Image. 


' Thus they changed their glarie into the Ss 


of an Oxe, Wc, 


On have in this Plalme 
Ws ſinnes of this people ſet down. 
Sy In the three former verſes there 
»| is the mutiny of (orah and 4bi- 
SES 749 againſt Moſes, and of two 
hundred and fiftie men with Corb, they cnvi- 


| "Ini theſe verſes you have another finne of 
this people, a fearfull one, the finne: of 1dolatry. 
There be ſome fins of an high nature, 


God, as, Arbeiſmie, Profnelſ Ldatry; &s: 


| 


wee reckon the ſinnes that be diredtly againſt 


There 
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There be ſome finnes diredly againſt na-) 
cure ; as, Sodomy, beſtiality, inceſtuous pollution, Ge. 
Some are direQly againſt humane ſociety ; 

as, rapes, murder oppreſsion, effuſion of innocent bloud, 
wc. Now, Lelatry is of the firſt kinde, and of 
the worlt. Tertullian, excellently, me thinkes, 
ſaith , that olatry containes- under it- omnes| 
ſpecies peceati , all kinds of finne. There is rrea-| 
lon in Idolatry ; the Holater lers up a new God,! 
as the Traytor ſets up a new King. There is 
falſhood , and lying in 1delatry : for an [doll is! 
the doGtor and teacher of lyes, Habak.2.18. There' 
is theft in it : for what greater robberie then to; 
rob God of his glory? There is whoredomin it, 
itis oft in Scripture called by rhatname; it is ſpi- 
rituall whoredome. . How ofc have I read that 
phraſe of men gomg a whoring after another God ? 
Well, mark the Text; obſerve three things here: 
Firſt, the Ndol{after which they went a who- 
riag: Iris called inthe firſt verſe of my Text, 
aCalfe. In the ſecond verſe, an Oxe. A young 
Oxe, a young bullocke, a young heifer of three 
yeares old, | have obſerved in the Ecriptureto 
be called by the name of a calfe. And, it wasmot 
a living young calfe,or, a living young bullocke : 
but, ia the. former yerle, it is called, the molten L | 
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[the whole Text, 1 may not thinke to goe over 
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(3) 


mage of a calfe. In the ſecond verſe, the ſamilitude 
of an oxe. -That was their Idoll. 

. Secondly, conſider the work of this people 
about thar 7doll ; their ſin, in three 

Firſt, they made it, They made a caſein Hareb. 

Secondly, they worſhipped i it, They worſhip- 
ped the molten Image. 

Thirdly, They changed their glory into the fail 
tude of it. - 

The marke further, the cauſe of: this finme, 
the root from whence it did ſpring; Itfprung 
from a forgetfulnes of God, that God that was' 
their Saviour. They forgat ' God their Saviour. 
Andthen from a forgettulneſle of thoſe works 
of God, and —_ were, 


Firſt magna , bias 

Then mirabilia "walk bo workes. 
And then terribilia , terrible | 

They ftorgar God their Saviour, chathad done 

great Workes for them in the land of Foypt, 

woudrous workes in the land of Ham, terrible 

workes by the red ſea. This is the ſummeof 


all theſe at one time it is a point that would| 
noteafily be paſſed over. There are.a Fans 
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| Wane Us to: Liolatry, it were good: out heans. 
were ſtabliſhed againſt it. I will goe as farre as 
the time will give leave. 

I begin firſt withthe Moll, it was a calfe, or, a 
Young bullocke. | 

| God forbids any Image to be madeto the uſe 
of Religion, of any thing m heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth. God 
ſpecifieth all thoſe places, becauſe there is hone 
of thoſe places, neither heaven: above, nor the: 
earth beneath, nor the waters under theearth, 
but this fooliſh vaine heart of man hath found 
out ſomething to deihe, to make a god of. 
. Some have worſhipped the Sun, Moon, and 


| Stars, the Hoſt of heaven; glorious creatures, 


but yer ſuck creatures as God made to ſerve 
man, and not man to ſervethem. Some of the 
Gentiles did worſhip men like themſelves. 
Some four-footed beaſts.Some creeping things 
of the earth. That ſame Dagon, that you read of 
inthe Scripture, had the head of a man, but the 


lower parts of it were like a fiſh.Notto tire you 


wich reckoning up particular vanities in this 
kind, heare what the Apoſtle ſaith of the Gen- 
tiles, Becauſe when they knew God, they glorified bim 


| 


tas God,but were unthankfull,their fooliſh beart being 


filled 
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| the creature more than the Creatar(laith the Apoſtle) 


| Writers, that chepall learned this kinde. of: {or- 
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prairpyr marke thar Niraſori hebocks 
is heck )oke ply of che vicurupile Gd, tothe |E. 
mage, aud ſimilitude of ctrruptiole man, and of birds, 


and beafts,and =w 
the ad for fl be raping hag, ng 


who is bleſſed for ever, Rom.1.21, - 
A Queſtion may be made here, why this 
people; fioce they will needs worlhip ds: | 
der xforme; would chooſe this' forme £ why 
a calfe 2? ' why a young bullock ? 

Itis goed upon by all: hands, old; and new 


>a in Egypt : Egypt was the mother of 1dolatiy, 
ſo Feremee calls it; Though all peaple wnder beaven 
had Aakryes waies , yer n people had ore cor 
rupted their waies m.this kede then Egypt : quia te- 
ſeit qualia demens Aigyptus *'vwho knowes. not 
whar baſe abominarions, what dung-hill 96s 
the Eoyptiaus worthip: * 

deitiounder the forme of a/ Crotodde. hes 
deitic under the forme of Icdnewnon, arat of N;- 
lus.” Another under the fornie.of Thi and they 


had more'dung-hill godsthen MO” 


| 
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andlrekiincheirgardens.0/anftur,ooe. The hea: 
theh could (coffe arthis foolery,tharrhey ſhould 
have deities growingin theirgardens. But,. of 
dl rhe gods theywoorſhkipped, the greateſt; thieir 
great pod; was-4pis,'or Serpis ; they\worſhip- 
ped himunderthe {imilitudeor form ofa young 


and (uch white: ſpots-upon him... ; 1 +121 
Would you know from whence ? Let mie 
trouble you a while. 4pis; a King ot another 
country, ina. famine relieved Hoypt, Aleximarig 
eſpecially ;:vhenhee vas dead,they made him 


|a god, and decreeddivine honour to be given 
[him |; :chen'rhey; mult wordiap hom under a 


fotrhe. They chinkof the benefir'they had by 4. 
pis:'"rhey had their. corne bythe nillige of the 
ground, by the labour of the Oxe and they yvill 


| worſhip chisgreatgod pftheirs under zhe form 


of a pyed Oxe, aryowng pyed Butlock. | 

+1: This people had ſeenthis_Idolarrous ſervice 

in Zgypt,and now they.did not-more long after 

Hpyptian food, chen after chis Egyptian 'god. 
| pray marke what Saint Stephen ſaith of this 

people, 4857.39. In their hearts (quoth hee) they 

cy ned againe"into- Egypt : Saying, Make us a calfe, 


 nake- 45 ods to goe before 195, | Iri theit- hearts they 
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[1140.1 ſay, hee that: would take heed of 1dola- 
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cornedifico.Fe1js; hoherileymequired ws ztwinn)| 
fuch. aworthny as" a The ching Loblerve | 


from it, is this, (CG 
[1 Tt ican eafie uttnſicnium drawn: Uwopic: 
Fice of that-Ldolatry, that they havebeen a to} 


ſee prafliſed m thoſe places tht they have a os. time 
lived m:. 

Hee that would take beed of Lldary, jertiia 
take heed of Egypt : the very aire of Egypt ( as | 
may..ſo ſay ): is. infetious -in this kind. See 
here, they had feem theworſhip of a young bul- 
lockein Egypt, and: they "huſk WL buck. I 
pray remember Feroboam the ſonne of Nebat, 
that, made Tfrael to: inne: How: did-hee make 
then ſione 2 Hee-fetup'twwo: calves \ they ſer up 
one; hee ſet up ewo, one at Dan, another at Be- 
= ' Wheredid hee learne that? Sm a 
ini/Zeyptcoo ? yes;helivediin. 

hee fled thicher fare of: PR Far when =_ 
perceived. that Solomon ;ſought his life, bee went and 
dwelt with Shiſhak King of Egyptf#and was with bim 
(faith the Tex)! rll the death ,; Solomon;2 Kings 


try, let him take heed hoy hee lives in Eeypt. 
The local. ſeat af: ritichrift\(and vwhar ſear 


|Obſerv. 


can that be but Rome32!) is called in the Reve- + 
| «lations | 
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: ogyptin regard ot her 1dolatry.. 


ſame manners, the fame Religion , nor the 


ever Parems had need-to bidfe their children, 


latimts by three names: It is called Egypr;Rev.n.8; 


Ic is called Sodome in the {ſame verde. [tis called} 


Babylon, in many places of the Revelations. It is 


| called Babyla: it regard of her crucltie.| Ic is cal- 


led Sodome, in regard of her filchineſſe: and E- 


Itis a hard matter for a man to live in Zeypr, 


and not to taſte, and favour ſomewhar of the L 


dolatty of Egypt. Wee had ſomerime, in England, 
a proverb. about going to Rome : They ſaid, A 
man that went the firſt:time to Rome, he went to ſee a] 
wicked man there ; Fdee that ivent the fetond time to 
Rome, went-to be acquemted with that wicked man 
there ;i Hee that went thethird tone, brogght him hane 
with bim. | How: many have vvre feentand iris 
pitictoſce (o -_ of our Nobilitie _ Gen- 

to th a1 parts, and returne 
ham e: bur Sy LOA bring home the 


fame (oules they carried out with them. 

. Tſaxc had beltowed ig Geidgupon fan, 
his younger: lon ; you knowtheftory, Gen.27, 
But, vwwhen T/axc ſent his fonne Farob ro Padan- 
4ram, though hee had bleſſed him before, the 
Scripture laith , hee bleſſed. ban againe, Gen.28.. 1f 
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'they had need to bleſſerhem, and bleſſerhem a- 
gaine, when they ſend them to travell tothoſe 
torraine parts. Can a man bein a mill where 
| much corne is ground, and have no badge of it 
upon his clothes ? Can liquor betunned up in 
a muſtie veſſel, and not taſte of the cask ? Can a 
man live in Ethiopia, and his face not be diſco- 
loured ? Marke, in verſe 35. of this Palme I 
havenow in hand, lt is ſaid there, The people were 
mingled among the heathen, and what came of it ? 


They learned their workes. It is a hard matter for a 
man to be much converſant with olaters, and 


not learn 1dolatry. Itis a hard matterfor a manto 


| be much converſant with common drunkards, 


that ſir in the ſeat of the ſcornfull | and not 
to learn to ſcoffe. It is a hard matter for a man 


to live among blaſphemers and ſvyearers, and 
not learn to ſweare.0, Wo u me (laith David) that 
I am conſtramed to dwell at Meſhek. Brethren, if by 
any meanes, by pa or all holy endeavours, 
you can keep your (elves from the wo of living 


a miſcrable condition to live among idola- 
trous or wicked perſons. 


and not learn to drink. It is a hard matter for 
a man to be a common companion with them | 


at Meſhek among Idolaters, labour to doe it: it is| 
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| mong Tddlaters , then learne , and remember 


. | Joſeph lived in the Court. of Pharaoh, and|' 


| 


{learned to make itin Epype. 


But,if divine providence ſhall neceſlarily caſt 
you upon Meſhek, and Egypt ; if it ſtand with 
the good will and pleaſure of God,and there be 
no remedie, but the cords of your tabernacles 
muſt be faftned among the tents of Kedar, a- 


how Nah lived inthe old world : hee walked 
with God, when all the world walked from | 
him.Remember how Lot lived in Sadome. how 


Obadiah in the Court of Ahab, and Daniel in 
the Court of Babylm. Remember how the 
Saints lived in Neros bouſhold,Phil.4.22.Remem- | 
ber a'Church that held the Name of God, and 
denied not the Faith, that lived in ſuch a place 
where Satans throne was. T he fiſh keepes the | 
freſh taſte, though it live in ſalt-water. A Myrtle | 
loſerh not the nature; it is a Myrtle ſtill.though | 
it grow in the midlt of netles. | 
Ir is a foule ſhametolive among good men, 
ir-good places,8& not be good: but it is an high 
commendation to live among evill men, in e- 
vill places, and not. be ill, Thus much ſhall ſufs 
fice concerning the 1doll: It wwas a calfe,and they | 


I come now to their worke, the making of 
It. 
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it. They made a calfe in Horeb. There are three 
circumſtances in that making of it. . 
Firſt, who were they that made it?They made it. 
Secondly,vwyhere did they make it ? In Eboreb. 
Thirdly,of what did they make'it? Thar my 
Text ſpeakes not of here, but' wee muſt cake ir 
[our ike ſtory. It was of the golden eare-rings 
that Aaron tooke out of the eares-of the men and 
women, of their ſonnes,and daughrers;and of 
that they made a calfe. They made a calfe in Horeb. 
For the firſt, the perſons that made it : They 


[made it. The Hebrewes, the Jewes , would ve- | 


ry faine put this from themſelves , they fay that 
there were ſome Egyptians that were mingled a- 
mong them ; and indeed, wee reade tha there 
came out'a great mulcitude, a mixed confuſed 
_—_— came out-of Eeypt: but they were not 
theſe only that madethe calf, the Iſraelites themn- 
ſelves made it too; They made it. Yet, I doe not 
chinke that all of them hada handin making of 
it : I make noqueſtion, but ſome of them hated 
this calfe with a perfe&t hatred, and them thar 
made 1r,& them that worſhippedir: they vere 
bur ſome of the people that made it. - Harke 


fome of them were 1dolaters, 1 Corinthao.z,' Bur | 


| 


pop the Apoſtle ſaich, Let 4 not be Idolaters, as 
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(i) | 

ſore of them were 1dolaters; yea, a great com- 
pany of them were 1dolaters. They made the 
calfe. 
q E hovy can it be ſaid they made it ? for, if 
you look inthe ſtory, wee ſhall finde that Aaron 
made it ? Aaron threw their gold into the for- 
nace. Aaron poliſhed the calfe. Aaron (et up an; 
Altar. Aaron proclaimed an holy day : Tomorrow 
ſhallbe an holy day untothe Lord. It was Aaron that 
made it; why is it not ſaid, that Aaron made the 
calfe in Fboreb, but, They made the calfe ? 

Marke thoſe words, where this ſtorie is ſer 
dowwne, Exad.z2.verle wlt. Ic is ſaid there, that 
God d the for their ſine, in making the 
calfe - er Li a Marke, God lamues the 
people for their finne in making the calfe that 
Aaron made. So.the people, and Aaron beth 
made ir: the people firſt; They mede-i4. Take theſe 
A man may have a hand, hee may have fellowſhip 
in the unfruatful workes of darkueſſe, manty wates : 

It is the uſuall phraſc of Scripture : 1.A- man 
is aid to docthartthat he doth not himſelf, but 
another man, if he command it; that ate 
So David ſlew Uriah the Ffittite with the fward, bes 


cauſe 
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cauſe bee commanded hm to be ſet in the Army Where | 
he might be ſlaine with the ſword of the Children of 
Ammon. 

Secondly, a man may be ſaid to doe thatthat 
another man doth, if hee doe counſell, and per. 
{wadeto it, and entice, and folicite to ir. 'Thus 
the High-Prieſts, and the Scribes, and Phariſees, 
are ſaid with their wicked hands to rake Chrift, 
and to crucifie him, and to hang bum on a tree. They 
with- their wicked hands did not doe it, but 
they perſwaded Pilate to doe it with-much im- 
portunity : therefore they did it. | 

Thirdly , a man may be ſaid ro doe thar 
that another man doth, 1f hee occaſion the do- 
ing of it. Ic is ſaid of Judas, that hee purchaſed a 
field, AQts 1. ver.18. This man purchaſed a field. 
Judas did not purchale it ; bur Judas, by return- | 
ing the money to the treaſury again for which 
he fold Chriſt, gave them occaſion to purchaſe 
ir : therefore this man purchaſed the field, 

Fourthly, a man may be {aid to doe that char 
another man doth, if he doe not hinder the do- 
ing of it, if he ought, and might hinderit. The: 
men of Tyrus came upon the Sabbathday,and 
ſold wares in Jeruſalem : Nehemiah, that good 
goyernour,hee goes to the Rulers ——_— | 
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| and ſaith; What is this that you doe, and breake the 
Sabbath ? Nehem 13. They brake it, becauſe 

they ſhould haye hindred the breaking ofir, 
and did it not. 
Wee have ſinnes enough, and too many of} 
our own to anſwer for , wee need not an wer 
tor the fins of others : yer, wee ſhall anſwer for 
the ſins of others too, for all thoſe ſinnes that, 
| other men havecommirted, if either wee {| 
| 


Command ? 

Counſel | them. 
Occaſion 

Or not hinder } | 


Aaron made the calfe : but yet they made it, be- 
cauſe chey would have him make it. We 
Aaron made it. Ir is a thing to be conſidered} 

a little. Whether did Aaron (inne in making this | 
calfe, or no ? Did Aaron well in yielding to the 
people in making this calfe ? Tantum Sacerdotem | 
condemnare non audemus, Exc, laith S. Ambroſe, We 
dare not condemne ſo great an High-Prieſt;and 
we cannot tell how to juſtifie, and excuſe him : 
yer ſome, in former time, and one of late dayes, 
in our time( but a Papiſt) hath wwricten a book, 
Munfius, de A&RONE purgato, of Aaron purged : 
Hee will free Aaron from all manner of {ane | 
in 
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6 Lamas i HIK -.- 
in making of this calfe,; bur it. will not be: | 
Should he purge him with Nitre , and with 
Fullers ſope ſeven times over, hee could not doe 
it, Ice & Fathers are wondrous carcfull in 
extenuating this ſin ; and we may doe that, ex-| 
cuſe it we cannot : we muſt needs acknow- 
leoge ic very great fin in this High-Prieſt. 

iſt ofall, ſay they, the people would have 


him doe it, hee would not have done it elle. 


vigilant and have looked better to his go. 


|eicher by the Miniſters, or by the Magiſtrates , 


REES ITY "4 


Well, be ic ſo :hee was nov a Governour 
lefr under Moſes , hee ſhould have been more 


vernment. The permiſsion of an evill , * 
is As great an evill as the commilsion of it. Woe 
cothat people that are humoured in their ſins, 


the one ſhould check them, the other ſhould 
punuſh them : bur, woe to the people thar are 
humoured in them. | 
But then you will ſay, This people was ſet up. | 
on 2 miſchief, they would have ir,there would | 
be no remedie : Indeed Aaron told Moſes ſo. | 
Ic is true, they were ſo :Bethey ſo; Aaron 
{hould have been more vigilant, more couragj- 
ous, more reſolute in his governmentto with 


, 

' 

| 
\ 


ltand them, 
But 
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Bur they were importunare, and clamorous , 
they would never give Aaron over till hee had 
done it. 
| | Beit lo: yet, this importunity of theirs, 
though it may extenuare the faulr,cannor excuſe 


may excule it 4 tanto, but not a toto ; it may qua- 
lifie it ſomewhar, bur it cannot juſtifie it. 

But , ſay they, ic is likely the people would 
haveſtoned him if hee had not done it. _ - 

[c is ike enough ſo; they were ready enough 
| ro take up ſtones; they did it to Moſes : but grant 
| it, Aaron ſhould have choſen rather to have died 
- |athouſand deaths, then to ſuffer God almightie 
to be ſo diſhonoured. Wee know what lome 
laid afterwards in the like cale , Know, O King, 
that our God ts able to deliver us from the fiery for- 
nace ; if not, wee will not worſhip thine Image. 

There is no queſtion, Aaron cannot be excu- 
ſed in this finne. You may truly ſay thus farre 

for Aaron, that that hee did, hee did it out of 
feare,and our of weakneſle,and our of Puſillan- 
imity; hee durſtnot diſpleaſe the people; he did 
it out of feare, and frailtie. But take the {1nne in 
it ſelfe, O it is a fearefull ſinne in it's ovyne na- 
ture, Look in Deut.9.20. and you ſhall finde 


it. Or, if you will ſay,- it may excuſe it : it 


| 


| 
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| bi pphencs with' Aaron for is finne: nay hee ; 
| was very angry With him-forhis fiane ;! yea, 
 (Ganygry, and /veryangty; thardiewboonttbave 
deſtroyed hitn : had not Miſes 'rnale incetceſsi- 
on for him, he had deſtroyed him, Now the 
atiger of God is not wont to:come like fire; to, 
flanie out againſt his ſervants,but upowmightie | 
provocations.. ' Surely God 'was provoked|. 
mightily againſt Aaron, that hee vwyould have de- 
ftroyed kirn, had noe Me es' made intercefsion. 
There is no excuſe of it.” 6 5 
But then (This is a point of ſome ule, let me 
1 a from it: thas') Why did noe:God-ſo 
iſh chis ſervant of his, that hee 'mightnor 
fall into ſach a ſinne as this > The Apoſtle ſarth, 
God i faithfull; and hee is able to tablijh you, aud to 
| deliver you from all evill, 2 Theſſ.3.3: The Apoltle 
aſfures himſelfe, God will deliver mee from every &- 
vill worke, and will preſerve mee to bis heavenly king- 
domt + and many luch like places. God was able 
tocſtabliſh/ Aaron, ſo' that hee ſhould not bave 
 eondeſcended out of weakneſſeto this requeſt| | 
of theirs. : | | 
' Tel8trac: butir pleaſed Godto leave 4ararto 
'hiniſelfe, hee would ſuffer him to fall; and you 
-- 5 RL may 
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|; w4 thinkechat God hath ſome goo cads.jn 


|{innes of che people, but for his owne finnes,, 


{ ner reconcile another ſinner to God ? It cannot 


it. God, being;a good God, would not ſuffer 
exill to be in. the world, bucthat hee knowes 


howto orderthat eyill to ſome ſuperioureyenr 
that-is. good; Surely, there was {ome ſpeciall 
end-why God faffered Aaron to fall into fach a 
kearefull/ſinae as this. Iovll tell you what] 
CONceWwGr Ot 
» Thefirſt was this, toſhew that the Laviical 
Prieft-bood! of the: old Law. was im perfect, 
How:conld the Prieſtofthe:.0)d Law: 
reconcile a poore {inner toGod, ſince hee wvas 
a inner bimlelfe * Looke in Heb.7. and you | 
ſhall fee there, the Apoſtle: ſhewyes the differ- | 
ence betyeen/our Lord Telus Chrift, the High- 
Pricft 6f.che New Teſtament, and the Prieſts 
ofthe Qld Teſtament, Verſe 27.The Prieſt of the 
Old Teſtament ſtood in need to offer for his awne ſames 
fu 9 then for the ſunies of the people. The Prieſt 
the old Law was not only to offer for the 


yea, firſt for his owne innes, and then for the 
ſinnesof the people. Now, how ſhall one fin- 


be : therefore, ſaith our Apoſtiethere, yerle 26. 
Jt became our High-Prieft to be another manner of | 
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ſomers, and made bioher then the hexvens. That Os 


reafor, to ſhew thatthe Prieſt-hood-of the old 
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"Alccond reaſon why God permitted him to 
fall; was, that in fo geen dignity as Aaron was 
now aſsigned to, in {o great aplace as thehigh- 
Prieſthood, Aaron might learne to walk hum- 
bly with kis God. There is nothing that will 
beat dovvne a child of God more inthe ſighe 
of his owne eyes, then the ſight of his owne 
corruprions, and the conſcience of his owne 
7 aranperen Solomon tells us, that All the af- 
jons that God ſends a man imder the fun, are to 
him: And all that is too little. God is faine 
ſometimes to let corruptions looſe in his chil- 


dren, to ſuffer his 6vwneechildren many times 
have many a fearcfull ct, and combate, 


h 
and Meſſenger of Satanto buffer them, a pricke- 


at, there being ſuch a Jebuſt 


Law cotild not” perfectly reconcile miett to | 


inthe fleſh to moleſt them ; hee ſuffers them ro | 
he Fran yer erpolls in the fleſh, tothe 

tent th te in the | 
land; fiich an enemy in our own bowels, fach | 


ia otnicin our eyes, ſuch prickes'in our ſides, | 
ie proud heart may never finde time to/fit, and-| 
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Tblelle i he in 


| —_— not faltinto Pride. 


be (4 ori grace, wherewir 
God hath honoure 1 

Nay, herc is not all, God doth not only ſuf. 
fer corcuptions to grow and to rule in hischil-| 
dren,that he may humble them : Bur, God ſome- | 


time - permitts_his childrento fall into Tame: oxeat ſunne, | 


that they Moy wot fall into Pride, faith Saint, Auitine. 
E577 :It inke i ic profitable for| 
chEchildren of God ſometimes nets gre 46 6 4 

From. falling inco Pride. 4s a Phyſician, 
carer Conyullion, hee doth 
what hee can to procure an Ague: ſo God, to 


cure Pride (that ____— fin in his children) 


many times ſuffers them to, fall into other fins, 
though they be fearfull in themſelves, that they| | 


- When men grow-proud of any gift ar grace 
that God hath honoured them with; A man (as 
Gregorie ſpeakes ) makes a ſore of a ſave: There- 
fore God ſuffers them to fall into other ſinnes, 
that ſo he may make a ſalye of a ſore; that , R 
when a man hath been wounded by his owne: 
vertues, hee may-be healed by his owne vices : 
Thar is the ſecond reaſon. (216k yup 

Thirgly,God ſuffered him to fall, I Cre | 
for this; - to teach Aaton to looke compalcionate ot 
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1}, being x Pricſt, upon == ore: {inners, .con- 

Hemi himſelte. Remember the yori 
preceprt, Galat.6; Brethren, if any of you be overta- 
ken with a fault, you that are ſpiritual. (yea, xrhey 
eſpecially , whole Fun&tion and Miniſtery 1s 
ſpirituall) you that are ſþirituall, reFtore ſuch a man 
with the ſpirit of. meekneſſe, reſtore him againe; the 
Greek word-1s, ſet him in joynt  againe : Doe you 
ſee him out of joynt ? handle him gently,as you 
doea bone thar-is out, ſet: him in joynt againe: 
with theſpirir of meekneſſe : Why ? (onfidering 
thy ſelfe, left thou alſo be tempted. That good Fa- 
ther, that heard tell ofthefall of his brother , 
hee cried out, Alas ! bee fell today,and I may fall to 
morrov. O-Confider thy felfe, either thou art 


tempted, as that man was, The Lord.would 
have Aaron to fall , chat hee mightlook with 
an eycof 100.upon finners. 


tempted, or haſt been tempted, or mayeſt be | 


Then, laſtly, Ir plealed God to ſuffer him to 
fall this, that: hee might bea warning to us : 
Ouomods tener Agns, &C, Alas: tow ſhalthe' 
tender Lamb doc, when the Bell-wether ofthe 
flock is thus — It Aazonthe ſaiut of the 
Eard (as hee is called in thisPlalme)-arnan fo 
familiarly acquainted with Gd, and divinevi- 


fions, 
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fions, and a man that had been ſopowerfull 
with Moſes in working miracles ; a man that 
approached ſo near to God, a man ſo long con» 
verlant with God, a man that had gone of ſo. 
many errands of God, as hee did wich Moſes to 
Pharaoh : If ſo holy, and ſo greata manas hee, 
fell into ſo great a finneas this ; then let us learn 
bh Worke out our ſalvation with feare and trembling. 
Hole Firr-tree (faich the Prophet) when the Ce- 
dar fals. Be not bigh-minded, but feare. Ic is the uſe 
weeareto mak of ir. So:much for rhe firſt cir-| 
cumſtance, | 
The ſecond, circumſtance is , Where they 
made this calfe. In Horeb. There ranall along 
in Arabia, a ridge of mountaines ; it was but one | 
mountain, bur there were two great tops of it 
| Sinai was one,and Hareb was the otherand you! 
ſhall finde chem ſomerime called by. the one 
name, and ſometimes by the other : ſometimes 
the whole mountaine is called by the name of 
Sinai, fomerimes all the mountaine is called by 
the name of Horeb , ſometime by the one 
top, ſomctime by the other. Now, this is a 
thing to be obſerved; they were not gone yet 
from Heb, che lawy was given in Sinai buea 
licele before, where the Lord charged them os 
0 


ne 
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were but ar the foot of the hill, and had not 
tarried there much above a month after the law 
was giyen ; they ſavy mount Sizai beforethem, 
that -was 4he higher top, and they could not 
but remember how mount Simei was all on a 
{moaking fire and flame, and with whar ear- 
neſtnefſe God had charged them , Thou ſhalt not 
make any familitude of mee : they were not yet 
gone altogether from the mountaine , they 
were yet in Zoreb;and yet,you lee,as it is ver.13. 
They made haite, and forga God, and fell to this fume: 
ſo faith God to Moſes, Goe, get theedmone ; this 
people are quickly gone ont of the way,Exod 32.7.You 
may ſec itin this. I ſtand not upon that point. 
The third circumſtance is, Whereof did they 
make this calfe * They made it of their golden 
care-rings, Pull off the ear-rings (faith he) | 


and give them to mee. No doubt of it, burthe ler- | 
vant of God, 4zron,vwould faine by this have di-/ 
verted them from making them a Galfe: Hee 
would faine have turned them from it, if hee | 
could: Hee knew thatall thoſe people 0 baſe 
Eafterne parts were much delighted IN -Of» 
naments, in care-rings : they lay, m_— 

| 


wor viake an Image tome ; they | © 


from your Wives, and your ſounes, and your Daughters, 
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them uſually there co this day. ' And ſuppo 

hee aberp.2 ark the men to be nies 
part with their ornaments out of their cares, 
yet he thought it impolsible to get the women 
ro part with theirs. What ? for a, woman to 
part with her jewels , and ornaments ! This 
ſeems a thing impoſsible :. You ſee they are 


chem, pinch their bellies , that they may lay 
ſomewhat more upon their backes: We know 
there are many that had rather their bellies 
ſhould want ſufficient ſuſtenance, then their 
backes a ſuperfluous ornament. You ſee what 
a hard matter it is to get women to leavean 


carrie about with them, bur, to leave their jevy- 
els, to part with their ornaments, hee never 
chought they would doe it, though the men 
might part from theirs : yet they all do, both 
men and women. Wee may. obſerve how caſt. 
ly men and women. will part with any thing 
to maintaine 1dolatry. not (090-1 

I cannottell, whether it be (as that Father i- 
magined) the pride of our hearts, that vvee are 
in love with the workes of our owne hands, 
with the devices of our owne braine, with the 


ſo deſirous of them, they will, many of 


| 


| 


idle inſtrument, or a bagge of vanity that they | 


| iavention 


———— 
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| compared to whoredome : You ſee, a whore- 
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invention of our own ſpirits ; that becauſe they 
| are our. own, we like them : Or, whether it be 
the vigilancy of the divell , that roaring lon, that 
| g0es about ſeeking Whom he may devoure; or what 


elſe is the cauſe, I know not : but this I know, |. | 


men are more Willing to part with any thing 


to an Idoll, co a ſuperſtitious worſhip, then to! / 


the true worſhip and ſervice of God. 
And for this cauſe , Idolatry may fitly be 


monger will be pinching and ſparing enough 
to his wife and children at home, bur he cares 
not how expenſive, and exceſsive, and laviſh 
hebeupon his whores abroad : Thus it is in 
ſpirituall whoredome ,; men are never ſo nig- 


| 


| are content, with the Wiſe men, to take a great 


journey to ſee Chrift : peradventure they are 
| E 


P 


gardly as in the worſhip of God , but they are 
content to part with any thing for the main- 
caining of Idolatry. This forwardnefle of this 
people, even to pull their very care-rings out of 
their cares, to beſtowy upon an Idoll, ic will riſe 
up and condemne us , that are not willing to 
pull any thing out of our purſes,to the weadkip 
and ſervice of God, 

Many men , in this liberall age we live in, 


content 
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content to falldowne and worſhip him , bar 
they are not willing, with thoſe Wile-men, to 

open their treaſures. Speake to them of 0. 

pening their treaſures , whether for works of 
piety to God, or of charity to men , then they 

fand at it, as Naaman the Aſſyrian, Nay the Lord 
be mercifull to me for that. Brechren, I could ſpeak 

a great deale more to this purpoſe, but I am 

loath totrouble you. 

Then,bchdes, I knowy how unneceſlary this 
is in this place. I have had manyatime here, 
rwice eſpecially, a plencifull experience of your 
forwardneſic. I have ſeenc how your hearts 
have beene enlarged in towards the en- 
larging of this place ; towards the maimtenance 
of the Miniſtery , and ſervice of God in this 
place. I need not ſpeake of that now. 

Burt yet I will exhort you now to a worke 
of charity. Do you remember the Briefe chat 
was read eyen now, for that poore towne of 
Cambridge ? Me thought your hearts did even 
yearne within you with pity and compaſlsion, 
to heare of almoſt 3000. poore diſtre(k 


plague in 
Cambridge. 


ſoules, 
br intothis extreame milcry, through the 
hand of * God. Brethren, I need {ay no 
more ; Ibeſccch you giveus, that are your {er- 
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vants in Ps ere in the worke ofthe 
Miniftery , the one fide, and ofthe 
other, ve areall brought up in the Univerſities) 
[ pray give us leave to repaire to your houſes, 


of love, any fellowſhip of the Spirit ; any communion of 
Samts, any bowels, any mercy, fulfill our joy in this, 1 
beſeech you beſtow ſuch'a bleſsing upon that 
poore Towne, and the poore Inhabirants, that 
« [they may be occaſtoned, and we for them , to 
efle you again, and pray to God, to re- 
ſore that which youſhall give,in the 
riches of grace here, and of 
glory hereafter. 


and, If there be any conſolation of Chriſt, any comfort 
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Ps AL. 106.19,20. 


They made a calfe in Foreb , and worſhipped the mal- 
teu Image,Coc. 


> Began to handle theſe words the 
Wl laſt Lords day. There are three 
Fall things inthem, 
| Firſt, the Idoll, acalfe, or young 
Oxe, or Bullock. 


Firſt, in making of it. 
Then, in =" ale of it. 
And then, in changing their glory into the 
ſimilicude of it. 

They made a calfe in Horeb, 

They worſhipped the molten Image. 

They changed their glory,&c. bY 
The third thing is the roote of this lin , the 


Secondly,their ſin in this calfe, in three things: | 
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| | canſe of it, whence it giew ;- it grevy from for- 
| getfulneſle of God and his works. = 
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The God they = was their Saviour, 
The works they forgat were, 
Firſt, great 
Secondly, wonderfull >works. 
Thirdly, terrible 


They forgat God their Saviour, that had done great 


| things for them in Egypt , wondrous things in the land 


of Ham, terrible things by the Red ſea. 

Of the Idoll I have ſpoken;and of their fart 
work in making of it, wherein I conſidred 
three circumſtances, 

Firſt, who made it. 


| - Secondly, where they made ix. 


Thirdly, of what they made it. 

I now go on to the ſecond thing, 
They worſhipped the molten Image, 

This was the end for which they would 
have it made, and ſo conſequently, they turned 
theglory of God into this ſimilitude : Here was 
their fin ; which was not ſomuch in maki 
of it , they might have made it without ſinne ; 
but to make it, to that end, to worſhip it , this 
wasabominable. oo 


Now, becaule theſe are dangerous dayes 
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| wherein we live, and there area generation of 
men,that will compaſſe Sea and Land to make 
a proſelyre. Out ot my defire to Rtabliſh your 
hearrs in the true and ſincere worſhip of God , 
I ſhall, beſides my cuſtome, fall upona matter 
of Controverhe, and diſcuſſe the queſtion, be- 
evveene the Church of Rome and us, about 
worſhipping of Images. There is a great diſpute 
berwveene them and us, about this peoples Ido- 
latry in worſbipping this calfe. We do beleeve 
che ſin was [infull above meaſure : bur yet they 
would make it ſomewhat worſe then it was ; 
[becauſe they would not be thought to be Ido- 

laters, as theſe were. 

Thething will ask a little time to diſcufle it, | 
more then I have to day ; I ſhall bur make an 
entrance into it. I ſhall cell you what order I 
will take in the handling of i. 

Firſt , T' will ſhevy you , That rhe making 
of an Tmapg'is not fimply forbidden , exceprit 
be,in way of Religion,to worlhip, and to ſerve 
God by'it. Thar 1s the firſt, They made it, and, 
they worſhipped 1. 

A ſecond thing I will ſhew is this, That all 
__ of divine honour to any Image 
whatſoever, is Idolatry, tt 999 i 
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do change their God , they change their glory 
into the {imilitude ofchat theyworſhip. | 
I will ſhew you fourthly, That the Church 
of Rome doth commit as grievous Idolatry in 
worſhipping their Images as this people did in 
worſhipping of this C 
Laſtly, I will ſhewy what uſe we areto make 
of the whole. I ſay , I cannot do all to day, | 
{hall but begin it, bur have partiencecill I can 
end it: And if, in the handling of theſe things, | 
I alledge either Fathers, or Councels, or Tradi-' 
tions of the Church, or Hiſtory, more then I 
uſe, or more then I think is fit in popular Ser- 
mons; I pray beare with me , = conſider 
whom [I deale with , with unreaſonable men, 
ſuch as will not be ſatisfied with the mcere au 
thority of holy Scripture. 
For the firſt point ; The making ofan Image 
isno act of Ido except it be, by way of | 


3 


Religion,to worſhip God by it: that is my firſt 
propolition. God doth never in the Scripture 
imply forbid the making of an Image. He 
laith in the ſecond Commandement, Thou ſhalt 
not make to thy ſelfe any graven Image : It is true, but 
you mult know that that is a o_—_—_ 

ot | 


I will ſhewyouthirdly, That all 1dolaters | © 
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of the firſt Table : Now the firſt Table con- 
cernes the worſhip of God; ſo you muſt under- 
ſtand it by way of relation ro the worſhip 
of God ; Thou ſhalt not make an Image. If you will 
heare God expounding his owne Law that it| 
isthus, looke in Levit.26.1. Je ſhall make you wo 
Idols,nor graven Image neither ſhal ye ſet up any Image 
of ſtone m.your land, to bow downe unto it. So, it is 
not the making of che Image thar is forbidden. 
bur the bowing downe to the Image we have 
made, or the: making it to that end ro bow| 
downe, that is Idolatry. 

If the making of an Image were {imply and 
abſolutely evill, chenſurely the ſame Art, and 

Skill, and cunning that ſome men have in car- 

ving and graving of Images , ſhould never be 
attributed to the Spirit of God as the author of 
it. Novy you ſhall inde what God faith , I 
have filled Bezaleel and Aholiab with the frineof 
| Wiſdome, and underſtanding,and knowledge, to wor 
all ſuch rare curious inventions, whereof ſome 
were Images, as you ſhall heare anon. 

God allows the nfaking of Images to foure 
uſes, which I ſhall name unto you. 

Firſt, he allows us to make an Image for the 
diſtinftion of coines. The firſt coines _ 
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[cn I can finde in all the Scriptures mentioned, 
they were ſtamped with a Lamb upon them, 
and were called for that cauſe Lambs. You 
reade in Gen. 33. 19. that Jacob did purchaſe a 


Shechem z and he purchaſed it for an hundred 
pieces of filyer, a hundred pieces of money ; fo 
it is called there : but the Hebrew phraſe is, with 


Stephen Gaith.But why doth he ſay with an hun. 
dred 'Lambs? It was money With a 
Lamb. So in Job «lt. every one of obs friends 
brought to him a are of money, our Tranſla- 
tionreadsit ſo, but the Hebrew phraſe is a 


field, a parcell of ground, of Hamor the ſon of | . 


| 


an hundred Lambs. He bought it with money, ſo. 


Lamb; a piece of money ſo ſtamped. As we 
call that piece of gold that is ſtamped wy 
'an Angel, an Angel ; ſo the Scripture called 
chat piece of money that was ſtamped with a 
Lamb, a Lamb. This was the ancient coine I 
nde. | 

Then that.ſame ſhekell that we reade oft of 
in Scripture, it had two figures upon it; it had 
the likeneſle of the pot of Manna on the ane 
ſide, and the likenefle of Aarons Rod on the 0- 
ther ſide. OurKiard {aid to the Herodians, Shew 


| me a penny : Image hath it ? ( ſars. Our 
£200 F Lord| 
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| Lord diſliked not to have Czfars Image up- 
on a penny ; bur. ſaith he, Give to ({eſar that which 
belongeth to: ( #ſar , and to. God that which is Gods. 
' God allows us Images for diſtinQion of coins, 
| that is one. 

| Secondly, God allows Images for orna- 
ment. Soom made a throne of Ivory that had 
{ix ſteps to ir, and on both fides of the ſteps, on 
- |the right hand , and on theleft, were Lions 
made; there were 12. Lions: kk was for orna; 
ment, an ornament of Glory ; There was not 

a throne im any K ingdome, ſaith the Scripture. Nay, 
farther: here you ſce the people made a ſemilitude 
of an Oxe that mms ALE I" he made twelve 
ſuch ſimilicudes of Oxen:. Look in 2 Chrm.4.3,4. 
you ſhall finde, that the molten Sea ſtood on 
12. Oxen that Solano: bad made. This people 
made the ſomilitude of an Oxe that eateth grafſe ; So- 
lomo made twelve ſ{imilitudes, or likenefles of 
Oxen that cate graſſe : Solomon was never re- 
proved for this ; this people was plagued for 
theirs. Thereis the difference then ; they made 
it for one end, and Sdomen for another : t 
made it for worſhip,and Solomon for ornament. 
God allows us Images for ornament. 
'- Nay, of what ſhapethe Cherubims wy 
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that you reade of oft in Scripture , thar were 
made in the Temple, it is hard to ſay : Joſephus 
ſaith, it cannot be affirmed, or conjectured. We 
uſually think the face of a Cherubim was like 
the face of a man; but you ſhall findethere is 
a difference berweene them , Ezek.10.4. Every 
beaſt had faure faces , one face like the face of a Cht- 
rubim, another like the face of a Man , the third like the 
face of a Lion , and the fourth like the face of an Ba le. 
Theſe were all different faces; the face of 4 


(ferent faces : But,of what ſhape ſoever they are, 
God commanded Cherubims tobe _— his 


not-only thoſe two Cherubims in the Sarfun 
Sanftorwn , the moſt holy place; but he made| 
Cherubims all along the wals ofthe Temple, 
and all upon the vailes of the Temple, and up- 
'on the brims of the veſſels , and upon divers 


made Cherubims. | 


ges of Lions, and Buls, and Flowers , and 
Palme-trees, and of Pomegranates : All theſe 


were for ornament. —_ 
I conclude then, lt is lawfull forus to adorne 


| 


Cherubim, and the face of a Man then are dif- | 


Tabernacle : yea, and Solana made Cherubims ; 


utenſils in the houſe and ſervice of God Solomon: | 
And, together with them, he made the Ima: | 
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and beautifie our houſes : yea, it is lavyfull to a-{ 
dorne and beautifie the houſe of God, the wals, 
the windows with ſuch Images, as 
Firſt, may not hinder the people in their 
devotion. | 
Secondly, ſuch as arc in no danger to be a- 
buſed to Idolatry or ſuperſtition. That is my 
lecond. on 
Thirdly , it is lawfull to make Images for 
monument. You know hovv the Brazen Ser- 
t was madeat Gods command in the wil. 
derneſſe, and that though it were the ſimilitude 
of a Serpent; yet, notwithſtanding, this was| + 
preſerved afterward as a monument for the 
{pace of 700, yeares, no fever ; for, as _— i 
was a monument, it was preſerved:biit when it 
came to be abuſcd to Idolatry as you ſhall heare 
anon,then it vas broken in pieces. Thoſe ſame 
war» cr Images of our Kings,and Queens, 
and Nobles, and great perſonages, in Weſtmin- 
er or Pauls , that ==” na their Tombes, to 
what end ſerye they , but to be monuments ? 
The Father may ſer up a monument, a ſtatue, 
upon the graye of his deceaſed child , or the: 
child upon the grave of his Father. This God 
hathallowed us ; Chriſtian Religion m_—_— 
_s ) 
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|bade#,"4nd the Ohfiſtian Church hath alway 
praQtiſed it; for Monument. Te, 

- Fourthly, it is lawyfull to have an Image for 
Hiſtory , there is an hiſtorical 'uſe of ' Images, | 
The Namrall Hiſtory of beaſts, birds;and plants 
may be ſet downe by Imagerie: they cannot 
well be made knowne without the figures of 
theſe beaſts, and theſe birds. How profitable 
the figures of plants and herbs are in Herbals, 
I think thereis no man but he doth know, that 
knows the uſe of an Herball , or Naturall Hi- 
ſories. 

Then ſecondly, the Eccleſiaſtical hiſtories of 
the Church , the martyrdomes of the Saints,the 
facred hiſtories of the Bible , the hiſtorie of| | 
Adant and Eve, ſeduced by the Serpent , or the 
hiſtory of 4bel ſlaine by (ain, or the hiſtory of 
Abraham ſacrificing Tfaac, or of David killing 
' Goliah, or of Solomon judging and giving the 
Child to the right mother ; yea, and the hiſtory 
of the Paſsion of Chriſt , the hiſtory of it, I ſay; 
this hath beene approved of inthe Church of 
God. We reade anciently in Gregory Nyſſen, of 
the hiſtory of the PalSion of Chriſt : The hiſtori- 
call aſe Image Þe condemne not , God- and the| 
Churel/ never diſallowed it. So then, now [go 
| over 
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overall ; God allows us:to make an Image for 
the diſtinion of coine, he allows it for orna- 
ment, he allowes it for monument : he alloyys 
the hiſtoricall uſe of Images, in Naturall hiſto- 
Y, in Sacred hiſtory, and in Eccleſialticall his 

ory. 

Bur yet, let me give ſome cautions and pro. 
vilo's about theſe Images. | | 

Firſt, no Image is to be made ofthe Trinity, 
to any ule whartloever,though it be not to a Re. 
ligious -uſe,-: God' fotbids this, Dent. 4. - Thoy 
beardeſt a voice, but thou ſaweſ} no likeneſſe ; therefore 
thou ſhalt make no likeneſſe of me. So in Eſay 40.18. 
To what will yee liken me * To make a viſuble Image 
of an inyifible God, it is no lefſe unlawful , then tm- | 
poſsible to make an Image of the Trouty, ſaith-Da- 
_ [maſcene; Who, though he was but an Image. 
monger, a worſhipper of Images; yet, heab- 
horred this, ro make an Image of the Deity : 
there is noleſſe follic then impiety in it. 

Yet, notwithſtauding, you ſhall finde ſome 
ſuch Inaages in the books of Papilts : in ſome 
of their Service-books, you ſhall finde the Tri- 
nity with three faces; in ſome of their books, 
you ſhall finde God the Facheras an old man, 
and Chriſt his Son. berwweea his legs , and the, 
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nable, ſuch as Chriſtian eyes ſhould not Took 
ors; without horrour and deteſtation. No [- 
mage of rhe Frinity' whatſoever is to be made: 

Secondly; no'falle Ihage, tio falſe repteſen- 
tation: I could name many in Popery. Topaine 


Dove berween therruborh -* Thels Ireabom: | 


the Virgin-Mary now in glory in heaven, with 
Chriſta lirtle Babe in her armes, is a falſe, lying, 
blaſphemons repreſentation;no way anſwering 
the perſon and quality of them- that are repre- 
ſenced. The like I might ſay of Saint Dunſtan, 
and the Devill ; and of Garnets face inthe ftravv,! 
as it is publike at Madrill in Spaine. Such 
like falſe repreſentations God  condemnes, and 
we abhorre. 
Thirdly, take heed of wanton laſcivious 
i&tures , obſcene filthy pictures; thoſe are to 
abhorred too, If evill words corrupt good 
manners; ſurely, lewwd and obſcene 'pictures 
will do it more. Thoſe provocations to luſt 
that get into the heart atthe eye, do a great deale 


more movethe heartto uncleanneſſexhen thoſe 
provocations that get in at the eare ; Segnius irri- | 
tant animos, ©-:c. He that would have an eye to 
his heart, muſt have an eyeto his eye: © © 
Fowrhly, take heed of all wantsn exceſle 
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| mong us, that have ſpent even 


| dal, Thete is a great deale of difference, ſay they, 


71 
in.aloyeof pictures. There are mena-| 
their cling 


va Tak thele rarities, and excellentwork- 
manfhip. Theſe rules obſerved, it is lavyfull for 
usto make an Image ; not in the way of Reli- 
gion, to worſhip God by it. 
Enough of that firſt point ; let me come to 
a ſecond, I will but touch ir. The ſecond is this: 
All Religious worſhip, given or beſtowed on an 1- 
mage, is Idolatry. _ © = 4 
The application of Divine, Religious wor- 
ſhip roan Image, is Idolatry. 
Firſt, Brethren, know the difference betyyeen | 
Images,and Idols; tor this they charge us withz 
when we tell them of the ſecond Commande- 
ment, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe gny graven 1- 
maze ; Say they, you dous wrong to call itſo : 
Ic ſhould bethus , Thou ſhalt notemake a graven 1-| 


between an Image, and an Idoll. There is a 
difference indeed -in Ecclelialticall cuſtomeof 
ſpeech, (and cuſtome muſt preyaile in. that 
kind.)And know how this difference is ; hnago 
in the Latin, Image,and Idolon in the Greek;they 
are all one originally; But we muſt ſpeake with! 


common people. 1. ſay, Eccleliaſticall cuſtonie 
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1doll, and an Image. rms I will 
tell you. ; Every: repreſentation! of any creature. 
bane inthecarth beneath , or in 
the wvarers under theearth , that is an Image: 
but.if this be tothe ule of Religion, then irs an 
(doll, or elſe it is not. Omnis conſecratio Liddlatria, 
exc. The conſecration of an Image it 
an Idoll,aich Tertullian.. An Image is an Image, 
and no more ; bur if tbeſetupby way of Re- 
ligion, to. ſerveGod by it, then iris an Idol. 
Ler me giveit in an example I ſhewed even 
now ::'The brazen Serpent was ſex up. at firſt, 
x: Gods appointment : Then there were mii- 
racles. done by the ſight ofthe by 
as many as- were ſtung , and lc 
were cured :'Then the brazen $ 
type of Chriſt ; 45 it was lifted up, fo 


| of peo \-- makes a difference betvrerne an | 


{erved,as you heard befote,700.yeares. As long 
as it was a monument,chere yyas no hurt in it; 
but when once the people began to burne In. 
cenſe to it, which belongat to the worſhip and 
ſervice of God ; then Hexykiab, that good King, 
out of his zeale to Gods glory,could not'indure 


of man be lifted up upon the Croſſe ': and it was pre- | 


: longer,but brake it in pieces. Though it yyere 
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ſer up by Gods appointment, and miracles had : 
beene done by it : though it were a type of| 
Chriſt, and had been reſerved 700. yeeres ; yet 
he would not ſpare it , but breaks it in pieces,| 
and calls it Nebuſhtan, apiece of braſſe : it was 
no more; when Divine Religious worſhip 
was givento ir. 
Divine Religious worſhip is twofold : 
Inward. | 


| ard, 

Divine inward Religious worſhip is the 
worſhip of the hear and affetions. God re- 
quires.the whole heart ; My ſon, give me thy beart. 
He requires all the affeQions of the heart; our 
love,our feare, our joy, ourconfidence, our os 
bedience, and ſubjeftion. Now, whatſoever 
thing it is that withdraws theſeafftions from 
God to it ſelfe, that is an Idol : There is the in- 
| ward worſhip. For this cauſe (not to give you 
other examples ) the Apoſtle calls a coverous 
man, an Idolater, Epheſ.5.3. He calls covetoul- 
neſſe Idolatry , Coloſz3.5. The covetous man is 
an Idolater : - Why ? Becauſe gold and filver 
withdraw the heart and affetions from God. 
You ſhall ſee how. Look upon his affeQi- 
ons; What is his love ? He loves morethe pi- 
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* tre of tus Prince upon. his coine, thenthe [-| 
of God in his. brother. 'Then go to his 
feare: he feares morethe loſle of his cftatethen 
hefeares hell; he feares moreto bedamanitfied, 
then to be damned. Go to his joy ; he joyes | 
more atthe aſſurance of his money, then he 
joyes inthe affurance of Gods favourto him in 
Chriſt Goto his. confidence; if any danger | 
[——_— heto? To God ? No; Sole- | 
moy laith , The rich mans riches are his ſtrong City ; Ll 
and: whither ſhould a man flee ; but to his & 
ſtrong City.? He flees to his riches,he hopes thar A 
they will beare him our. He truſts more in un- = 
certaine riches, then/in the living God. He jath 65 
ta his gold, Thou art my hope, and to the wedge of gold, > 
Thou art my-confidence. £90! | 
Thea looke to his obedience , you ſhall ſee if 
all goes that way. God bids him give ; Mam- | 
[mon bids: him'take, and be takes. ' God bids 
him ſcatter and- diſperſe abroad, and giveto 
the poore ; Mammon bids him gather , and he By. 
gathers. God bids him relieve ; Mammon bids 4 
him extort, and he extorts. God bids him lend [0 
; oncky, looking for nothing againe ; Mammon (3 
bids him lethus money for thus nauch in the| | 4 


hundred, and he lets ir. | S&& now, Mammon is 
| G2 the 
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|rhegod; Mammon hath writhdravon che hears | 


 andaffeftions, and withdrawnthe obedience 
from God toit ſelfe. That whichthe Palmift 
ſaith-ofthe Hearhen-men , Their Idols \are falvey 
| aud gpld- eurne burt-the words; and-you may 
lay of covetous men, Their filver and gold | 
are their-Idols: Heis an Idolater.. This is the 
invvatd yvorſhip. To ourward worthip .per- 
raine :prayer and chankſgiving , vows and 
oathes, ereftion. of Charches and Oratories , 
bowing of che body,;all ourward obſcrvantes, 
che:dedication of our {thyes; or whatſoever wee 
have, tothe honour of. that thac we. worſhip. 
| This is ourward wortbip. -Look, co what 
prayers are made, -.thanklgiving is zendred/, 
vows are nuncupated, Oratories are/buile ; Al- 
cars-are dedicated, Holy-days are infticuted : 
Look wharſoever is honoured, with -any par 
of this:Religious -worſhip, that is made an 
[doL” = . hs 82 

+ I ſhall ſheyy, when I cometo that point, 


char che "Papiſts, 'in all cheſe rhings , beſtow 
| Gods ylory onan Iraage. FOES 
Now , W to | * 


God, and toGodalone: Ipfius eft,coc. Iris his, 
and none but his : God will not ſuffer any part 
| "Li of 
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| Frnabogirm to any creature in heaven, } 
of earth; if wee doe, it is Idolatry. | 

What ſay you to the Sunne, Moone; and 
Scars, glorious creatures, may we not worſhip 
cher ? 

O, no; they are glorious creatures indeed 
bur yer they are ſuch as God hath made to ſerve 
us, he made notus to ſerve them. | 

Bur, what ſay you to Angels ? we arelower 
ſornewhat then Angels; may we not wor- 
{hip them ? 

Marke what the Angel ſaith to Zohn,Rey.19, | 
See thou do it not, 1 am 7 »y fellow -ſervant , worſhip 
God. We are nor ſervants to them, they and we' 
aro fellow-ſervants to one and the ſame God, | 
See thou do it not, worſhip God. 
| O, but what ſay youto the Virgin Mary ? Is 
it not lavofull to worſhip her ? | 

I will anſwer-in the words of the old 
Church, Mariam, 8c. Let noman warſhip the Vir- | 
gin Mary: Let the Virgin Mary be had i honour, 
lay they, and let ber be called bleſſed i all venerati- 
Ons ; m—_—_ God the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt be 

d. Let no man worſhip the Vigin 


i. 


Nay, I gofunher yer, The very humane na-| q 
"my wee] *_- |, | 


we 


\ PAN. 


rure of Chriſt, the manhood of Chriſt, js not 
ro be worſhipped any otherwiſe then as iris 
united to the perſon of the Son of God. I will 
rell you the confe(sion of the primitive Fathers, 
Confitemur,&c. We confeſle, that our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is to be worſhipped inthe fleſh, in 
the manhood, but not according to the man- 
hood. 

Neftorius , that blaſphemous Heretick, di- 
vided the perſon of Chriſt, (we beleeve there is 
 |but one perſon, God,and Man)and made two | 
perſons in Chriſt:He made one the ſon of God, 
chat was not the ſon of Mary ; and another the 
ſon of Mary, that was not the ſon of God and 
yet he believed char that ſame ſon of Maty was 
to beadored,that was not the ſon of God. The 
Fathers in the Church of God thave abhorred 
this, and condemned this dactrine of Neſtorius 
| for Idolatry : ' Dannamus idololatriam, &rc. We 
condemne the Idolatry of Neſtorius. Where 
marke, [ pray : If the very manhood of. Chriſt 
may not be adored and worſhipped with Re. 
ligious worſhip , but as it is united to the per. 
ſon ofche Sonne of God , if the manhood of 
Chriſt when it is worſhipped, be an Idol (for 
the word Zolatry implycs ſo much :) if itbe " 

' Idol, 
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1gal, rogbein rm. tothe perſon IF Son 
of God: then | the Images of Chriſt muſt 

they are no way united, 
neither tothe Godhead of Chriſt, nor yet to his 

manhood. 1 ſhould have faid more of 
this point if I had had time: I 
ſhallgo on; by Gods grace, - 
rhenext Sabbath. 
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[ mage, turnes his glory to the likeneſle of that 


PS AL. 106. 19,20. 


They made a calfe in Horeb , and worſhipped the mol- 
ten Image,C5c. | 


Ur of my delire to ſtabliſh your 
' hearts inthe crue, ſincere worſhi 
of God, I thought good to diſcuſle| 
the queſtion berweene the Church 
of Rome and us, about the worſhipping of Images. 
This order I have propounded to my lelfe. 
Firſt to ſhewv that the making of all kinde of 
[mages is not forbidden. . 
Secondly, that the worſhipping of Images 
is Idolatry. 
Thirdly, that the 1dolater in worſhipping an 


4. 


ff 


Fourthly, that the worſhipping of Images, 
| as” 
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2s it is tanght and praQiſed in the Church of 
Rome, 1s flat 6 

Fiſt! , I promiſed to ſhevwy you the uſe of 
al hee. 


The two firſt points I have handled. Now 
[ come to my third propoſition, and that is 
this g that 

The Lldater, in worſhipping an Image, changeth bis 
glory into that Image. 
Marke the words ofthe Text ; They wor ſhips 
ped the molten Image ; and, in doing that,they chan- 
ged their glory. But I muſt cell you, Ifindethe 
words reade two waies ; ſometimes, his glory, 
and ſometimes, their glory: They changed their 


way, his glory. If you take it ſo, his glory, that is, 
the glory of God : Now, the glory of God is 


Abſolute 
There is an ; glory of God. 
Relative 


The abſolute glory of God , is that ſame 
incomprehenſible, incffable majeſty of the Dei- 
ty , dwelling im light that no man can attaine to. 


| 


the glory of God, then vvee muſt diſtinguiſh of 


glory. The Greek Septuagint reades it the firſt | 


This glory ic pleated God, in ſome meaſure,to 
F? H ; 
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partakers of : This is the abſolute glory of God, 
this cannot be changed, no more then God| 


communicate to the Creatures, to Angels, and | 
to Men, in ſuch a wiſe omnipotent manner, as 
is convenient and poſsible for them to be made 


himſelfe can. For 

But now there is a relative glory of God , 
that is,that glory that men give to God in wor- 
ſhipping of him, that glory may be changed: 
and thus the Gentiles changed it, as the Apoſtle 
ſaith ; They Zhanged the glory of the incorruptible God, 
to the ſumilitude of corruptible man, Rom.1.23. And 
thus the T/raelites here changed his glory, If you 
reade the 'words ſo as. the Septuagint doth , 
They changed his glory : ButT like notthat read.- 
ing, the other is better. 

They changed their glory ; their owne glory : 
What was that ?-. By their glory, is meant God 
himſelfe : They changed their glory ; that is, they 
changed their God. You ſhall have a place of 
Scripture, that will make this plaine-to you, 
Jerem.2.1.ill any Nation change their God ? (faith 
God by his Prophet) yet my people have changed 
their glory (that js, they have changed mee that 
am their glory) for that that will not profit. Lee me 
obſerye ſomeyyhar out of the very words : 1nee 


thinkes/ 
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thinkes itis obſervable}, ' God may be called the 
plory of his people two waies © _ . 
Firſt, as hee is the Author of theirglory. 
And then, as hee is the Matter of their glory. 
Thus old Simem, when hee had Chriſt in his 
armes, hee called him, the glory of the people Ifrael, 


Luke 2.32. The Lord is my glory (laith David) and 
the lifter up of my head, Pllys Among many. 
Prerogatives that belonged to the people of the 
Jevves, the Apoſtle names one, and that vwas 
this ; To them pertained the glory, Rom.9.4. What 
glory was that ?  * 

Wee may take it,as ſome do, for the glory of 
the Covenant, God was their glory by Cove- 
nant.« | 
Orelſe you may take it for che glory of Mi- 
racles, by which God brought them out of the 
land of Egypr. 

Orelſe you may take it for the glory of Di- 
vine viſion and revelation, that God youchſa- 
ted to them. | 

: Or (which I take eſpecially, ) by the glory 
ou'may- meane the Arke , which: was the 
ligne of Gods preſence. And therefore (by the 
way )Phineas his Daughter in-law, when ſhee 
heard that the Arke of God was taken, Now 
118: H 2 | (quoth 
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(quorh ſhee) the glary #5 departed from Iſrael ; and 
{hee named her ſonne, that was borne at that 
time, Echabod; that is, Where is glory ? For ſhee 
ſaid it againe, The glory is departed from Iſrael : for 
| the Arke of the Lord is taken. | 

Wee may talke what wee will of other glo- 
ries ; but the glory of any Nation conſiſts in 
this, to have God to be their God; The graci- 
ous, and glorious preſence of God,in all his ho- 
ly, and bleſſed Ordinances, according to his 
Word.; that is the glory of any Nation under 
heaven. 

It is our happineſle, wee have this glory yet 
among us, The Prophet Ezekiel, in his 9*,10®, 
and 11**; Chapters, {liewes how the glory of 
God departed from Feryfalem, It did not de- 
partall ar once, but by degrees it went away. 

Firſt the glory of the Lord (in that viſion 
ofhis) removed from betweene the Cheru- 
bims wherc it was, and removed to the doore 
ofthe houſe; and there it ſtayed a while, toſee 
itthe people would turne unco him by true re- 
pentancs : It ſtayed a while upon the doore of 
the houſt and then the glory of the Lord re- 
moyed thence: Afterward it removed to. the 
Faſbgxe of the entrance to Gods houle, the 
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Eaſt-gate was the: funtbeſtigateofthehoule, ir 
cemoyed. thicher, and ro Rayed a while 
Then ir removed againe to the midlt of the Ci- 
ty : and then from che midſt ofthe Ciry, ir re- 
moved'to the niountaine upon the-Ealthde of 
the City ; that wras Mount Oliver : cleane out of: 
the City it was novy departed. | 

Wee havethe glory of God yet in our Land, 
and may it be the good pleaſure of God to.con- 
tinue this glory among us, till Jeſus Chrift 
come in glory with all his Saints.Bu,brethren, | 
doth not this glory of God ſeeme to remove ? 
doth it not ſeeme to fleet alittle ? O, ſhould 
God withdraw his word from us,and the pro- 
felsion of it: Should God remove the candle- 
ſicke out o f his place, ſhould God withdraw | 
this gracious pretence of his inall his Ordinan. | 
ces; then I tell you, Mothers, what you ſhould 
name your children thatare borne next, Ichabod, | 
Where is glory ? when God'is gone from 

Ou. 

: I read of ſome fooliſh Nations that vvere 
wont to fetter, and chaine their gods, that they | 
might not depart from them: Surely, our God | 
cannot be chained, nor fettered ; bur yer there is 
a way ta hold him ſtill, when hee ſcemesto be 
'K: departing : 
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20e till thon bleſſe mee (ſaith Jacob, Geneſ.z2.y.26. 


ſtrained him to ſtay with them. We may conftraine 


[ro our God, by repentant teares, and importu- 


| boly violence, pleaſing and. acceptable to God. But] 


departing :T:get bdldon him(ſaith the Chndiand| 
Would mot. let him:goe;Cant.3-4.. I will nt let thee| 


When - our bleſſed Lord : ſeemed to the -twwo 


men. that vvere travelling to: Emays, that hee 
would leave them, the Scripture faith, They con- 


our God, there is a holy violence we may offer 


nate prayers, by which wee may ſtay our God 
with us ſtilk: and this is, as Tertullian calls it, 4 | 


ſtand no more upon the words : now I come 
to the thing. | | 
They changed their glory, that is,their God, How 
may a people change their God ? They'may 
change their God rvwvo waies : | 
Firſt, when they forſake him, and ſet up, 
and vyorthip-fome other God in his'ſftead ; as 
the. people forſook the Lord, and ſerved Baal and 
Aſhtaroth, Judges 2.13. This is the groſleſt kind 
of Idolatry : This is a breach of thefirſt Com- 
mandement,-7 1 35 0H 
Or ſeconidly,a people may change theirGad, 
when they change the truth, of God into a lie, 
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when they repreſent and\wior{hip God in an I- 


mage, 
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, "when they repreſent God ina corp: 
xr $4 viible, a finite, a circumſcribed Majelty; 
this.is to change a God: this is -againſtthete- 
cond Commandement. And yourmnlt knoyy; 
that thus the people changed their God here at 
this time; for, wee doe not thinke, that they 
made this calfe %o- be their ged. + Their 
fin was bad enough, let not us make it worſe 
then it was. They had caſt off now all Religj- 
on, and the feare of God, let not us thinke they 
had caft off ſenſe and reaſon with ir. , Can wee 
imagine, that this people were ſuch calves, 
as to think that the calf that they themſelves had 
made yeſterday, wasrhe very Godthat brojght 
chem out of Eeyt three months before the calfe 
was made ? Never imagine that ; they took not 
this calfe to be their god. What then? "They 
rooke it tobe a figurative ſigne oftheirgbd, 
I know they call it their god ; Theſe are the gods 
that brought thee out of the land of Egypt. Or, as 
it. is in Nehemiah, chap.g.verle 1B:oThis 5s thy 


God , O Ijrael ; that brought thee out” of therland| 


of Egypt. Bur, as this Image is: called acalfe in 


my Text, They made a calfe m Hoyeb , though | 


it was no calfe ,-but the Image: of -a- calfe : 
So they called it their god; bur they did not 


thinke 


, 
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thinke it to be their god; theytooke iras an I- 

of their god, as a figurative ſigne of their 
god:therefore Aaron proclaimes, To morrow is an 
holy day to Jehovah , not tothe calfe, but to Jeby 
vah, whom they worſhipped in the calfe. 

I pray marke this i . that I ſhall giveyou : 
Thetruth of God is turnedFto a lie, and God is 
changed to the Image that is worſhipped ; 
though God himlſelte, and none but hee, be 
worſhipped in that Image, I ſay, God is chan- 
ged into that Image that is worſhipped for 
him, though the true God, and none but he, be 
worſhipped in that Image. 

Here is the reaſon of ic: The rule of Divine 
worthip is not the will of the worſhipper, 
but itis the will of him that is worſhipped : 
Now, it was never Gods will to be worthip- 
ped: in an Image. Take a {tmilitude: Suppoſe a 
ſubject, a vaſlall, ſhould deviſe an honour of 
his owne braineto his Sovcraigne, to his King, 
and hee ſhould fet up a toad, and hee will have 
ic in a glafle, and come every morning, and 
bow'to that toad, and being asked why hee 
did ſo, hee ſhould ſay, O, I doe it not to the 
road, but to the honour of my Soveraigne and 
Prince : doe you think this Prince will _ 

we 
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wellto be reſembled by a toad ? | 
I tell you, brethren, there is a thouſand times | 
a greater diſproportion betwveen Almighty 
God, and an Image ſet up for him, then there | 
is betyveen a Prince, and a toad. Not to ſpeake 
of that infinite inequality and diſtance that is 
betyyeen God, and a mortal! man ;there is a 
great diſtance even beryvcen a toad , and an 
[doll, a great difference : For, 

The toad is the workmanſhip of God, an 
(doll, as isan Idoll, it is theworkmanſhip of | 
'man. | 

A toad, it is aliving creature, it hath ſenſe 
and motion ; the Image is a ſenlelefle block, it | 
hath neither life nor motion. 

Therefore heare how it pleaſeth the Spirit 
of God,in Scripture, to call conſecrated Images ; 
hee calls them ſometimes hes, ſometimes vani- 
ties, ſometimes ('nay oft) abominations, ſome- 
ime Dung-hill-gods, lometimes Divels , You wor- 
ſhipped divels : What divels ? Idols, the worke 
of their owne hands, Revel.9.20. I pray, heare, 
how the Spirit of God in Scripture ſhewes his 
deteſtation of all Images in his ſervice. Hearken 
howy hee thunders in the ſecond Commande- 


ang ; Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe any graven I- 
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| 


mage ; thou ſhalt not bow dnone and worſhip it.; 
Hearken what che Prophet ſay ſaith : Confounds) 
ed be all they that worſhip Images. Hearken what! 
the Apoſtle faith in the New Teſtamen ; Babes, 
take heed of Idols, 1 John c. ult. v. wlt. 

I pray looke over the Bible, and ſee if ever 
you finde any of Gods children (except at ſuch 
times as they had corrupred their waies ) 
worſhipping of Images. Enough out of Scri- 
pture againſt Images. 

Now, becauſe vvee are in this controverſie to/ 
deale with ſuch men whom the authority of] 
Scripture doth not ſatisfie, ſuch unreaſonable! 
men as are not content with the authority of 
Scripture, and becauſe they ſay this ſtands upon! 
tradition, the worſhipping of Images in the 
Church : I pray give mce leave alittle, beſides 
my cuſtome, to ſhewy you the teſtimony ofthe 
Fathers,the determinarion of Councels, and the 
long traditien'of the Church againſt Images. 
Of every onea word, and ſome few. of many. 
There is no point that a man may be ſo copious 
in as inthis. 

Firſt, for Fathers : Freri non poteſt, ec. ſo Origen. 
It is not poſsible that a man ſhould know God , 


| and be a ſuppliant to an Image. There is no doubt 
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| 4s a Worſhipping of Images. It is a moſt -indigne thing 
| (faith Tertullian) that the Image of a dead man ſhould 
| be worſhipped by man, that is the Image of the living 
| God. We make no figure, or repreſentation of the Saints 
| (ith. Anthelopius Biſhop of Hiponium. Wee 


| have no need of them (ſaith Ambroſe : ) God will not | 
be worſhipped by a ſlone. We worſhyp no Image (ſaith. 


| Auſtine) but that Image that is the ſame that God 
himſelfe is , hee meanes Chriſt, che ſubſtanciall 

| Image of the Father. I could goe on : butthisis 

enough, 

| Come then to Councels : The Councell of 


(faith Lafantius)but there is wo Religim,where there] 


| Ileberos-in Spaine ; for, at that time, by the ne- 


|gligence of the Biſhops , Images were crept. 
into the Church: then that Councell decreed, 


| there ſhould be no ae in the Church. The 
| (onſtantople Councell condemned all Images 
'in the Church of God : and ſo did the Coun- 


cell at Frankfort under Charles the Great. 
| Forthe Tradition of the Church : For three 
hundred yeares after Chriſt, itis confeſſed by 
ſome of our Adyerfaries themſelves, that there 
| vwvere no Images in the Churches of God. 
| Three landed yen afrer that, fix hundred 
yeares after Chriſt, then began Images' in the 
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| Churches ; then the people ___ to yield al 
t 


. | of Images got not a peaceable quiet pr 


worſhip to them. Gregorie the Great, Biſhop 
| of Rome , condemned the worſhipping of 
—__ : Hee allowed them, and hee did ill to 
allow them to be in the Church, to be proyo- 

| cations to Idolatry ; yet, hee condemned the | 
worſhipping of them. Thus it continued ſix | 
hundred yeares after Chriſt, Bervveen ſix and 
eight hundred yeares, there cane a marvelous 
ſtirre in the Church of God, between the Eaſt- 
erne and the Weſterne Churches , about the 
worſhipping of Images. The Biſhops of the 
Weſt, under Rome, were all for Images : The 
good Emperour of the Eaſt was againſt it; a| 
bloudy war there was about it,and thus it cons! 
tinued for above an hundred yeares : | Then 
Minera, the Empreſſe , in the minority of her 
Sonne, a cruell Idolatrous woman (and marke 
when you will, Idolatry is cruell ) ſhee cauſed 
the ſecond Nycene Councell to'be called , and 
there was firſt decreed the worſhipping of Ima- 
s inthe Church of God, in the yeare of our 
Lord 788. Till then, Images were never ap- 
pointed publikely to be worſhipped in the 
| Church : yea, after that time, the worſhipping 
olation 
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in the Church of God. (harles the Great, Em-| © 


perour in the Weſt, mightily oppoſed it: hee| 
called his Biſhops together ar Franckford , 
they mightily oppoſed the worſhipping of 1- 
| mages. | | 
Yea, I pray marke, that duty that concernes 
us in our Kingdome : Charles the Greart, hee 
ſent that A&t of that ſecond idolatrous Nycine 
Councell to our Biſhops in England, to know 
how they liked it : They ſaid, Alas for woe ! 
we finde in thoſe 4s many things againſt Chriſtian 
Religion , eſpecially this , that the worſhipping of 
Images is decreed , Which the Church of God curſeth. 
Marke, our Biſhops Fore-fathers in England, 
about eight hundred yeaxes fince , held that 
a doctrine, which the Church of God curſeth ; 
yea , and thart , againſt all the Tables of 
Gods Law, againſt the preaching of the Pro. 
phets, againſt inſticution of the _ a- 
gainſt the cuſtome of the old Church, againſt 
the practice of the primitive Church, againſt 
the cleare teſtimonies of the Fathers, againſt 
the determination of Councels, againlt 2 CON» | 
tinued Tradition for almoſt .cight hundred 
yeares together, The beauty of che Church ( as 
one complaines ) in defiance of God and Man, is | 
u0w 
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now polluted with the very filth of Paganiſme ; and 
Chriſtian Churches are peſtred, as much as ever the hea- 
then Temples were, with Igols. | 

I come now to the proof of that , that is the 
fourth point : viz, Thar, 

The worſhipping of Images, as it is taught, and pra- 
Fliſed in the Church of Rome, us plaine Pagvniſme 
and Idolatry. 

The Paganiſh and Popiſh Idolatry is all 
one. I ſay, the worſhipping of Images, as iris 


plaine heatheniſh Idolatry. 
How is it taught ? and how 1s it praQtiſed ? 
Forrthe doarine of their Church it is hard for a 


Councell of Trent about it, is a very noſe of 
wax; you may. turneit any way. They tell us 
of our diviſions among our ſelves: It is a won- 
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| der to ſee how they interfere, and ſtrike one on 


| 


another in the point of worſhipping of Ima- 
ges : It is hard to ſay what they teach. Burl 
will tell you thus much ; Jſohws the Jeluite 
faith, This is the conſtant opinion of the Divines of our 
Church, that Images are to be worſhipped with the 
ſame worſhip that is_due- to bym Whoſe Image it is. 
This was the doQrine of Thomas of Aquine, 


caught and practiſed in the Church of Rome, 1s | 


man to ſet it downe. The determination of the | 


whom 
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whom they make-a Sainte. This wasthe 4o- 
Arine of all his followers. This was the do. 
rine of Nauclantws, a Biſhop in Italy, upon 
Romanes 1. Wee doenot (faith hee) worſhip before an 
Image, as ſome men are Wont caſually to ſpeake : but | 
We Worſhip the Image it ſelfe, and that with the ſame | 
Worſhip that is due to him Whoſe Image it is. Peter 
Precavaria , a great profeſſour of Divinity in 
Spaine , faith, This doFtrine is the onely true ,| 
and pious doAlrine , agreeable to the decrees of the 
(briſtian faith. Hee alledgeth ninetcene of 
the ſpeciall School-men thar all were ofthis o. 
pinion beſides himſelf. Wetakethis then to be | 
che dotrine of the Church of Rome,that Images 
are to be worſhipped with the ſame worſhip 
thatis due to him whole Image it is. | 
| They that havetravelled into foreigne parts | 
havefound, chatche praQtiſe of that Church is | 
as bad as thele Theorems. Conteled by ſome of 
'che-modeſt ſort of them , that their people 
| were growne to a kinde of piety, that did not 
differ much from impiery': You will fay it, if 
| you conſider, | 

Firſt, the Image it ſelte. 

Then- the worthip that is-given to-- that 
Image. 13 21.4 
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And thenthe rites and ceremonies, in the per- 
formance of that worſhip. 

Conſider firſt che Images themſelves : What 
difference can you finde in the Images, be- 
eween the Popiſh Images, and the Images of 
the Gentiles ? 

Look tothe matter of them ; they arethe ve- 
ry ſame. The marter of the Gentiles Images 
was, ſilver, and gold, and braſle, and wood, 
and ſtone; this is the matter of Popiſh Ima- 

6s. | 
: Look to the outward forme of their Ima- 
ges ; they are the very ſame. The Geaciles Ima- 
ges vere the work of mens hands, they bad eyes, and 
could ri3t ſee ; they had eares, and could not heare, | 
they had mouths, and could not ſpeake ; they bad hands, 
and could not work ; they had feet, and could not walk. 
Popiſh Images, they ſee no more, they heare no 
more, they tpeake.no more, they doe no more, 
they walke no further then the | heathens I- 
mages. Thus much for the Image it ſelte. 
Then come ſecondly to the acts of devotion 
performed torheſe Images. The Gentiles were 
wont to bovy to them, ſo doe the Papiſts. The 
Gentiles were wontto pray co them, ſo doe the 
Papiſts. The Gentiles were wont to rendet | 


thankes | 
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were wont to dedicatethemſelves, and all that 
they had totheir Idols, ſo doethePapiſts. The 
Gentiles nuncupated vowes tothem, ſo doe the 
Papiſts. The Gentiles were wont to ſweare 
by them, ſo doethe Papiſts. The Gentiles were 
wont to ſet up Candles to them, ſo doe the Pa- 
piſts. The Gentiles were wont to burne in- 
lcenſe to them, ſo doethe Papiſts. They yield 
the ſame acts of devotion to their Images, that 
the Gentiles did to theirs. 

Then come to their rites and ceremonies in 
yielding theſe acts, I pray reade at your leaſure 
the ſixth Chapter of Baruch , you will ſay it is 
An Apocryphall book. and I confeſle it is ſo; but 
yet with them it is Canonicall, and fo is good 
Scripture againſt them. The authour of that 
Chapter , ſhevves what the le ſhall ſee 
when they come to Babylon, ſaith hee, there 
ſhall fee an Image of gold, or of filver, or 0 ,0r 


| fore in it's hand ; or, peradyenture, trimmed up 
gariſhly , as a virgine that loves to goe gay. 
You ſhall ſee ſuch an Image carried upon mens 


ber of people before, and behind it, adoring 
| K 


thanksto them, ſo doe the Papiſts,The Gentiles | 


braſſe, or flone : you ſhall ſee it clad in purple, witha | 


ſhoulders in a ſolemne proceſsion, and a nums | 


and 


| 


| 
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| thens had , their worſhip is heatheniſh, and ſo 


and worſhipping it : You ſhall ſee the Prieſts; 
with their ſhaven heads and beards taking off 
thoſe offerings tharare offered co thoſe Ioggesd 
and beſtowing them upon common harlots, 
You ſhall ſee (faith he)candles lighted to them, 
you ſhalt ſee perfume burned to them, you ſhall 
heare vowes nuncupated to them, you ſhall ſee 
oblations and offerings given to them : and all 
chis co ſuch an Image as is no berter (ſaith hee) 
then a ſcare-crow in a garden of Cucumbers. 

Now thoſe that haveever ſcene the proceſsi- 
ons thatare-in Paris , or the Ladie of Heige at 
lquiers in Flanders, or have ever {eenethe wor- 
{hip in 7taly,-or Spaine; they can beare witneſle 
that they have ſcene all thele things done, and a 
number of fooleries more betides thele. 

Wee may thinke they have ſomewhat to ſay 
for themſelves ; and, in a word or two, you 
{hall heare it. 

Firſt, they ſay, they worſhip not the Image, 
but” they worſhip him in that Image whoſe 
[mage it 18. 

Marke, firſt they have no excuſe for the wor- 
ſhipping of Images, but the ſame thar the hea- 


is their-excuſe: For, when the Fathers, in bo 
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firſt yeares of the Church; challenged che hea- 

then for the worſhipping of Images : }//hat (ſay 

| they) doe you thinke us ſuch blockes, as to worſhip 
| theſe blockes 2 They have the ſame. 

Againe, it is not true that they fay , for, as I 

ſaid before, they conclude they worſhip the I- 


_ Bellarmine proves, that the worſhip pro- | 
perly belongs to the Image. 

Againe, {uppole they intended not to wor- 
ſhip the Image, bur God init: Know, that 
therule of divine worſhip is not mans intenti- 
on, but Gods will. Marke it inthe example 
gave before, of a man honouring his Prince in 
atoad. Wee inquire not of the will of the wor- 
ſhipper, but of him that is worſhipped. Let 
them ſhew that it is Gods will to be worſhip- 
ped in an Image,and wee will notcharge them 
with Idolatry. 

But, ſay they, doe not wee doe reverence to 
the chaire of ſtate, in honour to the King,when 
the King is not there ? | 

Wee. doe indeed a civill reverenceto it, but | 
who appointed an Image to be the chaireaf 
Rate to the King of heaven. ? The reverence 
wee doe to the chaire of ſtate, is according to 
the will of the Prince; it is his will it ſhould be 
(8945, Kz - done: 
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done : But where can they tell us it is the will 
of God that wee ſhould reverence and wor. 
| ſhip him in a baſe inglorious abomination 2 
| Yea, but ſay they, Images in the Church 
of God, have beene accounted Lay-mens 
bookes. | | 

Ir is true, they have called them ſo, but I ſay 
that againe, they are books prohibited, they are 
not bookes that come forth Cum Privilegio : 
God doth not allovy ſuch bookes as theſe. 
When the Biſhops in their Churches were 
painfull in their places, and taught the people 
out of the Word ; the people needed not theſe 
bookes : but when Teachers came to be Idols, 


- [then Idols came to be Teachers. | 


Yea, but ſay they , the worſhip that wee 
give to Images, wee give it not properly ; it is 
improperly, it is analogice, repreſentative, redu&i- 
ve: theleare Bellarmine's words and many more 
ſuch diſtinctions, 

O, Brethren, theſe are the men that knowy 
how to rob God of his glory, and yet they know 
how to deceive, and delude the world with di- 
ſtinRions ; there is no place ſo plaine, but they 
can elude it with diſtin&ions. But in the mean 
time,vwwhat wrong is it to Gods peopleto bring 
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them to hotrible grofle Idolatry, and thento| 
lecke to worke 4 winde them out with ſuch | 
new diſtinctions, as the poore people under- | 
ſtand not, nor, venture, they themlelyes ? 

If any man defire to be better ſatisfied about 
the point of worſhipping of Images, I deſire 
him tg reade the third Homilie in our Church, 
| ſet forth by the Church againſt the perill of [- 
dolatry, and hee ſhall finde abundant fatisfa-' 
Ction. 

There is yet one point to be handled, it _ 
the uſe that wee are to make of this, and of 
the whole hiſtory : but the time is paſt, 

I muſt leave it for the 
next day. | 
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Ps, AL. 166, 19,2 20, 21, 22. 


They made a calfe in Hireh: - and warſhigped FY 
molten Image. ©'| -> : 

Thus they changed their glary- wnto the fond 
of an oxe that eateth graſſe- 
They forgat God their Saviour, which had dow! 


great thmgs in Egypt : 
Wondrous workes inthe land of Ham, and terrible 


things by the Red-ſea. 


MgcS Here remainesnow but one 

Þ thing more concerning 

Q- this worſhipping of Imas 

ee ges, that is, the uſe that you 

} areto make of all this that 

A you have heard concerning | 

| it. It is this, by way of ex- 
hortation : Let mee exhort you to hate, and ab- 
horre 
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horre, and deteſt all 1d if it _e Sl TY 
worſhip, whether heatheniſh, or pop 
Holy David, in P/alme 119. brings = ar-/ 
gumentsto prove: his love to Go \ando his 
Word; and oneargument aboveall other ( for 
| hee repeates' it often')- is this, his hatred of falſe 
Waies.; hee micanes: falſe dodrine all falſhood 
in doctrine, and falſhood ri” life: In yerſe 112. 
Ehate all Inventions. but thy Law doe T love. Vet: 163. 
Lhate and'abborre all falfhood, but thy Law doe T love. | 
And thus hee goes'on in many places more. 
Now then; if out hatred of falſhood,; be anar- 
gument of our loveto the ruth; if ſach as is'our | 
hatred to errour, is our love to true Religion ; 
then ſurely, brethter, wee are fallen from our 
firſtlove, becauſe wee are fallen from our firſt 
hatred of Popery and Superſtition. Wee are 
growne now -to have a- better opinion of I- 
| mage-worſhip then wee had before, Wee are 
grownealmoſtto a yery neutrality in Religion. 
The defire of no fonts is, to preferye your 
hearts upright in the holy, fincereworſhip of 
God : therefore, I pray, let me commend foure 
__ to you, with which I will conclude 


| ri is this, it is that of Saint John, _ | 


Tu 2 Chap. 
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(72) wakes 


your ſelves from 1dols. Marke, hee ſaith not your 
ſelves from Idolatry, but from Idols, not ah of 
ficio, as Tertullian ſpeakes,but ab effigie: not from 
the ſervice of Idols, but from Idols , from ſuch 
[mages as may be abuſed to Idolatry. - 

God in the old Law forbad hus people to de- 
fixe the gold of an Image : they may not deſire 
ſo much as the gold of an Image; For it will be as 
a ſnare to thee, ſaith God, Deut.7.25. Darvid, hee 
met with the Philiſlines Images; it is likely they 
were of gold, or hilyer, or the like : and what 
doth hee with them ? He burnes them every one, 
2 Sam.5.20. | 

The brazen ſerpent, though it were. ſetup at 
the firſt (as you heard) by Gods owne com- 
mand ; though there were miracles wrought 
by che ſight of ir; though ir were kept ſeven 
hundred yeares, as an excellent monument of 
Gods mercy ; thoughit were atype and figure 
of Chriſt , Even as the brazen ſerpent was lifted up mn 
the wilderneſſe, ſo ſhall the Sonne I be lifted up: 
yet good Hezekiah, when hee ſaw incenle bur- 
ned to jr, would not forbid the burning of 
incenſe, but he takes the ſerpent, and breakes it, 
and ſtamps it in picces, and calls it Nebuſhtan, 
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Chap.alt. Ver.ult. Babes, (ſaith the Apoſtle) keep | 
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ic was a piece of brafſe , and no more. 
What did . Moſes in this hiſtory, when he 
fawv the calf? Though it were made of gold,and 
here might have been ſome nſe of gold among 
the poore people, it might have done good to a 
number of them; yet hee would not keepe the 
gold, hee burnes it mn the fire, bee ſlampes it to powder, 
hee beates it as ſmall as duſt, Deuter.g.ver.21. And 
hee is not yer revenged enough of this Image ; 
hee caſts the duſt into the brooke that ranne out of Eo- 
reb,. and made the: people drinke of that Water : hee 
would not have the left memoriall of this I- 
mage lefr. 
Let mee tell you bur one hiſtory more out 
of the Church hiſtory : : Epiphanius, that good 
Biſhop, hee came to a Church, and found a 
vaile in the Church, whercin there was an 1- | 
mage of Chriſt, or of ſome Saint : Foy, quoth 
hee, I remember not Whoſe it was, but I tooke it, and 
tore it, and Wrote to John, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, under 
| boſe charge that (hurch was, that hee ſhould not ſuf- 
fer ſuch vailes im the Church,againſt Chriſtian Religion. 
Theſe are good patternes for Magiſtrates in 
Church, or Common.wealth ; but theſeare no 
preſidents for private men in publike places,out 
H a pretence of zeale, in a tumulcuous manner, 
L to 
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| 


| mourne for ; to mourrieand to'cry to God that 


ro enterpriſe -any ſuch publike Reformation. 
Men may doe, as Facob at home, every man re- 
forme his owne. houſhold, burie his owne I- 
mages, at home: but private men muſt learne 
that golden rule of 'Saint Auſtine, To' corre& 
what they can within the compaſle of their 
owne .calling , and what they cannot , to 


hee would pleaſe to ſend his Son, totake Whatſo- 
ever offends out of bis Kingdome. This is the firſt 
cavex,, Take heed of Images : To take heed of 
ſinne, is to Take: heed of the occaſions of 
finne. 

-- 1 My ſecond. caveat is, take heed of familiar 
converſation with thefe Trnage-worſhippers. 
All ſociety with them is norunlavefull,; there 
may be a lawfull ſociery even with Idolaters, 
quead ; publicam converſation” ,. 11 regard of a 
publike converſation: but take heed of focietie 
with them in regard: of invvard#6quaintance 
with them it is dangerous. * Let a good man 
be joyned with anevill man; you {dome ſee 
the evill bertered bythe good; but the good is 
eahily corrupted, .and ſpoyled by the evill. A 
wholelump of dough will nor Tveeten a little 
leaven, bur a li « 5Heam will ſfovwrrea whole 
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| wot; 1 Cor.54. Sada 


The Bharaſes inold cime were:fo anefall of 


cheix carriage among the Gentiles and 'Samari- 


Samaritanes bread,nor drinke of .a Samaritanes 
| cup,nor warme themſelves at a Samaritanes hre, 
| they would noc weare a Samaritanes garment, 
notrreade a Samaritanesbooke.. It is ſaid of John 
the Evangeliſt, that hee: refuſed xo waſh him- 
ſelfe in that bach wherein Cermthus the heretike 
had waſhed. Polycaypus could not be gotten 
to ſalute Marcion the heretike. Euſebins Verſalenſis 
would not. receive meat in prifon from the 
hands ofthe Arrians. You know what Saint 
John\aith ; Whoſoever faith,God ſpeed to them, is pars 
taker with thei 3 m their ſn, Fohimo. 

Itis a childiſh thing I ſhall rell you of, but 
you may perceive. by that how children were 


I ump'of. dough... If arly-man that i called a bre« 
here lar Pb) ib feb mn 


tanes; that rhey would not ſo much as care of a 


trained up in the deteſtarion'of herefie. 'Theodo- 
ret tells ob it: At Samoſatamthe children playing 
wich a- ball ; refuſed to” play with it after 
the ball by chance had touched Lacius the here- 
ticall Biſh de ll or the afſethathee ode on; rhey 


| (af ms into the fire, arid vyould play no 
L 2 


more 
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more with it. Wee have 4 tory of Thofme 
that being about to be Hana ans 
dead, into the grave of an hereticall Biſhop, a 
voice was heardin the grave , Touch mee nat he 
retike. I avouch not this for truth, but I told 
| you what the Apoſtle faith ; If anyman be called 
a brother , and be an Idolater , with ſuch an one 
| eate not. 

Surely, brethren, wee are growne alittle too 
familiar with them, wee are too bold a little 
with theſe Image-mongers , wee match with 
them, wee conſult with them, wee conferre 
with them, vyee converſe with them, nay, per- 
adventure, wee finde ſuch delight in their com- 

any, as that wee cannot be merry, exceptthey 
be in our company , we cannot cate our meat, 
except they carve it; wee cannot ſleepe, exce 
they rocke the cradle : no wonder, brethren, if 
wee be drawne away. | 

Burt lerme give Bu a thifd caveat: Take heed 
of beholding Idoll-ſervice out of the curioſity 
of the eye. Many men will goeto maſſe, or 
Idoll-ſervice ;they ſay\they meane not to adore, 
they will not worſhip, they go butto ſee; and, 
may they not go ſee it ? : 
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I tell you, chat fight is very dangerous, chat 


curiolitie} 


A— 


— 


WW aw 46-4a0+ < + io UW H&ntS 4 k p p 


abs (77) 


ſcence of the eye, which, if it be not mortified, 
may be the occaſion of many finnes. Idolatry 

iscalled in Scripture by the name of whoredame. | 
Luſt gets into the heart by the eye. It is a hard | 
matter for the body to be kept cleane, if the eye | 
be full of adultery. Job made a covenant with 

his eyes to abridge them of liberty in matters of: 
indifferency. 

Let mee tell you a ſtory that Saint Auſtine 
hath in the ſixth booke of his Confeſsions, c.8. / 
Hetells us of Alkpivs his deare friend,vvho went 
to Rometo ſtudy the Law. Ar Rome there were. 
uſually choſe gladiatory ſports, bloudy, ſword- 
killing ſports ; they killed men in ſport: Hee 
could not be perſwaded by his companions to| 
ſee thoſe ſports ; they deſired him, but by no 
meanes hee would goe : ar laſt (ſaith Saint 4«- 
/tine ) by a familiar violence they drew him 
once to goe, and ſeethoſe bloudy ports. Well, 
ſaith hee, I will goe; but I will be abſent while 
Lam there, I will not looke on it, Hee went, 
and when hee came, hee fate thereamong the | 
reſt, but hee ſhut his eyes, and would not (ce 
any of thoſe ſports, till a lengrh there was a 

wounded, and then the people es 
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curioſitie of the cye is a branch ofthe concupi-| 
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Hee had ſhuc.bis but hee had not opped 
his eares ; hee heard thi ſhout, and would tee 
what was the matter.; hee looked about, and, 
ſceing che wounded man, he then defiredto ſee 
a linle more. Thus (faich Saint Auſtine)he grew 
at the laſt notto be the ſame man he was when 
hecame thither,but to beas one of the company 
to which hee came ; and.after that time, hee de- 
fired to ſee it a ſecond, anda third time, and, 
at laſt, hee cameto be, no only a companion 
of thoſe that went thither, but would be a | 
guide tothem ; yet hee would goe, nor 7 
unus ex illis he would be one of the forwardeft; 
And thus hee continued a while, till it pleaſed, 
God, by a mighty hand, to deliver him from 
this vanity. 

The eyes are the windowes of the body and 

if wee ſhut them not up againlt allurements , 
wee may happily be forced to crie our, as they 
did Jerem:9.21. Death is entered in at the windowes. 
Lord (laith David) turne away mine eyes, that they 
behold not vanity. Idols arecalled vanities oftin 
Scripture. Surely , wee ſhoud make a cove-| 
nant with-our eyes, that they be not the occaſi- 
_ | on of our falling. I faid the other day , I con-; 

dude with it now; Hee that would have 
an 


— 


| 


an oc to his heart, 


his eye. 


ow you doe allow yourſelvesto live in 
any knowne finne without tance ; for, 
this is the way for which God gives men over 
co this ſinne of Idolatry. Unrepented of errours 
in life , breed errours in ju t. Thoſe 
that Will nos embrace the love of the truth , that they 
may be ſaved (ſaith the Apoltle,) thoſe men ſhall 
bave ſirong deluſions to beleeve lies.. 1 conclude all 
with what the Apoſtle ({peaking of the hea- 
then) ſaith, Rom.1.25. They knew God. The hea. 
then had ſome knowledge of God, but, they 
Were not carefull to glorifit hint as God, but were un- 
thankfull. What puniſhment came uponthem 
for it ? This, their fooliſh heart grew full of darke- 
neſſe, and When they profeſſed themſelves wiſe men, 
they became fooles. Fooles ! Why ? How did, 


knew God, they did not care to glorifie him as God, but 
Were unthankfull ; therefore God gave them oyer 
to this blindeneſfle, to twrne the glory of the incor- 


ruptible God, to the Image of corruptible man, and of 
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foure-footed beaſts, and they ſerved and worſhipped the 


muſt have an heart-to| 
My fourth caveat that I give, is this, Take | 
heed 


they play the fooles ? Saith the Apoſtle (vrhich | 
is the very phraſe thatis here) Becauſe, when rhey | 


creature, 
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creature, more then the Creator, that is God over all, 
who is bleſſed for ever. Thus, beloved, I havenow 
done with that great point, concerning the 
worlhipping of Images. ; 

Now l come to the laft thing in my Text, 
that is the roote of this ſin, whence this fin of 
theirs did ſpring ; ic was from forgetfulneſſe f 
God, and of bis workes. 

They forgat God their Saviour, Cc. 

The words are many,and many things may 
be obſerved out of them. I will runne them 
firſt over with a briefe paraphraſe, and theri 
ſpeake of that ſinne that was the caule of this I 

olatry ; the forgerfulneſle of God. 

. "They forgat God. | There was one of the, 
Tribes that was called the Tribe of Manaſſes ; 
Manaſſes had this nate, of forgetfulneſſe. When | 
looke over this Plalme, meethinkes this people 
ſhould be all of that Tribe, they were lo for 
getfull. In ver.7.They remembred not the multitude 
of bis mercies. There the Spirit of God ſpeakes 
of their forgetfulneſſe. Then, in ver.13.they ſoone 
forgat his workes. They made haſte, and forgat 
them, as the words are. And now hereagaine, 
They forgat God their Saviour. Three times the Spi- 
rit of God in this Scripture ſpeakes of their| 


forgetful- 
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forgerfulneſſe of God. 

| It was but three months agoe, fince God 
| brought them our of the land of Egype : It was 
| lirtle more then one month agoe, ſince God 
appeared to them in a fearefull manner upon 
Mount Sinai , with thunder , and lightning, 
and earth-quakes ; and yet lee,they haye alrea y 
forgot God. | 

| God their Saviour. | Saviour : The word is 
ſometime taken ſtrictly in the Scripture, ina 
narrow ſenſe; and ſometime it is takenin a 
larger ſenſe. 

Take it in the narrow ſenſe, and then a <a- 
viour is ſuch an one as ſaveth from linne, from 
the puniſhment of ſinne, from Gods wrath, 
from hell, and eternall damnation : Thus our 
[Lord is called a Saviour. You know what | 
the Angell ſaid to the Shepheards ; This day 6 
borne to you in the City of David a Saviour, Which is 
Chriſt the Lord. And his very name ſhewes him 
to be thus ; 7eſ#s , it ſignifies a Saviour : and the 
reaſon is given by the Angell ; becauſe bee ſhall 
| ſave the people from their ſinnes, Hee ſaves them, 
| | Firſt, from the guilt of (in. 

Then he faves them from the puniſhment 


' of lin. 
| M Then 
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Then hee ſaves them from the power of, 
fin * Thus the word Saviour is taken, when 
youtake it ſtriQly. 
| But you may take itmore largely, and then 
[\aSaviouris ſuch an one as 1s a deliverer, a pre- 
ſeryer , eicher from wrong, from afflictions, 
from oppreſsions, from dangers, from tempo- 
rall death. A Saviour, that is, as if hee ſhould 
lay, a Preſerver. In this ſenſe the Apoſtle ſaith, 
1 Tim.7.10, that God is the Saviour of all men , that 
is, the preſerver of all men: bur, eſpecially, of 
them that beleeve.In this ſenſetakethe word here: 
God was their Saviour, that is, their Preſerver , 
And doe but conſider, 


them, and thoſe were many. 

Then conſider the meanes whereby hee Pre- 
ſerved them, and thoſe were mighty. 
" Thenconfider theend to which he preſerved 
them, and that was glorions, that they ſhould be a 
boly people, a peculiar treaſure to himſelf. Conſider, I 
ſay, the meanes by which, the ill from which, 
and the end to whichthey were faved, and then 
no people may more appropriate God to be their 
Savin, then this people could : Yet, behold, 
They forgat God their Saviour. 


Ya, 


| 


Firſt the evils from which hee preſerved 


| 
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Yea, and they forgat his works. The works | 
of God are fer downe here to be of three ſorts : | 


Great | 
Wonderfull ; workes. | 
Terrible | 
Great works in Egypt : Wondrous works in 
the land of Ham(the land of Ham,and Foypt are 
all one.) Then, Terrible works by the Red-ſea. 
[| Great Works. | The works of God are either, 


Nature. 
| workes of 


Grace. 
The workes of Nature, are either workes | 
of Creation; or they are workes of Aftuall pro- 
vidence,in the preſerving that that is created. 

The workes of Grace thoſe are many. The 
principall work whereupon all others depend , 
is the Incarnation of the Son of God, thar great 
'myſtery of godlineſſe , God manifeſt in our fleſh ; that 
was the great work of grace. 

Then redemption of mankinde by his 
\{blood. The electing of ſome to ſalvation, be. 
fore the foundations of the world were laid. 
The vocation of them in Gods good time. The 
juſtification of them inthe blood of our cruci- 


hed Jeſus, The ſanctification of them by Gods | ' 
| M 2 bleſſed ) 
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| bleſſed Spirir, the reſurrection of their bodies,) 
and the glorification of them. All theſe are 
| workes of grace. 

Now all the workes of God, whether they 
be workes of nature, or of grace , they are all 
great workes. There is not a worke of Creation, 
bur it is a great worke. The Piſ-mire is a little 
creature, yet it is a great worke : the making 0 
a Piſ-mire is as great a worke, asthe creation of 
anElephant. Ir is all one with God, hee can as 
caſily make an Elephant, as a Piſ-mire ; nay, 
Deus maximus in minimis, a man may truely lay 
it; God is greateſt in the leaſt creatures. If you 
marke it, you may {ce how great God is in e- 
very little creature. 

The lefle the Watch is that you carry about 

ou, to know the time of the day, the greater is 
the skill of the work-man : And, ſurely, in eve- 
ry little worke, it appeares how great God js. 
There is never a worke (o lirtle, bur itis a great 
work , if it be well conſidered. Workes of Cre- 
ation are great workes. 

But there are ſome workes greater then o- 
ther : Thoſe workes wherein the Divine attri- 
bures are moſt manifeſted, luch workes where. 


in appeares the great wiledome of God, or the | 
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mercy of God,or the great juſtice ofGod.Thoſe 
workes wherein thele attributes of Divine ma- 
jeſty are moſt apparent, thoſe are called great 
workes : Therefore the workes of redemption, 
are greater workes then the workes of creati- 
on : The workes of grace, are greater workes 
then the workes of nature. Burt now this peo- 
ple had ſeen great workes in both kindes ; 
Nacure, 


Great workes of , 
Grace. 

There were workes of nature , let mee name 
but one or two of them : The multiplication 
of them in Egypt. When they came to Egypt at 
firſt there were but ſeventy ſouls of them, leven- 
ty ſouls that came out of the loines of Jacob, no 
more. They were in Egypt but two hundred 
and fifteene years,no longer: A great part of this 
time they lived under oppreſsion, loaden with 
burthens, loaden with blowes, loaden with 
injuries ; yet ſee howy they multiplied: this ſame 
bleeding vine bare abundance of fruit, this Ca- 
momile that was thus trodden dowwne, it pro- 
ſpered exceedingly. They grew in rwo hun- 


ore goodneſſe of God, or the great power of| | 
God, or the great truth-of God, or the great || 


— 
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dred and fifteene yeares to be ſo many, that, 
at their coming our of Eyypt, there were num- 
bred fix hundred thouſand men, from twenty 
yeares old and upward, beſides women and 
children. This multiplication was a great work 
of God , a work of Nature. 

Then conſider their preſervation there, howy 
wonderfully they were preſerved in the :de- 
ſpight of their enemies , and howv all things 
were preſerved that were theirs : As the land of 
Goſhen preſerved from thoſe ſame ſwarmes of 
flies, with which all the reſt of Egypt was pe- 
{tred. Their catcell in the land of Goſhen preler- 
ved from that murraine, of which the cattell, 
chrough the land of Eypt,died. The land of Go- | 
ſhen was light,vwhen all Ezypt belides was dark- 
neſſe. T his wonderfull preſervation of that that 
they had,and theprelervation of their firſt-born, 
when all the firſt-born died in the landof Egy.| 
This preſervation of them was a great Worke. 

Thereis another work, which I know not 
whether ir be the greater ; their eduQtion and 
bringing out of Egypt. Their preſervation was 
grear their bringing out was as great; they came 
out' in deſpight of Pharaoh and his ſervants; 
and they came out with vigour of body, their 

yeins 
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veins fall of bloud and their bones full of mar- 
| row ; There was not one feeble perſon among their 
Tribes. Here were great Works; burtalktheſe 
were works of nature, either of multiplication, | 
or preſervation. | 
Then will you heare the great workes of 


Grace ? The adoption of this people ro be 
Gods lone? Ti eurign of tix prpl 
from all the people of the earth, to be to God a 


boly Nation,a Royall Prieſt- hood, his peculiar treaſure. 

The revealing of his promiſes, eſpecially that 
rear promile , that out of their loines ſhould 

comethat bleſſed ſeed;that bleſſed Lord; 


all the Nations of the earth pore to be Heſſe, The 
| promulgation of the Eaw;no Nation hadit but | / 
—_ had not dealt ſo with other Nations.the hea-| - 


thens had not the knowledge of his Lawes._ 
Here were great workes of Nature, great Works 
of Grace, yet this was theunthanktulnefle of 
this people, they forgat God their Saviour that 
had donetheſe great things for them in Eyypr. | 
Then Wonderful things too, Mirabilia. There 
be foure ſorts of Mirabilia, of wonderfull things , 
There be mirabilia nature, wondrous works of 
nature: ſecret wondrous works of nature; That | 
the load-ftone ſhould draw Iron to it ; 
That| 
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That this-power of the lodad-ſtone ſhouldbe 
reſtrained, if the Adamant be neare it. Thar the! 
Adamant cannot be broken upon an anvile 
with an hammer, that is cafily broken if ir be 
anointed with goats bloud. Tharthe fleſh of a 
dead Peacocke ſhould not putrefie : Saint Au- 
ſtine ſaith, hee obſerved it himfelfe, hee took an 
experiment of itin an whole rwelve-mombh , 
hee tried it, that it putrefied not, Thar a foun- 
|raine in Lybia ſhould ſend forth water ſo cold 
in the day, that none could drink it, and to hote 
in the night, that none can touch it: Thele, and 
a thouſand more, are mirabilia nature, wonder- 
full things in nature; no man is able to givethe 
reaſon of it : yet it is God that did theſe 'won- | 
derfull chings in nature. 

Then againe, there be mirabilia artis, won- 
derfull things in art. There were ſeven build- 
| ingsthat were wont to be called the Wonders of 
the world : one of them was in Eeypt,the Pyranu- 
des: another of them, above all other was a 
| wonder,me thinks,above all wonders: a won. 
{der of Art; Ir were too long to tell you what a 
wonderit was. It was nothing but a prodigal] 
monument of prodigality and vaine-glory ; 
[prodigality and vaine-glory, that was the fin 
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of them that built it ; but the skill in'making ir, | 
that came from God. ihe" 

Thirdly, there be mirabilia Satan, there be 
wonderfull things of Satan, wondrous works} 
that Satan and his inftruments., Magicians 
and Sorcerers, can doe. God did not puniſh the 
apoſtate Angels at the firlt (as the School-men 
ſay) in their naturall skilland power ; that is as 
great now to doe a miſchiefe, as the skill and 
power of good Angels is to doe that thar is| 
good. The Divell, hee can doe wonderfull 
things ; hee can compaſle the whole carth in a 
little time ; you finde , in the booke of Job, 
that he can raiſe.tempeſts, hecan bring down 
fire, hee can hurriea body and remove it , as| 
he did the body of our Lord from the wilder- 
neſſe to the pinacle of the Temple, and thence 
to the mountaine. Hee can ſpeake in images, it 
was the diyell that ſpake in ſome Images of the 
Gentiles. And if popiſh Images have now 
and then ſpoken too, as they ſay they have,(Be- 
ne de me ſcripſiſti,(aid he of Thomas Aquinas, Thou 
haſt vvritten well of mee Thomas) I make no 
queſtion, but the divell ſpake in them. 

The divell can doe more then that ; the diyell 


knowes the ſecret and hidden vertues in things; | 
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ties and properties. The” divels can doe 
wonderfull things :. Though they cannot doe 
| miraculous things,they can doe wonderfull things. 
| Thus the ſorcerers:in Expt, they did many 
wonderfull things ; mira,but not true miracles. 
Now fourthly, there are mirabilia Dei, the 
wonderfull things of God. Indeed, there is ne- 
vera worke of God but ir is wonderfull, what 
worke ſoever it be. The very Heathen man 
could ſay, in every naturall thing, there is ſome- 
thing in it that is wonderfull. Bur there are 
ſome workes of God above all other that are 
truly miracles ; not mira, but miracula, What 
workes are thoſe ?: 
.- Such as exceed the facultie and poſsibility 
of nature , they are properly and theologically 
miracles. The divell: can doe many things by 
the concurrence of naturall cauſes, bur hee can- 
not worke a miracle : that which is properly 
and theologically calledamiracle;the divell can- 
not worke it. [Eta 
Now God had wrought many miracles for 
this people. The turning of the duſt of the 
tarth. into. lice, this was a miracle : the Magici- 
ans,by the help of the divell, attempted rodoe 


| their ſympathies - and antipathies, their quali- 


ve cis] 


=, 


chis; but they could not doeir : theartof the 
Magicians failed them in fach athirig asthis, 


they could notturne theduſt into lice. Then he 


curned the water of the river into blood ; hee 
rurned the red-fca into drie land; hee mrned| 
three daies itito three darke nights; hee turned 
light i into palpable darkneſſe, that no man ſaw 
one another, nor ſtirred from the place where 
hee was for three daies. - Theſe are wonderfull 
chings, truely miracles ; yet, this people forgat 
God their Saviour, that bad done fuch great things for 


them in Egypt, and wondrous things i in the land of 
Ham. 


Yea, and laſtly, Terrible things m the Redefea ; 


ca, God did _ things for them before | 


they came tothe red-lea : He did terrible things 
plagued the Eeyprians in all things. 


hee plagued them in their bodies with botches, 
and blaines , hee plagued them intheir cortie 
with haile ; hee plagued them in theit beaſts 
with murraine ; hee ued them. in _rheir 
houſes with frogg ed them itn their 
families vvith the eu ke thei 


for xray in Feypt, if you marke them ; hee | 


Firſt in their ſoules, with hardnefle of heart; | 


cir firſt; born: Here: | 


wete terrible can 20 Fo; | 
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burxhe moſt terrible thing of all was that ar the; 
red-ſea, when hee drowned Pharaoh, and all 
his hoſt, that there was not one of them left. 
In the ninth verſe of this Plalme, you may ob- 
ſeryvea worke of power , in thetenth verſe, a 
worke of mercy , and, inthe eleventh verſe, a 
worke of judgement. The worke of mercy 
was a great worke , the worke of power was a 


' | onderfull worke, and the worke of judgement 


was a terrible worke. 


Yet, for all this, ſee the unthankfulneſle of 


this people. They forgat all theſe. 
But, 1s it poſsible(you wvll Gy that they for. 


| gar, in ſo lictle a time, all thele works ; thatthey 


did not remember them ? 

There is a two-fold forgetfulneſle; thereis a 
forgetfulneſle of the minde,and a forgetfulaeſle} 
in affection, and ation. A man may have God 
in his minde, yea, in his words, in his mouth, 
and yet forget him while hee thinkes of him, 
while hee ſpeakes of him. 

I will ſhew it you in examples : Aske the I- 
doll-monger, Why doft thou make this Idoll ? 
He will ſay, To remember God by it. Iris the 


| uſuall wordofthe Papifts; Why have youtheſe 


Images ? Why ? To remember God wow 
ut 


—— 
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But this is no way to remember God, this is to 
'| forget him : becauſe , when his Commande- 
ment is forgotten, hee is forgotten ; his Com- 
mandement is, that thou ſhalt not make an I- 
mage. They made this calfe to have a viſible re- 
preſentation of God before their eyes, to re. 
member him. O, they forgat him now. 

A blaſphemer,a ſwearer,will have the Name 
of God in his mouth : there are not three peri» 
. | ods, but hee will have the Name of God in his 
mouth. Will you ſay, that this man remembers 


God that talkes and ſpeakes of him, and ſwears 


by him at every word ? Doth hee remember 
him, thinke you ? This is to forget God : For, 
if hee remembred the Name of God, that it is a 
good name, hee would love it: If hee remem- 
bred that it were a great name, hee would feare 
it: If hee remembred it were a glorious name, 
hee would reyerence it.But hee neither knowes 
it to be a good name, hee forgets that it is a 
good name, and a great name, andaglorious 
name, and that makes him to forget God, even 
| when hee remembers him,and ſpeakes of him. 

To conclude, let mee onely make a little ap- 
plication. I thinke, if any Nation may call God 


their Saviour next this people ; ſurely, I chinke,| - 
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| weemay doe it. Conſider how God ſaved us 
in 88.Was not that a great worke ? Remem- 
ber how God ſaved us in the Gun-powder 
treaſon : Was not that a wonderfull worke ? 
Remember how God ſaved our lives from 
death five yeares ſince , in that ſame great and 
heavie plague : Was not that plagueaterrible 
worke ? 

Yet ſurely, brethren, have not wee forgotten 
God ? have not wee forgotten theſe workes of 
his? Our falling from our firſt love , our (li- 
ding back again to Egypr,our neutrality in Reli- 
gion , our little hatred of Idolatry, and Super- 
ſtirion : ſuch is our pride , ſuch is our wanron 
exceſſe, ſuch is our oppreſsion , ſuch our falſe 
weights , and fuch our falſe oathes , and ſuch 
our falſe faces : Our waics that wee walke in 
are ſo unworthy of the Goſpell of Chriſt that, I 

am affraid, God may charge us as truely 
as hee charged this people, Wee have 
forgot God our Saviour, that hath 
done (o great things, ſo. wone 
drous things, and ſo terrible 
things for us. 


FIN I'S. 


PsSAL. 
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If berefore bee ſaid, that he would deſtroy them, had 
not Moſes his choſen ſtood before him in the breeh, 


OM 


33 Have done with that ſame 
* 2) fearefull ſinne of this le. 
I am now, inthe ver etharl 

> have read, to ſhevv you the| 
2 I | fearefull Ke roads God 
-T upon them for this finne, Fe 
fal.b hee would deſlroy them, had not Mo ſes bis choſen | 
ſtood before him inthe breach, to turne away bis wrath, 
leſt bee ſhould deſtroy them. In thele words you 
have two things : 

The ſentencethat God pronounceth againft 

this people for' this {inae ; He ſaid, bee would de- 


ſtroy them. 
You | 


i 
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people, that I may blat out their name from wider bea- 


| full people as this ; I will blot out their name; 


You have ſecondly, the revocation of this 
ſentence; the meanes whereby God was kept 
from the execution of this judgement: you ſhall 
ſee how Gods hand was held from deſtroying 
of them; Moſes bis choſen ſtood in the breach, and tur- 
ned away the wrath of God, that bee ſhould not deſtroy 
them. 

Firſt, bee ſaid bee would deſtroy them. The judge- 
ment that God threatens for this ſin, is not fa- 
mine, nor captivity,nor bondage,nor peſtilence, 
nor the {word of an enemy; butir is a total 
ſubverſion, a totall deſtruction of the whole; 
Nation. The words of God uſed to Moſes, 
Deut.9.14. Moſes, let mee alone, let mee deſtroy this 


ven. Here was the ſentence, hee would blot 
out their name from under heaven. I will ne. 
ver be troubled againe with ſuch an unthank- 


there ſhall notbeluch a people upon the earch 
as this, that have uſed mee thus unthankfully 
for ſuch mercies: as I have ſhewed them. Hee 
doth not now threaten to lopp off a bough or | - 
two from the tree, but to ſtub up the whole 
tree ; hee will not leave roote or branch, head 
nor tayle of this people; hee will have them all 
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buried and entombed in one grave of 
deſtrution , I will deſtroy them all. 

Hee ſaid hee would deſtroy them. | 

I will ſet downe one generall Propoſition : 
Great ſms, ſuch as are fames of an bigh nature , when 
they come once to be commutted with an bigh band, that 
is, with delight, with out-rage, with impudency, and 


God to the utter deſiruFtion of a Whole people,of a whole 
country. 
| Sins of an high nature. Itold you, when I 


impenitency ; they are able to bring the judgements of 


(began to handle this Scripture, what ſinnes are 
ſinnes of an high nature ; thatis, ſuch ſinnes as 
are directly againſt God : 
Atheiſme. 4 
As, 5 Blaſphemy. 
; Idolarry. 
Or,ſuch as are direRtly againſt nature : 
Sodomy. 
a. + Beltiality. 
2 ] All inceſtuous, and unnaturall 
l pollution. | 
Or, thirdly, ſuch ſinnes as are direRtly againſt 
_— ſociety : | 
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[it was over-floyyne with theſe ſins, it came 


Murther. 

| Robbery. 

As, Rapine. 
The effuſion , and ſhedding of 

? innocent bloud. | 
Such finnes as thele, that are direQly a- 


| gainſt God, againſt nature, againſt humane ſo- 


ciety, when they are thus committed with an 
high hand, they are able to bring deſtruRtion , 
utter deſtru&ion, not only upon whole houſes, 
as they did upon the houſe of Jeroboam the fon 
of Neat, upon the houſe of Baſha, upon the 
houſe of Ahab {which houſes God (ſwept with! 
the beeſome of deſtruftion, as the Prophet ſpeakes) 
bur they are able to bring the judgement of 
God to utter deſtruction,upona whole people, 
upon a whole country : they ateable to lay the 
honour of the greateſt Tos ms the greateſt 
Monarch.in the duſt, ina little ſpace, in alitrle 
time, I necd not ſtand longto prove this , on- 
ly tvvo or three examples. 

Some of theſe ſinnes of this naturebrought 
anuter deſtruction upon the whole world ; 
there were but eight perſens leftin it : when 


then to be over-flowne with water. 
| | For, 
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For ſome of theſe ſirines Ggd Broughe fuch| k 
a fearefull deftrution upon Sal and Gomors 
rah, that he made all chat country a proverbof | 
reproach : When God is pleaſed to threaten ut-|-. ( | 
ter deftruQion, hee ſaih, hee will deftroy it as | 
hee did Sodome ang Olamrigh.© ..* ry 
For this ſinne of Rplarry, 2 King.21.3. God 
threatens that hee wil wipe Jeruſalem a5 a man 
be og a diſh, and turnetb it upſide, downe, when hee | 4 
hath wiped it. In Ezek.11.27. he hreatneth Jerg. 5 SE. 
{ falem,ghat he will overture #, and overturne it, and 1 
overturts it , three times : and three times you 
may ſay that Jeruſalemgrvas overturned. 
| Ir wasoverturned once. by the.Babylonian 
army, under Nebuchadnezar. \. 4» 

It was overturned a. ſecondtime by the Ro- 
mane army, under Titik Feſpaſi . 

And then the very ruines of it afterward 
were ſo overturned by Elus Adrian the Emper- 
our, the very carkaſle ofthar City ; for Titus left 
it but like a carkaſle, it was ſo torne and tortus |- | 
red. The carkaſſe of Jezabelt was caten fo with 
doggs, that men could not ſay, This is Jezabell, 

Fe catkaſle of this City was ſotorne, that, 


lot 
it not been fee aturret or two, and a piece 
Fofa wall that they would have fland, a man -Y 
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_ | could nothave ſaid, This was Jeruſ, alem. 

Idolatry was fiſt eſtabliſhed in = Eaſterne 

parts of th the world : I-pray looke what miler. 
*ble deſtruction God brought upon thoſe Eaſt- 
erne parts. Where arenow hole g golden Chur- 
ches bf Aſia * Where are thoſe learned Chur- 
ches of Greece ? As Pius Secundus once (aid , A 
man may looke for Greece in Greece now, and 
| not finde it: they arcall drowned in Turciſne 

and infidelity, for this {inne of Idolatry, I will 
goe no furtherin les. 

In Levit.18. God reckons upthe ſinnes of the 
people that lived in the land of Canaan before he 
brought his people to it , and he reckons all 
thoſe fins that I named to you now :ſome di- 
realy againſt God,ſome directly againſt nature, 
ſome direRly againſt humane ſociety, Then he| | 
warnes his people v.25. 8 28. to take heed, Take 
heed that you defile not your ſelves, and the land, with 
thoſe ſinnes wherewith the Gentiles did defile it : mark 

the reaſon, left (quoth hee) the land fue you out, 
45 it did the inhabitants before you. A homely phraſe, 
you will ſay:It is ſo;yct,it1s a phraſe obſervable. 
| As itis with a man thathath his ſtomack over- 
reed with ſome meat that heehath eaten, 
{'* never is at reſt and quiettill hee have caſt 
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with a land that is over-charged with finnes of 
this nature, it is neverat reſt jc is ſill working, 
and working; as a mans ftomack' is never ar. 
reſt. till it have eaſed it ſelf by vomiting and have | 
caſt out thoſe inhabitants that have defiled 
it. . 
It pleaſerh the Spirit of God toule the ſame 
kraft in. Rev.3.16. ſaith God tothe Angell of 
the Church of Epheſus ; Thou art neither hot nor 
cold, but luke-warme, 1 will (pue thee out of my mouth. 
[ will caſt thee out with api =: 
tion. 
God is a mercifull God, and his mercy is 0+ 
verall his workes; bue when fin once growes 
to be horrible, God can no more forget thathe' 
is juſt, then hee can forget that hee is mercitull : 
five mult 'needs pay it, and pay.ithome inthe 
end with vengeance. God may be provoked | 
roo farre, and patience, when.it is too farre a- | 
 |buſed, will turne to fury. IH 
When | conſider the manifold/{innes,under 
the burthen where of this Land ; 
and TI name that firſt which 1 _—_ laſt; our 
luke-warmnefle, our neutrality in Religion;our 
halting between God and Badl, wats AT 
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| youchſafed us ; I wonder, I fay, at Gods mer 


our unmercifull'oppreſsions,and our oyer-mer-| 
cifull connivance at the vile diſhonour to the 
Name. of God :+I doc not wonder, brethren, 
that God hath: denied to ns, this yeare, his ac- 
cuſtomed plentifull bleſsing in our corne-fields. 
[ doe not wonder that hee hath ſent to us divers 
times ſuch unſeaſonable ſeaſons. I wonder not 
at the murraine of cattell- in many places of this 
Kingdome. I wonder not that the arrovves of 
peftilence flee abroad tolo many corners of the 
Cnggene; that the venome of them drinkes 
up 1 e ſpirits of ſo many hundreds in ſeverall 
places, I wonder not at our mutuall Jealouſies 
and diſcontents (peradyencure, fore-runners of 
heavier judgements.) I wonder at the mercy of 
God, conſidering what a ſinfull Nation we be, 
a Nation laden with fins, a Nation that walk,moſt 
unworthy of thoſe high favours that God hath 


&F, 


that hath ſpared us thus long : It is his mercy, that 
Wee are not all conſumed, It.is his mercy, that God 
blats not out our names-from under heaven. 
Pradyencure;;there be ſome Moſeſes in the land, 
ſome choſen ſervants of God, ſome that have 
ſtood in the gap to keep. this judgement from 


us. That is the firſt point, - 
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I come now to theſecond., He ſaid, be would 
deſtroy them ((aith the text; ) then Moſes his choſen 
flood in the breach, and kept away his fierce wrath,t 
hee ſhould not deftroy them. | 

Here arethree things obſervable : 

Firſt, that a ſentence of extirpation,pronoun- 
ced againſt a people, is revoked ; God ſaid that 
hee would deſtroy them, yet heedoth it not. 

A ſecond thing, tharone man, Moſes, (indeed 
a cholen man ) Moſes whom hee had choſen , pro- 
curesthis reyocation of this ſentence againſt this 
whole people. 

Athird thing is, the meanes by which Moſes 
came to. ger this lentence revoked, and that was 
this , bee/?ood in the breach. God, like an enemy, 
had made a breach in the wall, and Mojes hee 
[runnesto that breach, and there ſtayes God, that 
hee ſhould not deſtroy them. 

I am afraid time will notgive mee leayeto | 
goe through all theſe,[ will goe as farre as Ican, 
and leave the relt cill the next day ; they are nor 
things that are to be haſtily paſled over. |! 

The firſt is, that the ſentence is revoked ; 

Hee ſaid that hee would deſtroy them. | 

{ Hee ſaid it.) . If a man had faid it ;-1 
ſhould not then have wondred, that ic ſhonld 
' have 
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have been. revoked. A man may ſay a thing 
and never meane it ; Man is deceitful upon the 
weight, "_ then vanity it ſelfe. 

Or, ſecondly, a man may ſay a thing, and 
meane it, and yet not beable to make ir good : 
as Senacherib ulcd great and big words againſt 
Jeruſalem, what hee would doe; and hee meanc 
it, ſurely, for hee came with a mighty army a. 
gainſt it : butGod put a hooke in his noſtrils, 
and a bridle into his lips, and brought him back 
againe that ſame Way that hee came , hee Was not able 
to ſhoote an arrow againſt it. 

Thirdly, a man may ſay a thing, and meane 
it, and have power in his hand to doeit; but 
his mind may be altered, hee may repent of 
what he hath ſaid:as you ſee of David,he ſaid he 
| would not leave a man alive in Nabals houle, 
ro make water againſt the wall : ſurely, hee 
meant it too, and had power in his hand to do 
it ; but, by the wiſedom of Ab;zail, he was per- 
ſwaded to turne, and alter his mind , hee did 
not doe it. If a man had ſaid this, I ſay, I ſhould 
not have wondred : But that God, that is the 
prime truth', the prime effentiall truth, upon 
whom all truth depends ; Fee that # light, in 
Whom is no darkweſſe at all , hee thatis ___ | 
whom 
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whom there is no falſhaod at all : none a@ual- | 
ly, hee cannot deceive us ; none paſcively, hee 
cannot be deceived himflfe, that hee ſhould 
ſay, and ſhould nat doe it when hee hath ſaid 
it: for, as that Wizard Balaam, ſaid truely, God| 
is not 4s man, that bee ſhould lie ; or as the ſon of man, 

that be ſhould repent. Hath God ſaid it, and ſhall he not 

doe it, (aich hee ? Hath the word come out of 
Gods mouth, and ſhall he not makeit good ? I 

will urge the obje&tion no further. 

But I anſwer it, and with the words of 
Gregorie ; Deus mutare ſententiam , &c. God 
knowes hovy tochange a ſentence pronounced 

inſt a people, but God knovyes not hovy to | 
bs e his counſel], The counſell of God ; thae 
is, what God in his ſecret counſell hath decreed 
land determined from all eternity, thar ſhall be | 
tulfilled in the (cafon, in the ſubſiance, ya, ine. 
very circumſtance. God knovyes not hovy to | 
change his counſell; the counſell of Godis as 
immutable as Moen : There is n0 variable 
neſſe, with God, (laith S. James)nor e 
WF, 8, Mutability, is a kind ann fore 
as poſsible for God to bemorall, as to be mu- | 
table. The counſell of God is immutable, God 
{knows not how to change that, but God 
| . P knows 
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ſlines, and by the Ammonites ; they come to.God 


| (166) | 
knowshow tochange'a ſentence pronounced. | 
Youſhall ſeeitin many examples : God tells, 4 
bimelech in a dream , Surely thou art a dead man, for 
this woman that thou haſt in thine houſe , yet, no 
ſooner had Abimelech reſtored the woman, bur 
Gods ſentence was changed, his life ſpared. In | 
Fudg10.the people vere oppreſſed by the Phili- 


for help : God tells them, No (ſaith hee) TI have | 
delivered you heretofore , when you cried to mee I deli- 
vered .you, "but you have gone and ſerved other gods | 
goe, get you: tothoſe gods, let them deliver you ; as for 
mee, I will deliver you no more. A fearetull ſentence, | 
yet, prelently-upon their repentance, God deli. 
|vered them, and many times afterward. 
Ezechiah woas ſick to death, and God ſends 
him a! meſſage by.I/aiah, Set thine houſe in order, 
for thou: ſhalt die. Ezechiah tarnes his face to the 
wall, and weepes ; God revokes his ſentence, 
and hee addes fifreene'yeares more'to his daies. 
God ſends a fearefull meſſage by the mouth of 
Jonahto the Ninevites, et foiirty dates, and Nine- 
veb ſhall be deſtroyed , yet, for all chat fourty, and 
fourty, and almoſt fourty more, notdaies, but 
years, paſſed over the heads of the Ninevxes,be- 


| fore that City of theirs was lodged in bloud. 
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ſtand, though! with the conſtancy. and uns 
changeableneſle of Gods nature, yet. with his 
truth, thus to change, and revoke his jſentence * 

Not to trouble you with the opinions of 
ſome men : let me only hold co this, That theſe 
{ame comminations, and. threatnings of God, 
are notabſolute, but they are conditional ; they 
are upon a condition : Now a condition (as 
the School-men ſay) a conditionall threatning, 


ſelfe npon the condition this way, or that way, 
as the doore doth upon the hinges. 

Let me make it a little plainer if Ican; When 
God doth threaten that hee will roote-oura 

ple , as hee did. here now ; or to bring ſuch 
and ſuch judgements upon a people, hee doth. 
it uſually upon a two-fold condition. When 
God doth ſo threaten'a people, hee requires 
rwo things from thar' people : 

The firſt is at the hands of wicked men, 
that is, that they ſhall all turne awvay from their 
ſins, repent of their ſins ; and then the ſentence 
is changed. Look Jerem.18. ver.6, 7, 8.1f I ſhall 
ſpeake to a Nation, to pluck it up, and.to roote it out, to 


"Why, bur will fone ſay, hve cans chis 


a conditionall commination, it doth turne it 


deſtroy it ; if that Khngdome, a that Nation ſhall 
2 


turne. 
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| and ,vehement intercelsion to God by prayer 


tlirne from their evill waies, and repent ; then (faith 
God) I will repent of that evill that I threatned to dae 
againſt them. The ſentence is abſolute, tothe end| 
it may ftrike a further feare and terrour. 
| The ſentence is propounded abſolutely, butin- 
tended conditionally. Though God doth not 
change his will, yet God doth willa change. 
If wee know how to —_ our lives, God 
knowes how to change his ſentence. That is 
the firſt thing that he requires. 

The ſecond thing that God lookes for at 
the hands of his children, is, anecarneſt, 


here at this time : He ſaid, hee would deſtroy | 
. but it was wick thiscondition, hee 
would not deſtroy thern,if Moſes made intercel- 
fion forthetni. 
Yea, and hee would encourage Moſes, hee 
did as nach as tell Moſes, that this was the 
micanes whereby hee might be ſtayed, And he 
would encoutage Moſes to triake interceſiion, | 
by his words ; Moſes (faith hee) let mee alone, | 
and let mee deſtroy this people. Why doth hee fay, 
let mee alime ? Whit is that, but becauſe hee 


for pardon. That was the condition hee look- 
pry/a 
thu 


| would haye him be bold*? O Myſes, you ſee 


whatt 


—RY 


| 


"1 l + U 3 
"+ ___— Ins Y 


x 


Ww OBE Mit. ade: mw... _— CORE 


ſtrike this people if you make interceſsion (hee 
knew Moſes his love to this people) therefore, 

let mee alone, that I may deſtroy them. 
I muſt conclude with che time, and with an 


| what power you have with mee, I cannor| * 


application. 

There is a fatal] period fer toall the King- 
domes of theeatth, ſooner or later, according as | 
the ſinnes of char Kingdome and people come | 
to their full ripeneſſe and maturity. Both Phi- 
loſophers, and Divines have obſerved, by long | 
experience, diverſe prognoltick ſignes of the «7 
proach of the ruine of a people : It God ſhould 
{ceme, by any of theſe prognoſtick lignes, to 
threaten-our ruine and deſtruction atthistime , 
if God doth ſeeme to-any todoe this, let them 
know, it may be that this threatning of God 


by which vvee may get God to reyoke, and calf |! 
back his word : One is,by true repentance from 
wicked men, and, the other is an carneſt inter- 
ceſsion made by Gods children. O, brethren, 
that wvee did butknow, in this our day, what 
belongs now to our peace. O, that wee could 
dos theNinevites did,every one humble him- 
ſelte before God, and turne from the m—_— 
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now is but conditionall. There are two waies | 
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neſſe of his -vaics ! And, ©, that Moſes would| 
run to the breach, and now with ſtrong cries 
and, teares, begge- pardon ! for who doth 
know whether the Lord will not yet be mer- 
cifull to us, and turne his fierce wrath from us, 
that wee periſh not ? I have gone thorovy' the 
firſt thing, the revocation of the ſentence : Who 
cauſed it ? Moſes ; And by what means Z 
By ſtanding in the breach. I muſt 
leaye till next time. 


| 
| 
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Wherefore bee ſaid , hee would deſtroy them, had 
not Moſes bus choſen ſtood in the breath, exc. 


85 Spake the laſt day of the re- 
; \tC- vocation of this ron I 
py JC come now tothe next thing, 
2/2 Who cauſed the revocation 
R2> of this ſentence : but one 


'a cholen man. 
| | Moſes whom bee had choſen.” 

Marke, I pray, among Gods elec in every 
generation, in every age, there have beer'ſorne 
men that have been fele&, Such a man I name 
Enoch in the old- world, that Godtooke away 
hence, that hee ſhould not fee death + Arid'fuch 


A man , Moſes ;\ but hee was | 


a man Treckon Nob to be; aman'gracious'in| 
* =. on 
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| the eyes of God, when all the world periſhed. 
And fuch a man I reckon Abraham to be, whom 
God is pleaſed to honour with the name of his 
Friend, Abraham my Friend : And ſuch a man 
was Moſes,vvrhom God was wont to talk with, 
as familiarly as one man talkes with another, 
as the Scripture ſaith : And ſuch men I reckon 


| men of Iſrael 1n their daies : And ſuch a man was 
Danel, a man of Gods affte&ion, a man that 
|God did wondrouſly love, and fe by ; and 


many more. Thele are as deare to God, as the 


thelc Icall the Favourites of heaven. 
Kings upon earth have their Favourites ; the 
King of Kings hath his. Theſe are the Favou- 
rites of heaven ; thele are thoſe principall men : 
Micah 5:v.5. The Princes of men. 'The hebrew 
| beares it , Principall men. Thelc are thoſe 
Excellent mes upon earth , that David ſpeakes 
of, Plal.16. My delight is upon the Excellent ones 
that are upon the earth, There is not one of thele 
[but are worth a thouſand others, and have 

[morc povyer with God, then many thouſands 
of others : And, as the people {aid of David, 
when hee would goeto bauell againſt Abſolom ; 
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Eliah and Eliſha to be,the very (hariots and Horfe. | 


apple of bis awne eye, as the ſignet upon his right hand : | 


Piſs ads. — 1 

No gps ſhalt wot goe; left the light of Iſrael be quoich- 
ed : for thou art worth ten thiuſand'of us. I may 
chefame of ſuchasrheſt + One Moſes in the day | 
of 'Gods-hot wrath and -yenipeatice ;- one ſuch 
a manas Phineas was in thetime of a plaghe ; | 
One {ſuch a man as Hah was in the time of a 
droughr; Onefſuch a mari a&'Pawt inthe compa- 


nie when men are in' a ſhipvyrack;, is'ableto 
doe more goodthen a thoaland others. | 

Gods chitdren, they are not alway mighty 
men accerding to the fleſh, Not many mighty, 
ſaiththe Apoſtle,not many mighty ones accord. 
ingto the fleſh; 1 (or:1.6. Bur, though they be 
notalvway mighty according tothe fleſh, " m. 
in regard of their ſpiritard grace; and their ſtate 
with God, they may be mighty men. Saint 
John Baptiſt, a contemptible man according to 
the fleſh ; bur the Angell fore-told of him, thar 
hee ſhould be great in the ſight of the Lord. 

You have ſome men that have prided them- 
ſelves in the firname-of Great ;-- Antiochus 'the | 
Great, and Atexander the'Gremt, and Herd the 
Great, and Pompey the Great, and diverle others, 
There be many of Gods children poore, con- 
remptible things , Tyxobilid nwndi, the contem- 


ptible chings of the world: ; chat are greater 


C—Y 


— —— 


[CeS t s. Onee 9 4/2 $2: hte: Bed. 
— TFT. 
- 


ra 7 E 


| 


men with God,and have done greater atyghen 
the greateſt of thele great ones. 
Which of all thoſe great ones was able to 
command the {un to-ſtand ſtill?- Jofub did it; 
Sun, ſtand thou ſtill in Gibean,and thou Moon in the val. 
ley of Ajalm. Which of all thoſe great ones was 
able to command the thunder # Samuel did itin 
the time of wheat-harveſt. Which of allthoſe 
great ones Was able to colnmand the raine ? 
Hliah did it : 4s the Loyd God of Iſrael liveth, there 
be uo raine, but according to my word, King.37. 
verſet1, Which of all thoſe great ones was able 
to ftand in the breachagainſi the great God of 
heaven and earth,vrhen hee cameto execute his 
fierce wrath upon his people ? you ſee Moſes 
did it. If one Moſes may caule a reyocation of a 
fearfull ſentence againſt a whole Nation, what 
may a multitude of Gods choſen ones doe, uni- 
ting their forces , and (oliciting heaven for 


| mercy ? 


-. I know, beloved brethren, what opinion 
the world hath of Gods children, of Gods cho- 
ſen ones : they doe not onely thinke them to be 
contemptible things, aZ4\14s/a, as che Apoſtle 
ſpeakes, the very filth of the world, and the off-ſcow 
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are not, {aith the Apoſtle. may have a be. 
ing in nature ; bue they —_ being in the 
eſteeme and account of men, tho/e things that are 
And they not onely, thinke chem thus , but 
(beſides)the only troubleſome,dangerous men 
in a.ſtate. 4hab tooke Hliahto bethe man thar 
troubled all Ifrael. The men of Theſſalonica tooke 
Jaſon, and the brethren in. his houſe, to be the 
men that turned the world upſide downe, as they | 
ſpeake 48s 17. ver.5.. Tertullus accuſeth Parlto 
be a peſtilent fellow , nay,it is ſomewhat worſe in | 


lenceit ſelfe, a plague, one that moyed ſedition 
thorow the world where hee came, 4s 24. . 
In the firſt ages of the Church,jf either Tyber 
at any time did flovy- above the accuſtomed 
height, or Nilus did not flovy to the accuſto- 
med height , if either there were famine, or pe- 
ſilence in the land, or any calamity, they laid 
all che faulrupon the Chriſtians: the Chriſtians 
were in the fault, away with the Chriſtians, | 
to the lions with them ; as though they were | 
men not worthy to' live in the world. - Yer 


Job fairy; Nay,men.of no being: Theſe things that 


the Greeke, it is 25/«»in the abſtract, the peſti. | 


hearken, I pray, what the Apoſtle ſaith for all | 


Q2_ that, | 
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' | wandred up anddowne in ſheep-skins, and goatiskins, 


that, in. Hebrew.11-'ver.38..: The world was 'not; 


Worthy of them. Hee ſpeakes of fore men that 


deſtitute, affled, tormented ; yet the warld was not | 
worthy of then. Why not worthy ? Theſe men| 
bring bleſsings to the places where they come, 
"A; 6 ik bleſsings ta the. world , the world is 
n ,of.chele blekings, therefore not 


nor Or 
worthy-of the men that procured them." - 
And what bleſsings(will you ay )doe Gods 
children bringtoaplacet +; inns oct 7 
I tell you, they bring a-blefing wich their 
very prelence , their yery preſence is a bleſsing, 
The preſence of  Zacob was a bleſsing in the 
houſe of Laban. The very prelence. of Foſeph 
was 2 bleſsing in the houle of Potiphar. And 
what a bleſsing was in the widovw of Zare- 
phath's houſe, when Ekjah was there? .' | 
Then. they; progure-a /bleſsing with: their 
prayers where they come ; The prayer of a faitbfull 
man prevailes muchWith God. God promiſed this 
to Abimelech as, a great favour ; : My ſervant Abra- 
ham | ſhall pray for-thee. And the. like fayour is 
promiſed to the three friends of Job; Goe, (ſaith 
God, to thoſe three men, Job's: friends, )' 2p 


| every one of you offer a burnt offering, ſeven bullackes, 


and 
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and ſeven lambes for a burnt offering, and my ſervant 
Job ſhall pray for you, Job ult.8. | 

Thirdly, they procute blefsings by their 
good example of lite, becauſe they ſhine as ſtars 
arfiong a wicked and froward generation. 

Yea, and they procure this bleſsing, not one- 
ly to private- houſes , as Jacob" did to the 
houſe of Lahan |, and Joſeph to- the houſe of 
Potiphar ; bur tothe whole ſociety, to all that are 
inthe company. There were in the ſhip with, 
Paul rrvo' hundred ſeventy and fix (oules in a 
mighty ſhipwrack': not one of thoſe men peri- 
ſhed, not a haire fell from the head of any one 
of them , and all for Paul's lake. They bring a 
bleſsing ro the whole company that is with 
chem. 

Nay, further,they bring a bleſsing to a whole 
City where they be : Rume to and ro(laith the 
Lord to'the Prophet )) in theftreets of Fernſalem, 
| and ſee if you can finde a man that willexecute judges 


|ment, and ſpeake the truth, and I'will ſpare the City fo 
his ſake, Jer.5.i. © If there had been but ten men 
in Sodome righteous, it had not been deſtroyed : 
therewas but one righteous man found there, 
and God could doe nothing to.Sodometill hee] 
was out of it ; Get thee gone ({aith the Angellto| 
| 2647, 
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Lot ) 1 can doe nothing till thou be gone. 


| uprightneſſe of bis bands, Job 22. ule. 


Nay, further, they doe good to the whole 
country wherein they live. Wee are not ina 
continent here, wee live in an Ifland : And 
hearken what Hiphaz, the Temanite ſaith, ac 
cording to our former tranſlation ( our new 
ſomewhat varies, but the words will beare as 
well the one asthe other) The righteous ſhall de- 
liver the Iſland, and it ſhall be delivered thraugh the 


Nay,l will goe further, The children of God 
are not the men that turne the world uphde 
downe, they are the men that keepe it upri 
Were it not for the Ele& inthe world, God 
would ſoone turne itupfide dovyne. It is for | 
the EleQts ſake that hee keepes it up : as ſoone as 
the Elect are gathered together , the world will 
be at ancnd. 

Let mee make uſe of it, and I have done. 
Doth God for the righteous lake ſhewy favour 
to the wicked ; mee thinkes, the wicked for 
their owne ſakes ſhould ſhew fayour to the 
_ If Mofes were gone, and the vvrath 

G 


(hould run tothe gap, and to the breach 2 -. 
If. Aaron were gone, and the plague ſhould 
Wax 


od begin to burne like fire againſt us, who | 


i. 


* - -wrom, 


| ſhould fight for us ? | 


' came :' Methuſelah wwas but new dead, and, as 


| : eg 


is. Ld —_— 
ES © ALI oe a AIC AS fY> 
—_ ,CEY 
» 


cenſer, and ſtand berwveen the living and the 
dead, and make atonement for us ? 

. If war ſhould bein the land, and if the Cha- 
riots and Harſe-men of Iſrael were gone, who 


A fearefull prelage of an utter deſtruRtion, | 
(and was ever held ſo) is the untimelyend of 


many eminent perſons in the Church or Com. 
mon-wealth ; a fearfull preſage. Methufelab, if 


| you marke the ſtory, did live to the very ſix 


undredth yeare of Noab's life,and in the ſecond 
,month of that ſix hundredth yeare the Flood 


ſoone as Methuſelah was dead, God ſent the 
Flood. As ſoone as Joſiah, that good King, was 

flaine, then came that miſerable captivity. Elay 

chap.57.ver.1. The righteous periſheth, and no man 

layeth it to heart and 200d men are taken away. Why ? | 
from theevill that is to come. Marke that, from the 
evil that is ro-come. God takes thoſe away, thoſe 
would hinder him, thoſe would run to the 
breach, thoſe would ſtay divine juſtice from 
proceeding further ; hee takes them away. Let 
me conclude this point: You have had here one 


s, 


worke of Moſes ; let mee tell you of anocher 
: in 


wax hot among us, who ſhould run with his\ 


| 
: 


T—— > — 


I a " © 9 


Y St a 


Þ, F Me tt "1 . 


= 


(120) 


in another hiſtory. Inthe 17%, of Exodus, there 


gate up onthe hill, apd held his hands ro God 
in prayer-: As long as Moſes his hands were held 
up, 1/raelprevailed; when Moſes his hands grew 
faint, come Aaron and Hur , one on the one 
hand, and the other onthe other, and hold up 
his hands, and prop them up, that they might 
not be weary. Brethren, wee ſhould all be 


holding up our hands to God for mercy, If 


was war between Iſrael and Amalek ; Moſes hee | | 


thou, out of conſcience of thine owne unwor- 
thineſſe, thinkeſt ſurely that God will not re- 
gard the holding up of thine hands; he will ne- 
ver haveaneyeto thine hands when thou hold, 
eſt them up, yet doe as Aaron and Fur, hold u 
the hands of them, whoſe hands thou think 


part, a&t Aarons and Furs. 
| Alas! the hands of Gods children are faint, 
they arediſcouraged, their knees are feeble with 
prayer : O, encourage them, lift up their hands, 
it may be God will yet heare their prayers, and 
ſhew mercy to thew. Thus much ſhall ſerve 
for the firſt point: It was Moſes that gat the 
lentence revoked. 

I come to the other, the meanes by which he 


| 


God will reſpec. It rnou canſt not act Moſes his 
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hee ſtands inthe breach ; had 
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Moſes his choſen ſtood in the breach. 


wars, If a City be belieged, and if theenemy 
without, by aram, or any other warlike En- 


are men of courage and valour runne-to the 
wall, runne to the breach ,-and ſtrive by all 
meanes poſsible to keepe the enemy from en- 
tring in at that breach that hee hath made. 

This fearefull ſinne of the people had made 
a breach, by which divine juſtice might have 
entred, and have brought an utter deſtrution 
upon them all : Moſes runnes to the breach, and 
ſers himlelfe berween God and the people, 
that God ſhould not proceed further co their 
deſtruction. | 

Now, you muſt note, he ſtood in the breach 
ewo waies : 

Firſt, by a due execution of juſtice. 
And: then by an carneſt, importunate inter- 
celsion for mercy. 

Firſt, I ay, by the execution of juſtice. Doth 
the wrath of God at any time burne like fire 
againſt a ſinfull people ? There are two things 
whereby it may be quenched ; A man ma 
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A military phraſe, :a {wer taken from the |- 


gine, hath made a breach in the wall; all that | 
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quench the wrath of God in regard of any tem- 
porall calamity , the fire of Gods wrath, with 
two things, two liquors : 

The one is blood. 

The other is teares. 

The: blood I meane, is the blood of male- 
factors, principall malctactors,that ſhall be ſhed 
with the ſword of juſtice. 

The tcares I ſpeake of, are ſuch teares as are 
ſhed by principall men, by the Favourites of 
heaven in their prayers for mercy. Moſes doth 
both;he pleads Gods caule here againſt the peo. 
ple, and he pleads the peoples again with God. 

Firſt, (auſam Dei apud populon gladio, he pleads 
Gods cauſe againſt the people with a ſword of 
juſtice ; hee pleads the peoples caule againſt 
God with teares, and prayers :- in both hee 
ſhevves himſelfe a zealous Magiſtrate, and I 
cannot tell whether hee ſhewy himſelfe more 
zcalous to the glory of God in the one,or more 
zcalous of the peoples good in the other. 

For the fuft, his execution of juſtice. There 
is a way to ſtand inthe breach. Mofes is laid to 
be the mildeft man that was upon the carth; 
but, I pray, marke what this mild man dig, 
when hee ſaw the glory of God beſtowed us 
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pon a baſe, filby, inglorious abomination. 
Firſt hee comes from the Mount, and brings 
the Tables of God in his hand, and caſts down 


| 


the Tables, and breakes them , I doe not thinke 

hee did it through impotency of palsion : Mark 

his words, Denteronom.g.ver.17. mee thinkes, 

hee did itadviſedly ; but with ſome ſecret war- 

rant from God. Hee ſaw thepeople had bro-: 
ken the Covenant, and hee, before their eyes, 

breakes the Tables of the Covenant, the moſt 
precious monument thar ever the world had. | 
This was the firlt thing hee did. 

Hee ftayes not here, hee goes to the Calfe, 
the ſinnethat they had made (as hee calls it ) he 
takes it, and breakes it to pieces, ftampes it to 
powder, hee beats itas {mall as dult,an caſts it 
into the brooke, and makes them drink the 
water of it, theſe are the Gods that ſhall goe bes 
fore them. Let them looke their godin their u. 
rine. 

He is not yet content, but cries, Who is on the 
Lords fide * And the Tribe of Leyicome, and 
gird their {words on their ſides, and run from 
one ſide of the camp to the other, and ſlay eve- 
ry -man. his brother, and every man his Father, 


har every man his companion. They {levy at 
| R 


2 that \ 


* 
eee _ _—_—— i 


\ a Ba..] —— 


Ks AO 


os of 


ns oY 


(124) 
hat traothieethouſand, and with the blood of 
theſe hanfand hee flacked the wrath of 
God. The ſontaIM8FLevi never offered a facri- 
fice of the fleſh a ,that was a ſacrifice of 
fo ſweet a ſmelling ſavour in the noſtrils of 
God, as this ſacrifie&of their brethren. | 

When a ſinne is committed , wherewith | 
earth is annoyed, and heaven provoked, the 
juſtice of God ſers out preſently againſt that fin, 
but goes on ſlowly, very {lowly : hee will ſee 
whether mans juſtice will follow after it, or 
no; if mans juſtice overtake it, Gods juſtice 
purſues it no further, there is anend. 

There may be caſily an unmercifull cruelty 
in the ſhedding of blood , and there may be an 
over-cruell mercy in the ſparing of it. Jonab was 
no ſooner caſt out of the ſhip, butthe ſea was 
” Achan, and his family were no ſooner 

oned to death, and burned with fire, but Ira- 
el prevailed. The ſonnes of Saul were no ſoon- 
er hanged, but the famine ceaſed. Phineas ſtood 
up,and executed judgement, and the plague was ſtayed, 
in verſe 30. of this Palme. As foone as this | 
blood of threethouſand men, that were princis 
pall offenders in this 1dolatry, as ſooneas that 
was ſhed; as ſoone as that blood was throvene 
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upon the fire' of Gods wrath, the: fire ſlacked 
preſently. 

But yet it was not quenched till his prayer 
came. There is the ſecond way, his prayer 
The prayer of a righteous man prevaileth much, if it be 
fervent. Can you finde a more fervent prayer 
then this that Moſes made for this people ? Mark 
rheprayer, you ſhall finde it Exodus 32. where 
this ſtory is ſet downe. 

Firſt hee puts God in mind of his propriety 
in this people, It was thy people , O God, exc. God 
before called them Mifes his people, as you may 
perceive, when God bids him goe downe ; Goe 
downe, for thy people that thou haſt brought out of E- 
2ypt, &c. Moſes diſclaimes them, as it he ſhould 
lay, Lord, they arenone of my people, they 
are thy people : Wilt thou loſe any thing that 
is thine ? There is his firſt argument. 

His ſecond argument is from Gods great 
workes ; Lord, thou haſt brought them out of Egypt 
With a mighty hand. Wee love not to loſe our 
former benefits ; our former benefits are loſt, if 
they be not ſeconded with new : Lord, wilt 
thou loſe thy former favours done to this 
people *. 
|. Thethird argament'is,hee-puts God in _ 
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of his glory; Lard,what will the Egyptians ſay? Thou 


haſt brought them forth with a mighty band, and an 


out-ſiretched arme. Why is it ? To kill them in the 
mountaines * To conſume them from the earth * Lord, 
how will thy glory be eclipled ? 

Then, fourthly , hee puts him in mind of 
their progenitors, Abraham, Iſaac, and Faceb : 
Lord, theſe be the children of choſe Fathers , 
Didſt thou love the tree, and wilt thou calt a- 
way the fruit ? Didſtchou love the Fathers, and 
wilt thou caſt away the children 2? . - 

Then another is from the promiſe of God, 
confirmed with oathes : thou {wareſt to them 
that thou wouldelt give them the Land ; 
ſhall notthy promiſe hold ? Not thy promiſe 
confirmed with oathes ? Here is his pleading 
for the people : as before you heard how hee 
pleaded Gods cauſe with 'the ſword, yea, 
how -carheſtly hee pleaded Gods caule, in 
that very day that hee brake the Calte. Yer, 
notwithſtanding, all this, the good man feared: 
though God might-repent of. the evill, yer, it 
may be, he will not be rhorowly reconciled to 
the people, there will not be a thorovy reconci- 
liations; therefore he goes to God againe, Lord 
(quoth hee) 1f thou wilt pardon this people ! It was 
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a vchement pathos ; If thog wilt pardan it ! hee 
ſaith no more : bur, if thou wilt not, put mee out of | 
the booke of life. So deſirous was hee of Gods 
glory,together with the ſalvation of the people, 
that hee was carcleſſe of the ſalvation of] his 
own ſoule ; Lord, either forgive them, or blot me out 
of the book of life. Here is a vehement prayer, and' 
with this he ſlacks the wrath of God, & quench. 
cth it. It was ſlacked with the bloud that he 
calt on it,it was quenched with the teares.' - | 
Wee reade of many more in Scripture that 
ſtood in the breach ; Samuel; God is wont by 
Jeremy to joyne him and Moſes together, If Mo- 
ſes and Samuel ſtood before mee. Then Ezekiel 
ſtood in the breach another time : Joſiah, ano. 
'| ther time. And, not to heape other examples, | 
God complaines, Ezek.13.5. that the Prophets | 
would not ſtand ix the breach, the falſe Prophets. | 

Bur there is an excellcnt place, worth your ob- 

ſervation, in Ezek.22.ver.z0. God had ſpoken 
of the ſins of che people thorovy thar Chapter, 
and ſhewed how thole ſins had made way for 
Divine juſtice to breake in among them: Then, 
in verſe 30. marke what hee Gi : I ſought for 
man among them that would make np the bedge, and 
ſtand in the gap before mee for the land, that it ſhould 
not 
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not be deſtroyed : T found none : ſee , I fought for 
4 man. 

When our ſinnes have opened ſuch. a gap, 
whereby divine juſtice may come into the de- 
ſtruction of a whole land , then God looks for 
a man, helooks about to ſee if hecan finda man 
that will come and ſtand in the gap , to keep 
him that he might not deſtroy them. Brethren, 
hee that doth not ſee what a wide gap, what 
a wide breach the manifold fins of this land 


have made, whereby divine juſtice may breake | 
in, and hath begun to breake in already ; hee 
that ſees not this gap, this breach, ſees nothing, | 
I pray you, brethren, doe but remember, Did 
not God ,a few yeares agoe, make us turne our | 
backes twice or thrice upon our enemies ? Did 
hee not make us a very derilion, and ſcorne to 
cthemtthatare round about us ? -Doth not God 
| come in now among us, as the Prophet Fiaba- 
kuk ſhewes his manner of coming, when hee 
comes to judgement ; to. wit; with the peſti- 
lence before  bim, and burning coales going forth at bis 
feet ? Hab.z.verſe 5. Doe you not ee, beloved 
brethren, what a number of new upſtart here- 
lies there bein the world ? Irbodes no good, 
| | ſurely ;new hereſies-broached every day, 7) 
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old herelirs renevved. Doe you net @c what | 


miſerable reats and ſchiſmes there be in the 


i 


vided ? Then doe you not ſee whatyealouſics | 
and diſcontents there are in the ſecular fate 2 | 
Brethren, furely God is looking fora man to 

come tothe breach. 

Help, men, fathers, and brethren, come to 
this breach ; help, Magiftrates : ic is not cnough 
for you to loake upon \gur mileries) on 
withtcares in your eycs, unlefle yourhands 
putto theredreſle of it. Are there nohoules of 
correction for thele vagrant perſons that live 
under -no Magiftracy, under ;no Miniſtry ? 
Have you no carts for bauds ? No whips for 
harlots ? No pecnniarie nntl&s for others ? 
No puniſhments-fartran{grefors ? 

Ic is for us too,thatare Miniſters,to runne to 
this breach. If ever wee did preach with pow- 
er, and evidence, and demonſtration, not of na- 
ture, or art, but of grace, and of the ſpirit, it is 
time for us now to preach, and to preach a- | 
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| breach, by earneſt interce{sion tro.God priyatly, 


oaife, in ſcaſon, and out of ſeaſon. O, that wee 


| | could: be Boanerges, ſons of thunder, and crie 


downe thoſe fins that crie for vengeance. And 


| hearken, Maſters, Fathers, and Governours of 
| amilies, run ro the breach. In cleanling ofthe 


City, if every man ſweep before his own door, 
the ſtreets will be kept cleane. Why doeyou 
ſuffer revelling, and ſwearing, and quarrelling, 
and drinking in your families ? Your houſes 
ſhould be Churches for God, Where be your 
old exerciſes of Religion in your houſholds ? 
Where be your prayers, and your reading of 
Scriprures,and your finging of Plalmes ? Where 
is your carechiling 2 I ſay 'no more, bur, high 
and low, rich and poore, let usall run tothe 


by continuall teares of repentance. I conclude | 

now as I did'the laſt day, Who knowes yet 

whetherthe Lord will have mercy on ns. 
and*turne front his fierce wrath, 


: tharwee periſh not ? 


FINIS. 


P SAL. 106. 24,25, &c. 


ea, they deſpiſed the pleaſant land ; they beleeved| 


not his Word: 
But murmared m their tents, and bearkned not un- 
to the voice of the LoRD, Wc. 


YE have twothings inthe Text : 

| The finnes of the people. 
And their puniſhment. 

The fins of ——_ are ſet 


And the puniſhment in the twvo later. 
Their ſinnes arefoure: 


The firſtis, their unthankfulneſſe;in deſpi- 
ling the pleaſant land ; They deſpiſed the es 


ſant land. 


The ſecond is, their infidelity, that was the 
cauſe 'of that ſame unthankfull deſpifing of 


& downin the two formerverſes. | 
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[would puniſh thens -Punfſh them in their 


| ſeater then in the land : Therefore he lift up:bis band\| 


[the land ; They did not beleeve bis Word, | 
The third fin was their accuſtomed fin of 
| murmuring ; They mumured in their tents. | 
The fourth fin was their rebellion and difo- 
bedience ; They hearkned not to the voice of the Lord. 
They deſpiſed the pleaſant land ; they beleeved not his | 
Ward ;- they murmured. in their tents , they. hearkned 
not to the voice of the Lord. 
{ You ſee their finne, fee their puniſhment. | 
The Lord threatens that hee will puntth them | 
{for this, you heard before my Text, The Lord | 
| ſaid, hee would deſtroy them : Now, hee foveares it, 
| Eee lift up his hand againſt them. The lifting up of 
the hand was a ceremony among them, uſed 
in frvearing; and God t5 {ard to doe it, to lift up | 
his hand when hee ſweares. He ſwore "paink 
them naw. 
And what did bee frreare ? Hee (wore hee 


owne perſons; bee: would puniſh them thus , 
Flee would overthrow them mthe yuilderneſſt © And 
hee would: puniil them in their feed; Hee | 
waeuld overthram their ſeed among the Nations, and | 


aganift them There was: his fearing, that bee | 


"would oyerthrow thein in: the wilderneſs, and over. 
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throw their feed alſo ameng the Nations, and ſeatter | 
them ir the land. Now you (ce the whole Text 
What it COAtaINes. 

But I cannot give you a perfect underftand- 
ing of this, nor gather ſuch doctrines out of ir, 
as the words wilt naturally afford tous, except 

I fiſt make knowne ts youthe hiſtory at large 
that is hereepiromized. Fhis is the Epitorny of 
an hiſtory ; the hiftory is ſet oucar large, and I 
mukt declare that to you. I pray heare an hifto- 
ricall narration firſt, to make way to the Text. 
This hiftory, here eptomized, is fet downe at 
hrge in Numbers 13. and 14. F-pray, achome, 
reade over thoſe rwo- Chapters, and compare 
with them, when you reade them, the firſt 
Chapter of the booke of Deutermomy, beginning 
at ver.19.and {o to the end ofthat Chapter , you 
ſhalt fade many obſervable circumftances of 
this hiſtory, that you fhalt not finde out of 
the booke of Numbers. Give-mee leayeto tell 


you all the whole hiſtory, how it igoutof all 
theſe phces rogerher: It was thus; Lermefſhevy 
you firſt, thar, three months after the people of 
Hrael came out of Egypt, they came ro Mount 
Elreb,- or MonemSinas, for it was called fome-| 
time by the ene name, and ſometime by' che! 
p other :: 
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other : Ir was the ſame mountain in the roox, it 
had two tops;as I ſhewved you. They came there 
the third month after their coming out of the 
land of Egypt; there they continued for the ſpace 
almoſt of one whole yeare, for they went a- 
way fromthence again upon the twentieth da 

of the ſecond month of the ſecond yeare. Al- 
moſt a whole rwelve-month they were at 
Mount Horeb: at Mount Sinai , as ſoone as they |, 
came there, God called Moſes to him, Moes goes 
up to the Mount, there God gives the Law in 
fearefull manner. Moſes abode with God in the 
Mount fourty daies : Inthat time the children 
of Tfrael committed that Idolatry which you 
heard of; they made a golden calfe, and woy- 
ſhipped the Image. For that,God ſaid he would 
deſtroy them : Moſes ſtood in the breach, inthe 
gap, and turnes awvay Gods wrath, that hee 
ſhould not deſtroy them. Then Moſes goes up 
againe to the Mount, and tarries fourty dayes, 
and fourty nights longer ; hee comes dowwne a- 
gaine, and gives them the Ceremoniall Law, 
and the Judiciall, framed the Tabernacle, and 
All the veſſels appertainingto it; [ers the people 
in their march, ſhewes them how they ſhould 
march in the wilderneſlſe towards the land of 
Promiſe. | 
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Promilſe.. This was all done in that yeare. And 
let me obſerve this to you: In every place where 
they came, you ſhall ind ſome extraordinary 
example of Gods judgements on them.Before 
they came to Mount Hireb, before the Law 
was given, God bare with them much ; but af- 
ter hee had given them the Law, he would not 
beare with them. They removed from Ebreb,' 
and came to Taberah : there ſome of them fall a 
murmuring ; they were burned. Then they re. 
| moved to another place, to Aebroth-Hattana, 
the grave of luſt, that was the place where they 
fell a luſting for quailes,for fleth : there God des 
ſtroyed the wealchieft, the beſt of them, with | 
the very meat in their mouthes. Then they re- 
moved to Hazeron, there Miriam was ſmitten 
with leproſie for her ill congue againſt Moſes. 
Thence they removed to Cadeſh-Barnea, now 
Cadeſh-Barnea was upon the very borders 
of the land of. Promiſe that God would give 
them , they were now upon the very entrance 
of the land, inaſmuch as Moſes tells the people, 
that now you are come to the land that God| 
hath- fworne to give to your Fathers, now goe your 
Waies in, and poſſeſſe the land. | 

The people would ſeemeto bealittle wiler, 
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and more circumſpect then Moſes was ; they 
would have Maſes goe lend (pics, firſt to the 
land, to 1ce the goodneſle thereof, The thing 
pleaſed Moſes weell; AMofes ſaith fo, Dent.1. The| 
thing pleaſed mee well to doe this. Hee goes and 
acquaints God with it, and he permits it. Well, 
hee {ends the [pies into the land, the ſpies were 
ewelye choſen (commonly when vwee chooſe: 
{pics to ſend to a country, wee chooſe men of 
meane condition) Moſes did not [o, hee would: 
have them choice men, that the emineacy-of- 
their place, mighrgive credit to their teſtimonie 
of the land. Out of the tyvelve Tribes hee 
choſe tvyclve men; a principall man outofe- 
very Tribe, to vievy the land. Of theſe twvelye, 
(4, the ſon of Jephunneh was one, hee was 

urry yeares old then , hee'wvent for the Tribe 
of Zudab : and Foſuah the ſon of Nan, Mofes his 
lervant, was another ; and went asa graced 
man of the houſe of Ephraim : you ſhall finde 
the names of all the reſt; theſe rvwvo 1 name, 
the cauſe you ſhall heare anon. Thele twvelve 
ſpies were ſent to goe and fee what the land 
was, and 'what the people of the land were; 
wy wereto give therntheſe inftruRions: 


rſt, fromthe land, they mult ſee whether 
| It 
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it were good or bad, whether it yyere a whole- 
ſome or an unwholeſome land. 

Thenthey muſt ſee againe whether it vere a 
fat or a leane land, a fertile or a barren land. 

And then whether it bare trees or no: 
there were no trees in the deſert where they 
were, and this was neareit ; they muſt ſee if it 
bare trees. This for the land. 

Then for the people of the land,they were to 
give them theſe inſtructions ; they mult ſee 
whether they were many or fewy, whether they 
were ſtrong or weake : then, whether they 
dwelt in tents, or in cities, and townes. And | 
chen, if they dwelt in cities,vehether their ciries | 
were walled or no, what fortifications 
had: theſe things pleaſed Moſes well. And, in 
very deed, prudent policy is allowed ns inthe 
execution of that that God gives us in charye, | 
ſo as it be not mixed with unbelicfe. I beleeve, 
that this policy oftheirs was mixed with a great 
deale of cowardiſe and unbelicte. 

Thus the men goe, they view the land, they 
were fourty daies in viewing it, they returne a- 
gaine, they bring withthem ſuch a branch of a 
vine as hath not been heard of, ſuch a cluſter of 
grapes, that ryvo men were faine to bring it | 
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upona Rtaffe,upon a barre between them, ſuch a 
mighty cluſter of grapes this was. They bring 
with them alſo pomegranats and figs,that they 
might ſce the fruit of che land. Well, they come, 
they makeanaccount of chis journey of theirs. 
They all agree in this,the land was a wondrous 

ood land,a marvelous plealant land,as my text 
calls it here,a wondrous pleaſant land; they all agree 
in that. And Caleb and Joſua,thole two, they en- 
courage them, afiday it is no more, but, ariſe, 
come, let us poſſeſſe it. They were full of faith , | 
Caleb, his name ſignifies hearty, a hearty man 
full of courage : (one (quoth hee) let us goe up, 
and poſſeſſe it; the land is worth our labour. The 
other ten ſpies (white liver d men) they tell a- 
nothertale : they begin with a commendation 
of the land, It could not be denied, it was a 

ood land, a landthat flowed with milk and hony,as 

od told them .'that was very true, But com- 
monly whena man will deprave,when he will 
calumniate, hee begins his calumniation with a 
commendation, and hee comes.in with a But : 
As when wee commend a man, Q, hee is a 
good mana very good man,a good neighbour, 
bat—— and then he goes. on : Like as wee 


 reade- of Naaman the Aſsyrian, a great man, an 
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honourable man, a mighty man ar armes, one. 
that had done great aRts; but, hee was a leper. 
Even as the Papiſts, they commend the Scri- 
pture, O, it is an excellent booke, the booke of 
Scripture ; It was written by the Spirit of God, 
holy Pen-men, of holy matters, in a holy ſtile, 
to an holy end; O, it is a good booke but, it 
is a hard booke, it is difficule, there aregreat 
myſteries in it, it is impoſsible for Lay-men to 
atraine to it, it is good to keepthem from ir, | 
Ignorance is the mother of devotion. Even 
thus doe the ſpies: It is a good land, O, a very 
good land,it lowes with milk and hony, there 
wants nothing you can deſire, you lee the fruit 
of it ; but, it is hard coming to it, there is great 
difficulty, I tell you, it is impolsible to cometo 
it. Why, what was the matter ? Firſt of all, 
the men wee found in the land were the ſons 
of Anak, Gyants, men of mighty ſtature, their 
height Was as the height of ( edars, and their ſtrength 
as the ſtrength of Oakes, as the Prophet ſpeakes of 
the Amorites ; A mighty people, they are Gyants, 
wee are but like graſhoppers in-cheir fight; 
they took us as graſhoppers, they may tread us 
downe at their plealure. 

And then againe, theſe men dwell in cities, 
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and theſe cities are walled , yea,andto make it 
the more terrible,zbey are walled up t6 beaver: thus 
they fay-in Deuteronomy, chap. 1. Their Cities 
are Walled up to heaven : there is no ſcaling 
of them. 

Then belides, ſay rhey, it is ſuch a land as de. 
youres the Inhabitancs of it, it cates out the In- 
habitants. How is that ? Itis bard to fay their 
meaning ; Some think chus, there were = 
lentiall vapours there, that cauſed the peſtilence 
among them, that they died npon heapes. 

Some think they were at ctvill wars one as 
mong another. 

Or, peradventure, it will eat out the heart 
of che husband-man in thertillage of it : vvith 
ſtrong labour they mult royle, and work hard 
if they will have their living.Somewhar it was, 
but they bring an ill name, an ill report upon the 
land, as the Scripture faith. Never fecketo get 
[this land, it is impolsible, the men are fo grear, 
and the walsare {o high, and iris ſuch a land as 
eates out the Inhabitants. - 

The people they hearethis, and firſtthey fall 
to mare _ as they did ra for 
meat , for fleſh : they fell a weeping all thar 
night, there was nothing bur weeping to heare 
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this. Well, the nexr day they fall ro murmuring}| 
in their tents, If they had wept for their ſin.of 
| infidelity, it had beene well ; but, in their 
mourning , they fall a murmuring : 

Firſt, againſt God ; for,when God promiſed ! 
to give them this land out of his love : Becauſe I 
loved your Fathers, therefore I gave you the land ; the 
people turne it the other way ; No, God did it 
out of his hatred: thus they ſay in Deut.God hated 
us therefore hee brought us out of Egypt, to kill us here. 
| © Then they fall a murmuring againſt Moſes , | 
Whar, were it nor berrer ts have died in Egypt * 
Were there no graves in Egypt?Were it not better to. 
die in the wildernes,then to go inand die there? 
| They with to die for feare of death, they wiſh 


themſelves dead for feare they ſhould die. 
Then they goe alittle further, they will (for- 
{ooth) chuſe a new Captaine, and goe back in- 
co Egypt; they will not goe into the pleaſant 
land ; they will choſe an Elect one, and back | 
they will goe, and they will nor goe in there. 
Moſes and Aaron: fall upon their faces anden- | 
treat them, and Caleb and Joſua encourage them; 
this land may be gotten, the Lord delivered us 
from the Amalekites,and he will deliver us from 
the Amorites ; the Lord hath ſlaine the Egyptians, 
| and 
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and cannot hee {Jay the Anakims ? No, by no 
meanes ; they tooke up ſtones,and would have 
ſtoned Caleband Joſuathad not the glory of God 
appeared upon the Tabernacle, God knowes 
what they would have done. Upon that they 
ſtayed, then they knew Gods diſpleaſure, then | 
God ſwears, of all theſe people that came out of 
the land of Egypt (and there were ſix hundred | 
thouſand men,that were twenty yeares old and | 
upward) not one man of them ſhould enter 
into the land of Promiſe; they ſhall all of them, 
ſince they wiſh they might die in the wilder- 
neſle, they ſhall die every one of them and hee 
commands them to goe back againe, hee carries 
them to the red-ſea, hee makes. them wander 
thirty eight yeares and an halfe more in the 
wilderneſle : and, in that time, all chat generati- 
on was worne out. Hee gave ittotheir ſeed, 
| but not one man of them did come into the 
land of Promiſe,but thoſe two, Caleb and Foſua. 
Now you may fee what the meaning of my 
Texr is; They deſpiſed the pleaſant land. When they 
heard they could not have it without ſome 
blood-ſhed, they will none of it : They deſpiſed 
the pleaſant land, and would not beleeve bis Word. The 
ſpies told chem onething, that they could not 
er get | 
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getit.; and God ſaid they ſhould have it : they | 
tooke mans word rather then Gods : They would 
not beleeve his word. Then marke how my Text 
goes on, then they murmured in their tents. Firſt 
they murmured againſt God , It is out of his ha- 
tred that hee doth it. Then againſt Moſes, Why 
have you brought us to die here ? 

Then, lalt of all, they utterly refuſe to goe to 
this land. But, as it is-in the ſtory, when they 
ſaw that God had (worn, that not a man of 
them ſhould come in, then all in haſte they 
would goe : God bids them goe, and then they 
ſay, No. Then hee faith, See you goenot: 
for, if you doe, ſurely, you ſhall be made a 
{poyle to them, yer, for all that, they would go, 
and they were made a ſpoyle to their enemies, 
a number of them fell by the ſword. 

Now, I have told you this whole hiſtory, 
__ the better obſerve our of thele words 
ſuch points as they ſhall naturally afford 
to Us. 

I begin firſt with the firſt fin, their deſpiſmg 
of the pleaſant land. 

They contemptuouſly deſpiſed, ſo the word ſigni- 


This ſame (in of theirs, in delpifing of the land, 
will 
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will re yet to be more grievous, a more 
great hf fearefull fin, if you ſhall but conſider 
ro things with mee : 
| Firſt, thatthe land was a pleaſant land ; that is 
the thing that I ſhall eſpecially ſtand upon co 
day. To deſpiſe any land that God was plca- 
ſed in mercy to bring them to, out of ſuch an 
houſe of bondage as he brought them, it ſhould 
not have been , but, to deſpiſe apleaſancland, 
that is a fin, ſinfull above meaſure. The He- 
brew phraſe is, a land of defire: It was ſuch a 
land, as.if a man would defire a land, hee could 
notdefire amoredelightfull land,then thatland 
of Promile. 

Wee heare much of this land in Scripture , 
you ſee how it is called here a land of deſire. I 
pray, let me trouble you now a little further, to 
{hew you the plealantneſle of this land ; and 
then make ſome ule of it, as the time vyill 
mit. 

Firſt, the ſituation of the land was pleaſant : 
It is ſaid uſually in Scripture to ſtand in the 
midſt of theland. It had 4fia upon the Eaſt, 
it had Europe upon the Weſt, it had Africa and 


Lybia upon the South, it had Scythia and Armenia | 


| 


| 


and Perfia upon the North. That ſamethar. 


IDS : _ — —_ 


— 


youl 


2 p- © 4 ty 4 . : l | r 
TIT E X ; - _ Ta ®s - * Co F4 
o 2 _ 4 _ Pa» ju V A a , , d - 
- d " - 


ae ddaootdy % i CANT Fad... 
F , * 


wrought for us ar Jeruſalem in the midſt of the 
earth, #1 medio terr4. This is Jeruſalem (ſaith God) 
that F have ſet in the midſt of all Lands and Nations | 
about it, Ezek.c.z. God laith of the people of 
this land, that they dwell inthe very navell of the 
earth : It is Gods word in Ezek;38. A people that | 
dwell in the navell, in the very midlt of the | 
carth. | 
. Indeed, looke in our maps, and if it doe not} 
fall out exaQly, that India is in the midſt of the} 
then knowne habitable world , yet, our Cofmo- | 

aphers agree in this, that there is no Country 
a which there is ſuch an expedite conveni- 
ent paſſage to all the parts of the world, as 
from India; the ſituation was pleaſant. 

Then ſecondly, the aire was pleaſant. Fhe 
climate, | know, was more hot then ours is by 
far, being diſtant ſome thirty two, or thirty 
three degrees from the line;a hotter climate then 
ouns: yet, a ſ\weet, temperate climate, free, (as it 
is confeſſed by all) from ill yapours Abe wand 
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you read of in Plal.z4.12; The Lord is my | 3 
Jl be hath wrought ſalvatim in the Rs | 
(cath; It is Alegorically,l confeſle, myſtically,bur » 
ſweetly, by the Fathers applied'to that g = 
'worke of ſalvation, that our' crucified Jeſus 24 
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not infeſted with any peſtilentiall, epidemicall 


Yea, but for the water of it, What water 
wasinit ? I confeſle, I finde notany great navi- 
gable rivers in it; but ic ſo abounded with wa- 
ter-brooks, and ſprings, and fountaines, both 
in hills and vallies , that it is called by God, in 
Deuter.8.ver.8. a land of brookes, and ſprings, and 

Faines. l 

Yea, but what corne bare it ? That was one 
ofrheir queſtions ; they would know whether 
it was a fat land, or no. You ſhall fande in that 
place againe, Deuter.8. It was a land of wheate, 
aland of barley. What abundance of corne grew 
in chat Country, you may imagine by this : 
It yvas in the whole length of it, from Dan to 
Beer-ſheba, but one hundred and fifty miles ; the 
length of it : the breadth of that land, berween 
fifty -and ſixty ngiles at the broadeſt : What a 


| number of people could this land nouriſh ? 


Marke but in the dayes of David, hee numbred 
the people, and yet hee numbred not all ; for he 
numbred not Beyjamin, nor the Tribe of Levi-: 
yet,” in the other Tribes, hee numbred thir- 
teene, hundred thouſand fightingmen. What 


portion 


ir 


diſcaſes. 


[a rturnber were there then, beſidesthelſe, in pro-| 
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| portion of women and | 
.|young 2 Where ſhould they. have: bread: to 
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children, old and: 


uſtaine ſuch a multirude 2. Surely; it was; as 
it is called in Scripture ; a very fat lard, Nahum 
chap.z.ver.5. a 

O, but what trees grow there init * Thar 


is another queſtion they would know. Excel. | 


lent Vines. The wine of Zarephath 


even among 


they had Fig-trees, Pom 


was famous, 


egranats, Almonds, and 


Dates,and Olives in abundance : therefore God | 


calls it, a land of Oyle-olive : Yea; and, which is a 
remarkable thing ; whereas there are fome 
fruits that will not grovy but in cold countries, 
and ſome fruits that will notgroww but in hor 
countries, and ſome that will not grow but in 
temperate countries ; about the lake of Geneſa- 
reth, the ſoyle was of ſuch an admirable nature, 
that all kind of fruits would proſper there with 
the like felicicy. | 
I might goe on, and tell you what Mines 
they had; God told them the ſtones of that 
land were Iron, and out oftheir mountaines 
might digge Brafle. I might tell yon of 
” ng Herbes Fu Enged : the 
beſt Balſome in the world vas there. I might 
| V 2 tell 


the Gentiles. Beſides their Vines, | 
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[ing to the waſte, vraſte-high, char ſo periſhed 
1122 =H 


[tell you oftheirFiſhes incheir lakes, and'many 
commodities more. Ler me tell you this, that 
it. There was one City in the land, chat vwvas Ca. 
ih, it was afterward called Dan, after that Ceſa. 
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pture ſauh,that that lacked nothing that was upon the 
earth, Judges 18.10. Not to trouble you more 
with the commendation of this land , hearken 
what Ezekael (aith of it; It was the glory of all lands, 
Ezek.20.6. 

But, let mee aske now, What is become of 
the glory of this land ? If there be any land upon 
thecarth that ever: was anathemated, ſmitten 
with a curſe from God, its this land. Itis now 
under the Turks : Iris inhabited, where it is in- 
habired (but that is 'but in a fevy places ofit 
but, where it is, ir 15 inhabited) by barbarous 
Tuarksin the vallics, and by wild Arabs inthe 


this day, lics unpeopled, and unhusbanded, and 
uninhabited. ''Ic is d by a Gentleman 
| of good worth, that did lately ſee it, that in that 
ſame goodly valley, (the eye 'of man hath fel 
demeiten a goodlier) hee found grafſe groww- | 


mountaines. The moſt part of the land, ar| 


[God laith, Deat.8.1t wasa land that lacked nothing in | 


rea-Philippiyou read of it in the Goſpell: the Scri- | 


unmowen 
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| make us nor forger him. I pray, marke; When 
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| unmoven a _—— .i career better 
lead, then the All 
thoſe fame one goolly ke you finde men- 
cioned in'the Scripture, as froefill as any places 
| under heaven, are now made nothing but ha- 
bications for lions,and wolves and wild whey 
and leopards. Here ishar that the Pſalmiſt wells 
us, that Go God brings a fruitfull land to barremneſſe, for 
the Wickedneſſe of t þ Ars be people that dwell m it. 
Brethren, wee live in a pleaſant land too: it. 
| wyere too long ro reckon up the commodities. 
of this land; you know it your ſelves , Your lot is 
fallen in 4 good A and you have « goody be 
rita 
Le us firſt be thankfull tO this good God, 
for this good land that hee hath givenus : And | 
let us take' heed, that the pleaſures of this land 


ever God ſhewes to his people the commodities | 
of this pleaſant land of Canaan that hee would | 
givethem, as in Demtey.c:8. hee gives them this 
charge, When 8hou art come into that good land, and 
fl and of frog al fun of Wheat and | 
anats and vines and fig-trees , a nd, 

the flames Whereof are Iron, and out of whoſe mountains 
thou mayeſt dig braſſe. When thou haſt eaten, and art 
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things, that ſhould nggke us remember our 


defile not this good land. Werg a land never 


full, then take beed, that thou forgetteſi-not the Lord 
thy God that gave thee that good land. | 
, .. Tt is an; ealie matter to forget God in abun- 
dance ; Nimia bonorum copia, ingens malorum occaſio, 
r00 t00 great plenty of good, is tootoo preat an| 
occaſion of ill. That ſame abundance of good 


good God, makes us forget him. | 
Then take another leſson with you, and I 
have done with it, that is, Take heed that wee 


ſo pleaſant; were it a more pleafant land then 
this land of Fadea ; were it the very Eden, the 
garden of God: if it once come to be defiled 
with ſinnes of an high nature, Gods ſoule can 
take no pleaſure in it. I concludethis point 
with that exhortation that David, a little before 
his death, gave to the Over-ſcers of the people 
aſſembled together : Aud 'now (quorh hee) 
bere, before the Congregation of Iſrael, and in the Aus | 
dience of your God, I give you this charge ; That you 
ſeeke the (ommandements of God, and keepe them, 
that you may enjoy the good things of this land, and con- 
tinue them to inherite to your children, and to your chils 
drens children for ever 1 Chron.28.8.This is the fiſt 


thing, the ſine of theirs in deſpiſing this land : 


it 
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it. was a fearefull finne, in 'the land wyas! 
4 pleaſant land. | 

| The fin was yet a little morefearefull, (I 
can but touch this point ) if you conſider 
how they - deſpiſed this land , in regard of 
the houſe of bondage whence they came. 
They knevy their uſage in Egypt well enough, 
they knew how they were loaden there with 
burthens, and blowes, and injuries; ſo loaden, 
that their very lives were bitter to them, as the 


gYP* . yet, forſooth, they will forlake this plea- | 
ant land, to goe back againe to the houle of 
bondage. 


ard of ſomething that had been better, ithad | 
en well done. It; man defpile the faire beau- 
tifull wife that lies in. his boſome, out of loveto| 


doe well to-deſpiſe her. Hearken wyhat our 
Lord ſaith : Zee that forſakes not father and mother, 
and wife and children, and all for my ſake and the Go- 
ſþels, he is not worthy of mee ; hee cannot be my di- 
ſeaple, Luke 14.26. Burt, if a man deſpiſe this 
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Scripture ſaith, all the while they were in E-] 
If they had deſpiſed this pleaſantland, in re-| 


Chriſt and the Goſpell, from the which chac| 
wife would ſeeke to dravy him ; hee ſhouldf® 


(faire beaurifull wife, out ny 
| WS, 


a 


(11 3 a 


| 


y Tz isa fin, an untolerable a- 


ominable ſin. 


this d, in regard of heaven, ofan 
__ country , O, r A had done well in 
that; their farhers are commended for doin 

chat , Abraham, Iſaac, and: Jacob : the Apoſtle 
ſaith of them, They regarded not that good land of 
Canaan: they tooke themſelves there to be like 
pilgrims and ſtrangers; they regarded not that, 

They ſought for a better country, the beavenly one, 


"6 thy ILver.16, If I ſay they had deſpiſed | 


this pleaſant land, in regard of heaven, they had 
done well in it; * butto def pile it, in regard of 
Egypt, though it was a fruitfull land (wee de- 
ny it not) though it was a af lentifull land; yer, 
in regard it was the land of their ſervitude and 
bondage, wherein they had been ſo ill uſed, and 
out of which God brought them with ſuch a 
mighty hand and outſtretched arme, to de- 


|[piſc this plealant land, in regard of this ; 0, that | 


bee had died in Egypt ! this was a thing "that 
made God lift up his hand, that for this they 
{hould never come to the land of Promiſe. This 


was the ſin of them. 


If this ory had deſpiſed this good land, 
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And, brethren, is it not our ſinnetoo ? You 
heard dl 
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heard how the e deſpiſed the good land 
God promiſed ron you thinke Lo Was 4 | 
great [in of them to doeit; and you willlay. 
more when you heare the words following. 
But are not wee guilty of che ſame fin too 2? | 
Hath not God promuled us a coumry, a better 
country then this ? "That fame better country 
that the Apoſtle ſpeakes of, when hee ſaith, 4-| 
braham, Tjaac , and Jacob ſonght a better country. | 
Harh not God promiſed usa ( anaan; nota ters 
reftriall, but a ccleſtrall Conan, a Kingdome of 
heaven2 And we (ay of the fruirs ofthe land, O, 
they are glorious fruits ! O, wyhar a bleffed coun. 
try is that !.O, how happy are they thac are | 
in heaven ! Wee all ſay, it is a goodly country. | 
if ſome of thefe countries upon earth are fach 
Paradifes, O, vwvhat a Paradiſeis that in heaven ! 
What a country is that ! Yer, though God hath 
promiſed us that country, when vvee are told it | 
is hard coming by it, and we mull fight for this | 
country before wee come to it ; and that not | 
with fleſh and blond, thoſe ſons of 4nak, thoſe | 
mighty men, but with Principalities and pow | 
ers, with the divell, with the world, with the || 
fleſh ; that we muſt forſake our ſelves, and for- | 


lake all that ſtands in the way, father and mo- | 
- X : 


att, 


ther, | 


| 


em 


: i649 


A San t#K@c. .A*+Mttof@Ao Ma. 


| 


ther, and wife and children, and through ma. 
ny afflitions cometo it: O,then wedeſpile this 
good land; nay, weedeſpile ic inrregard of the 
earth. Shall I (faith the worldling) looke after | 
an uncertainty in heaven, and loſe my certainty 
here upon earth ? Muſt I forſake ſuch a fin that 
brings me in profit ? Muſt I forſake ſuch ſins 
as bring me pleaſure upon earth ? No, let others 
ſeek heaven, if they will, let me have earth. 
Thus they crie for earth, and thus they preferre 
the ſpiricuall Egypt of this world, before the ce. 
leſtiall Canaan,the Kingdome of heaven. Thus 
wee preferre a mels of pottage before our birch. 
right; and our ſwine, with the Gergaſens, be. 
fore Chriſt ; and theſe vainetranſitory joyes,be. 
fore the joyes of the Kingdome of heaven, that 
cannot be conceived, and ſhall never be ended. 
To which eternall joyes, the, Lord, 
for his mercies ſake, and forhis 
Chriſts ſake, bring us. 


FINIS. 


PsSAL. 106. 24,25. 


Yea, they deſpiſed the pleaſant land, they beleeved 
| ot bis Ward: 

But murmared in their tents, and hearkned not un- | 
to the vaice of the LorD, &0. Too 


728 Ol have in theſe verſes foure | 
W £> ſins of this people. Wee have 
(1 8 done with the firſt of them, 

a2 || /&&\2/ which was this ; They deſpiſed 

| "87 L&I I the pleaſant land. 


I now goe on to the next 

{finne, which is, their Unbeliefe ; They belzeved 
not bis Word. * OG 

word was a word of promiſe, that 


promiſe was a particular promiſe of the land; 
hg = not belecye thar. rold chem'tha 


X2 hee| oo 
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| hee would | give! «them the land, hee had (worn 
| hee would give it. chem. The ſpies come and 
= " ik, impolsible J.-L they om 
che they belceve wes, bucth 

would not =p =s 7 in qe Was thes 
fi ane. | WET” 

- I will firſt ſhew the hainouſaeſ of this ſin 
in this people. 

And then ſhewy what ule we are to make of 
it : both, as briefly as I can. 


in this ; They world not beleeve God : It was infi- 
| delity.. There is a queſtion, among Divines, 

what was the firſt ſm that was in the world, 
(wee doe not ſpeake of the ſin of apoſtate An- 
gels, bur among men.) Some ſay ir was diſobedi- 
ence, {ome (ay it vvas pride, fome make it an inor- 
dinate' deſe of ſuperttnous knowledge, ſome 
one thing, ſome anocher ; bur, if you marke the 


þ Cote Meer, that, in the day that 
they - eate of that tree, thy ane f/ 5 ſhoald die. Moriendo mo» | 
riemini; Dying, yee all die ; hit} is, As ſure 
as you live, you ſhall die , if you exe. The 
 divell corres and tells ther, they ſhall nor 
die, bur live iti a Seer condiiva then they did 
_ before: 


— 


The hainouſnels of this peoples ſin appeares 


| 


ſtory well, you will findetha 7 firſt fin vas | 
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before: Our firſt Parents 'beleoved Satan, bur 


and pt 


_— 


broupht 'in diſobedience, and that brought in 
the judgement of God upon them and all their 
poſterity.- As unbelicte was the firſt finne, ſo 
unbeliefe is a ſinne tharis exceeding odiousto 
God: God cannot enduretobediftrulted, that 
hee may not be beleeved. Man is deceitful upon | 
the weights, and bobter then vanity it ſelfe, yet man 
loves not to be diſtruſted, bur /ib quiſg, credi vale, 
ec. as hee ſaith ; Every man willingly would 
be credited. If man, I ſay, love notto be dil- 
truſted ; ſurely, God loyes it nor, who is not 
, burcruch it ſelfe , that ſame Prime, 

Originall Truth, whereupon all truth harh irs 
dependence. Hee # light, m himis no darkneſſe at 
all : Fee is trath, m him there is 6 folſhood at all : 
There is none aQtively, hee cannor deceive , 
God is not 45 man, that bee ſhould lie, faith Balaam, 
Numbers 12.17. - God cannot lie, laith the Apoltle, 
Titus 1.2. It is not poſsible that God ſhould lie, Fleb. 
_ | 6.ver.8. Now, if that man, that is a lyar,(every| | 
man is{o, for, every man # a tyar, ) If I ſay, that 
p_ , being a lyar, doth not loveto be _—_ | 


—_ 


— 


(158) 


[ed a lyar: if that man-thinke it a great diſho» 


nour to put up a lie, if a'man will preſent.death 
upon the point of a ſword to that man that 
(give ble the lic :FaJiog rnan cannot en- 
dure to bejaccounted a lyar ; what, can Goden- 
dure it ? Will God brook it ? Hearken what 
the Apollle ſaith, 1 Joby 5.10. Hee that beleeveth 
not God, maketh him a lyar. p af 5otfaed 
The in of the people was yetgreater, becauſe 
God had not onely promiled to give them the 


| |land,and had given his word for irthough that 


had been enough, bur he had given his oath for 
ir « hee had ſworne that they ſhould have the 
land. This Moſes tells them in Deut.1. that God 
had lift up his hand, and had ſworn that bee would give | 
them the land. 

An oath among men, is, as the Heathen man 
calls it, the greateſt bond of aſſurance that can be be- 
tween man and mai , there is reaſon for it. There 
are certaine p__ , as theſe: That there is a 
God, thatthis God is preſent in every place, that 
hee is acquainted with every ſecret, that hee is a 
Parron of truth, that hee is a revenger of fall- 
hood,chat hee is a juſt God, and therefore will , 
and an omnjpotent God, and therefore is able 
co plague every one that {weareth falſely, There 


are 
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_ (139) 
are theſe principles inthe heart of every: child of| 
man : Though the concluſions that may. be 
drawne from. thence, may be, and fometimes 
are, in ſome men obliterated and blotred out , 
yet the principles remaine in man : thereforeit 
is preſumed, becggle there are theſe principles 
i our hearts, that no man dares take thatGod: 
to be his witneſle,, and call upon him to bea 
witheſſe and a Judge in that that hee knowves is 
talle.. Hence it comes, that an oath (as the A- 


poltle ſaith)is ſer for te cafirmatinn of auth. 
An oath among men 15 the greateſt bond of aſ- 


NL rut <= non en” CI Eee ISAS, 


upon 


H_— 


"I = CY 
» » E 7a 
- _ - 
. 


_—_ a Ad 


" 1). | 


Dale 2 4 da on 0 a IA 
- ww a 


. { 


| of pranife, bownd bimfelfe by an cath , that by two 


bis word. 


In an oath : may weenot beleeve God upon 
bis cath 2 God(faith the Apoſtle) to ſhew the im 
mutability of his. counſelt to them that ſhauld be heires 


immutable things ( by thoſe: two immutable 
things, hee meanes his. vwagrd and his oath) 
Wheyem it ts impoſsible that God ſhould Jie, wee might 
bave Strong comfort, Hebrews 6.ner.18. Now here 
was the finne of that people, they would not 
beleeve God upon his oath. Happy _—_— | 
pythey mighe have been, for whoſe God 
was content to bind himfelfe by an oath | 
for the performance of his . promiſe : Bur, |. 
Q wretched men, that will:not beleeve God, | 
no. not upon his oath ! They - be 


- Nay, yet further, their ſin is yer greater then 
thus; they did nor beleeve God | upon expe- 
rience. For what was it they were affraid of ? 
The Anakuns, great men, men that might tread | 
them dowvne, as wee doe Graſhoppers under 
our feer. Butthey had experience of Gods mer- | 
cy : there was never people that had better expe- | 
rience of Gods power and mercy , it was never 
ified asir was towards this people : there-/ 


yo you well perceive, is never lo of- | 


© —— 


tended 


(161) 


mM when hee is diftruſted, as when hee 
is diſtruſted upon experience, | 

You may ſee, in P/alme 78.20. The people 
there were in want of bread ; Indeed, ſay they, 


Hee flroke the rock, and the water guſhed out, and 


the ſtreames over-flowed : But, can hee give bread ? 


— 


(an bee furniſh a Table in the wilderneſſe ? See, they 


had great and wonderfull experience of Gods 
povver, They wanted water, God ſent them 
water miraculouſly out of the rock, and eaſily . 
hee did but ſmite the rock; and abundance of 
water guſhed out, and the ftreames over-flow- 
&d : yet, they come and aske out of unbeliefe , 
yea, But can hee give bread ? Hee that gave us wa- 
ter, can hee give us bread too. ? How did God 
take this queſtion ? Looke in the next verſe, 
The Lord heard it, and his wrath vas kindled againſt 
Jacob, and the fire burned againſt Iſrael, becauſe they 
beleeved not the word of the Lord. 


ence ? Experience breedeth hope. Among men, if 
[ had as of a —— I have 
bought and ſold with him,and have ever found 
hima juſt, and an honeſt man, that never brake 
his day with mee ; Dare not I truſt this man 
upon experience ? Maya man betrufted upon 
| Y experience ? 


What, will notmen beleeve upen experi- | 


= — 
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expetitnce ? a #Fo6d- wan 2? 211d ſhall not Gd 
cake ill chat mr UP6ti expe- 
rietice ? You ſee the in ofthis people. 

| Let mee now cortic and make uſe of it. Let 
| mee tell you, It Was not onely their ſin, it is our 
fin too, [tis the ſin of us all. . The beft of Gods 
children have need ro mourne everyday over 
their unbeliefe. They that doe tict find this un- 
beliefe in themmſtlves, ſhrely, are Rtrangers'to 
thettſelves. If arman Wwete hot a Rtknger ro 
himfelfe, t6t would frade ſuch a deale of unbe- 
liefe; as Would rake him moutoe contirnia 
under it, #nd ſtrive apain(t it: - 5, 

Itis a wondivus hard thing (brethren) to 

beleeve Gods 'wotd}] to-bifeeve f profhile; Let 
mice give you Hut an ihſkancein ohepromie, 
Hebrews 13.5. Let yr tonverſation (faich the A-! 
poRtleYbr wurhout eovetzouſnes : Be tonthnt With thoſe 
things that you have. Why ? For hee bath faidiit, 
(tis is the promiſe) bee bath ſaid, 1 willnot faile 
thee, T will mot forſake thee. He hath faid it. Who 
is that hath faid it ? Pythitzoras his ſcholars were 
wont toRtribiitefo tmijch to their Maſter, (char 
Wit in therrDiſputesit came ro Tſe dixit, He 
Taid it, therewas no more talking of ir, all was 


Py 'beleeved it. Brbold, a greater then Py- 
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(163) 

| thagoras is here , Tþſe dixit, Hee hath ſaid ic : and, 
[ thinke, hee never {aid athing more carneſtly, 
then hee ſaid that. There are in the Greek five 
negatives in that ſentence : I doe not remember 
the like in all the Scriprure beſides. The Gre. 
cians , when they are wont to deny a thi 
earneſtly, double the negative : The Spirit of 
God here is pleaſed, not only to double ir, but 


x74 T* athing cannot be ſpoken with more 
carneſtnes. Wee know not hovy to 
in our Engliſh, buc wee tranſlate it thus , I will 
never leave thee nor forſake thee. Ieis well (o : It is, 
as if hee ſhould ſay , Beleeve mee upon my word, 
I will never leave thee , no,no,no, 1 will not leave thee. 
It is ſocarneſt, God never promiſed a thing 
with more carneſtnes then that. 

And, balides, wee have found in experience 
the truth ofthis promiſe many a time. Wee are 
here ſome of us twenty yeares old, and ſome of 


” 


us fourty, and ſome ſtxry,and ſomeabove ; and, 
in All this time, wee have found hoy true this 
was : upon twenty, or fourty, or fixty yeares ex- 
pezience, wee may fay, God never left us yer, he 
forſogk us. Woe have been ſometimes 


never: : 
in fickneſſe, and ſometimes in danger, and 
| | 'Y2 lomtimes 


allo totreble it ; Ov wi os aro, vI* of wi or eſ-| 


cxpreſle it | 
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ſometimes in want ; God never left us yer, he® 
never forſook us : yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
wee dare not belecyc that ſame word, wee dare 
not beleeve 3t. o 
Doe not tell mee that thon doeſt, certainly 
thou doeſt not beleeve it. Even as Saul would 
needs juſtifie himſelfe ro Samnel, when hee re- 
ſerved the belt of the cattle, contrary to Gods 
command ; Thave kept Gods commandement(quoth 
hee) 0 thou bleſſedof the Lord. Haſt thou ſo, ſaith 
Samuel * Then What meanes the bleating of theſe ſheep 
in mine eares, and the lowing of theſe oxen * Mee 
thinkes, | might ſay ſo : thou ſayeſt thou belee- 
veſt the promiſe of God, that hee will not leave 
thee, nor forſake thee; Doeſt thou ſo ? Doeſt 
thou beleeve it } Then what meane thoſe falſe 
weights, thoſe falſe meaſures, and thole falſe 
oathes ? And what meanes that cunning over- 
reaching of thy neighbour in bargaining, and 
that ſecret undermining of him in his eftate ? 
And what meanes thine inordinate.carking, 
and caring ? That ſame loſing of many a 
ſweet ſleep, and loſing many a {weet Sermon 
for the things of this lite ? Surely, if thou didſt 
beleeve that God would not leave thee, nor 
| forſake thee, thou wouldeſt, indeed, uſe thoſe 


meanes | 


me 


(165) 


meanes whereby the providence of God might| 
be ſerved ; thou wouldeſt never be thus world. 
ly, thou wouldeſt never be thus covetous , 
thou wouldeſt never uſe this ſharking,'nor 
theſe diſhoneſt trickes if thou didſt beleeve : 
As ſure as the Lord liveth , thou beleeveſt 
not that promiſe, I will not leave thee, nor forſake 
thee. | 
I could ſhew the like in many other promi- 
ſes. Good Lord, how ſlow of heart are we to 
beleeveany promiſe that God hath madeto us, 
either concerning this life, or concerning a bet- 
ter , conſidering with mee theſe things that 
tell you ! 

Firſt, conſidering how much ſeed of unbe- 
life there is in the nature ofevery man upon 
theearth,even in the beſt of Gods children, and 
conſidering what a deep root this ſeed takes in 
all our hearts. Then conſidering that the time 
| that God hath ſet for the performance of pro- 
miles ; is, 

Firſt, uncertaine. | 4 

And many times long before a promile be 

formed. | 

Then conſider againe, that ſame wonderfull 
working of God,when his workes goe againk 

$ 
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| 


[in diſputes among men, is a good courle in 


|{wverthe Premiſes, deny the Concluſion ; held 
|rothe promiſe. The Covenant of day and night 


[nor nightany.more intheirdeaſpn : but there is 


his en iſe, as many times.it ſcemes. God pros | 
miſeth times : bleſsing and hee hr tO 
goc aqzinſt his word. 

Then conſidering how bulie and ſubtile the 
divell is, labouring Kill, as hee did with Evego 
diſcrodic the truth of Gods promile, 

Then. conſidering hovv ready vve are to liſt. 
en, as Eve, tothe whiſperings, and ſuggeſtions 
of that fubtile ſerpent. Certamly, brethoen, we 
{ſhould never pleaſe our felzes in any meafure of 
fairh>but.labour {bl for a greater mealure there- 
of and never think we can lay hold faſt enough 
upon the promiles of God.,O,chat is a ſafe courle 
that M* Luther gave ; In all temptations, and con- 
flifts, and combates, aud ayonies, ftill urge the promiſe : | 
Whatfoever the divell can objeft apain}} it, fill hold the 
promiſe. Thatthat wwe would hiſſe atin ſchools, 


ting with Saran: When wee.ccannotan- 


may be altered, that there naay be neither day 


never a promile in the Covenant of grace;bur:i 


[ball ftand for cver: Lord, 1helerve it, belpe prine 


nbeligfg. So much Hhall-fuffice concerningghe 
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ſecond ſin, They beleevped not bis word. FT come to 

the third, They murmured in their tents. | 
There is a three-fold murmuring, ; 
There is murmur diſplicentie, amurmur of di: 

pleaſure, of diſlike and'diſcontent that is againſt 

God, when things goe with us otherwile wen, 

wee would have them. 


of diſobedicnce againſt our Superiours, when 
wee thinke that chey command us ſomething 
| that voee conceivetobe unreaſonable. | 
- Then there is murncy invidentie a murmut of 
envy againſt our neighbours ; when wee think | 
are in a better condition then wee are, wee: 
diſlike it. The Greaant murmured againſt the 
Jewes, becauſe their women were neglected, | 
Afts 6.1. Cainmmurmured, becauſe Abels Farifice 
weas accepted, and his was not. Judas maurmu- 
red at the box of Spicknard that was beſtowed 
upon our Lord. Theelder brother of the pro- | 
digall- child nurmured that the fat calf ſhould 
be killed for his riotous brother, chat had ipent 
his farhers goods among harlots. This people: 


envied Aaron the Saint of the Lord, and Meurred a- 


gainſt Moſes m their tents. This wee ſpeakenot 


& of 


Then there is murmur inobedientic; a lar 


murmnured thus againſt Moſes, and Aaron ; They | 


— 
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| Gods love, as this people had : Doe you think 


of now ; this was not the murmuring of 
envie. 

What murmur was itthen ? 

The othertwo : 

Firſt,a murmuring of diſpleaſure,and diſcon. 
rent againſt God. I 

And then a murmur of diſobedience, both a- | 
gainſt God and againſt the Magiſtrate. | 

Firſt, I ſay, it was a murmur of diſcontent a» 
gainſt God, and a fearefull murmur ; you ſhall 
ſeldome heare of the like. I pray, markethis , 
When God promiſed them theland at any time, 
hee uſually promiſerh it to them out of his love; 
Becauſe God loved the fathers, therefore hee choſe the 
ſeed, Deuter.c.q.ver.z7. In another place, Deuter. 
7.ver.8. The Lord ſet bis love upon you, not becauſe 


you ere many ; for yor Were the feweſt of all people , 
but becauſe bee loved you, therefore hee brought you out | 


: 
: 


Nation had ſo many ſenſible demonſtrations of 


that God would have brought them our of the: 
land of bondage , with ſuch a mighty out- 
ſtretched arme, if he had not loved them ? Dae 
youthink he would have made a way for them 
in the ſea, and afterward have fed them with 


| 
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of the land of Egypt. 1 thinke, there was never | 
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bread from heaven, and given them water' 
out of the rock, and have guided them vwith 
a pillar of fire in the night, and a pillar of a 
cloud in the day, if hee had not lovedthem : 
Doeyou think hee would have appeared to 
them in fire, and have ſpoken to them in an 
audible voice out of Mount'Smai, and have 
choſen them there tobe a peculiar people to 
him of all che peoplein the carth, iFhechad | 
not loved them ? 

You will ay, Who doubted of this love ? | 
O, I pray you, heare this people, hearkento | 
this people ; out of their impatience (and | 
impaticncy is ever fullof milconſtruRtions) | 
they impure all chis that God had done, to | 
the very hatred of them. Would you thinke 
it ? Look in Deut. ca. ver. 27. Becauſe God 


ftroy us Þith the Amorites. O finfull Nation, 
worthy to be hated indeed, not worthy tobe 
loved, that takes Gods love thus for hatred. 
This was the murmur of impatiency. 

The mutmur of difobedience againft 
God and the Magiſtrate was in theſe-words , 


10, that wee had died in the Wilderneſſe ! O, that 
wee ere dead ! They \weete but affraid of 
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| death, and they might have lived, if they 
had beleeved ; they were bur affraid of death, 
and, for fearethey ſhould die, they wiſh, O, 
that wee were dead ! T he like murmuring 
you ſhall finde oft times of this people : 
Fourty yeares long was God grieved, and 
vexed with their continuall murmuring. 
One while they murmured for want of wa- 
ter ; after they had water, then they murmur 
at the bitterneſſe of the water. One while 
they murmur for want of bread ; another | 


time they had bread, and the bread of An- | 


gels, the bread of heaven ; then, they mur- 
mur-becauſe they had nothing bur bread. 
One while they murmur at the government 
of Moſes and Aaron ; God puniſhed them for 
that murmuring : then they murmur againe 
becauſe God puniſhed them. They murmur 
at-the tedioulnels of the way from'Egyptto 
Cadeſh-Barnea,; now they mucmur, becauſe 
they may not goe from Cadeſh-Barnea to 
Egypt againe. Thus they were like {wine : 
For,as the ſwine, whether full or empty, wa- 
king or ſleeping, is ever grunting:; ſothis peo- 
ple were ſtill murmuring. | +1 we 24 LL 


c 


The Apoſtle; 1 Corath.chap.10.yer.o:ſaith, 


chat! 
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that this is Written for our example, that Wee 
ſhould not murmur as they murmured, and were 
deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. Brethren, beware 
of this ſin of murmuring. I will not ſpeake 
of the murmuring of envie; you have in this 
Pſalme v.16. They murmured one againit another. 
I doe not ſpeake of that, bunt begin 

Firſt, beware of that murmuring of dif- 
obedience. Children, take heed how you 
murmur againſt your Parents. : Servants, 
take heed how you murmur againſt your 
Maſters. Subjects, take heed how you 
murmur againſt your Soveraigne. . Let no- 
thing (ſaith: ghe Apoſtle ) be done with muz- 
muring, and reaſaing. Doe all things Without 
murmurings, and diſputings, Phil.chap.2. ver.14. 
Pam mT: JeO24s XOMIeY, x) NeAououien, 
as (ry/oſtome on that place excellently : It is 
a grievous fin that ſame murmuring. 7: is 
better ( ſaith hee there) for a man not .to have 
his worke done, then done with murmuring.. The 
voice of murmuring is but a low voice, it 
is not loud ; it is rather muttered, then uttered , 
it is but a low voice : It may be theman 
heares thee not' againſt whom thou mur- 
mureſt : But it is ſaid, The Lord beard the voice 
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therefore, (laicth hee) in the next verſe, Be- 
| ware of murmuring.> There is. not »fpch a 
me 


If yvvee muſt givean account co God for every 


{as the peopledid) that God hates them. 


of this peoples murmuring, Deutertnomy chap. 1. 
hor _ of the book of*W *x4.0y 
excellently” ; There is (quoth hee) auris zell, 
an! care of jealouſie (hee ſpeakes of divine 
jealouſic ; and thar is a jealouſie as hot as fire) 
and there is an care of a Jealous God, and the 


voice of Murmuring (laith hee) ſhall not be hid : 


ſecrer- thought, that ſhifl Ye for" oli 


idle word, ſurely, wee ſhall give an account 
to God for words of deſperate murmuring, 
That is forthe one, Beware gf chat mur- 
muting of diſobedience. 

Thea of the other, Beware, above all, 
of that murmuring of impatience. There 
are k peneration of. cen that cannot be trou- 
bled with any thing that they would: not 
be. croubled with , nor can they | want 
any thing tharthey would have, xhey maſt 
not be crofled wich wet nor dry, with wind 
nor raine, with foule nor faire weather , but 
their roourhs are preſencly ſet againſt heaven, 
andrhey will nor ſtick ro charge God fooliſhly, 
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E pray, let mee onely give you a fewy 
remedies againſt this impatient murmu. 
rin 


The firſt is this , Conſider, that that 
lame Diſcipline of God, at which wee! 
murmur, is from God ; Aftliflion comes not 


out of the-duſt,, as Eliphaz ſpeakes. There is 


| nothing betalls thee in thine eſtate, but 


it comes from a Divine power, and is gui- 
ded by a moſt wile providence; and wile, 
| thou murmur atit £ | 
The very ſavage beaſt, that is ready to 
lee-.at .the throar of a ſtranger , will en- 
dire ir ſelfe to be firicken and beaten by 
his keeper. Surely , thou art worle then 
a beaft, ifrhou wile not ſuffer God thy Fa- 
ther, and thy Maker, and thy Keeper to ſtrike 
thee. 

Then, ſecondly, againe conſider, God 5 
righteous in all bis Wates, and holy in all bis ' Workes, | 
feat nom murmurare qai malum patitur, Lex | 
not a man that ſuffers ill murmur ; though | 
hee know not for what ill hee ſuffers, hee | 
can bur ſuffer juſtly. There. is noching bur | 
it comes with due deſert, becauſe God is 
juſt, and it ſhall have a due profit. The 


| 


judgements 


(174) | 


| be, thou wouldeſt be more intemperate : 
God knowes what is better for thee, then | 


judgements of God, ſome of them are ſecret, 
ſome of them open, they are all righteous ; 
never murmur. We deſire that God would 
not enter into judgement with us : Shall 
wee enter into judgement with God ? wee 


doe (o, if we murmur. | 


Thirdly, conſider, that this ſame Diſci- 
pline thatthou murmureſt ar, ic may be itis 
not ſo much penall as medicinal. Thou mur- | 
murelt , peradventure that thou art poore 
if thou wert rich, peradventurethou would- 
eſt be proud of it. Thou murmureſt be- 
cauſe thou art kept low, Thou art a bewer of 
Wood, and a drawer of water to the hoſt , perad- 
venture, if thou wert higher, thou would- 
eſt be morelicentions. Thou murmureſt , 
peradventure, becauſe thou haſt a weak fick- 
ly body ; if thou wert more healthy, it may 


thou doeſt for thy ſelfe: Therefore, as there 
was a law among the Perſians, that if any 


man had been beaten at the Kings com- 
mand, hee ſhould have beene ſo farre from 


|murmuring againſt the King, that hee was 


bound by that law to come and give the 


King 


_—_ 
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King thanks, as though ic was a fayour from 
the King ; hee mult come and give the King 
thankes, that hee was plealed to remember 
bim. Surely, when God beates us with any 
affliction, with poverty, or abaſement, or 
whatſoever , wee ſhould be ſo farre from 
murmuring, that wee ſhould come and give 
| JO} Godthankes that hee is pleaſed to remember 
us, and to make us againe to remember him, 
that otherwiſe might have forgotten him 
dayes without number. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, conſider the feare- 
full judgement of God thar falls upon mur- 
murers. ! could have ſhevved many ex. 
amples, but remember this heavie judgement 
of God that at laſt fell -upon this people for 
'murmuring : the Lord bare with it a while : 
|they murmured at Marab, hee bare with it , 
and at Rephidim, and hee bare with it, and ar 
| Taberah, and hee puniſhed them a little , and 
at Kebroth- Hattanah, and then hee puniſhed 
them a little : But at length hee would 
beare no more, but (ware; hee lift up his 
hand, that they ſhould never enter into the 
land of Promile, they entred not into that 
land. And, let mee conclude with that _ 
® 


— 


176) 
of Gregorie , Nullus qui murmurat, cc. there 
are none that murmur that enter into the 
Kingdome of heayen ; nor ſhall any but the 
fons of peace, ever participate of chat peace 

and tranquillity the Saints {hall there 
enjoy. Let us therefore take 
heed of murmuring., 
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Heb. 13. 16. 


To doe good, and to communicate, forget not ; for with 
| ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, 


AF this Sickneſſe, this grievous 

S=\\t Sickneſle that now rageth and 
KN 7 {1 raigneth, and ſpreads ir ſelfe more 

DSS20 and more among us, as wee are 
not bulic to ſeek a reaſon of ir in natural 
caufes ; ſo wee are not eſpecially to ſeek the 
remedy. of ic by natural{ mcanes. Ir is no 
hand but that of God that ſmiterh us; and 
there is no hand but that of God can healc 
us. It is no. hand but that of Godthat gave 
che wound ; and it is:no hand but Gods 
chat muſt bind up againe. Therefore ic was 
an uſuall cuſtome, both among the Iewes 
and:among the Gentiles, whenasthe Plague 
began to break out at any time among them, 
the farlt thing they did, was, they Ji leck 

to appeale. the wrath of God by (acrifices 
[/ Aa The | 
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{the Genriles by the light of nature. The 


{ peaſe Gods wrath. Therebe {| pirituall ſacri- 


aſcend as incenſe; and the liſting up of my hands as an 
| evening ſacrifice, Plal. 141, 2. 


The lewes did ir by the light of prace, and 


Sickneſle being now broken our, and thar 
a longtime, our courſe muſt be ſtill ro ap- 
caſe Gods wrath by ſacrifice, 

Sacrifices in the old Law were many ; in 
the new Teſtament there 1s: but one true, 
rea!l, externall, propitiatory ſacrifice, that 
our bleſſed Lord offered on the Altar of 
the Croſle; a ſacrifice of a ſweet favourto 
God. 

But though there be none of that kind, 
yet there be ſacrifices of other kinde a great 
number, by which wee muſt ſeck ro ap. 


fices, ſaich St, Peter, 2 Pet. 2.5, And what 
are thoſe? _ 

There be theſe five eſpecially ; 

Firſt Prayer, that is a ſacrifice; Letmy prayer | 


The ſecond ſacrifice whereby we ſhould 
appeaſe Gods wrath, is a contrite heart; that | 
David ſpeaks of, The ſacrifice of God us a troubled 
ſpirit ; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou will | 
not deſpiſe, Plal.$1,.17; That is the ſecond; 5*| 


A 


di 
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Ry 'A third is a mortified body , ; 4 beſeech you 
brethren (ſaith the A poltle) by the mercies of God, 
offer up your bodies a livmy ſacrifice, holy and acceptabie 
toGad Rom.12. 1, 

A fourth facrificeis in the Verſe before my 
Text, a ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving . The 


Fiefea, from whom the Apoſtle hath ir, calls 


| it, The calves of the lips. Calves were wont to | 
be offered in ſacrifice; and theſe calves of 


the lips ought to be offered to God, the fa 
crifice of praiſe and thankſgiving, 

That God may be pleaſed in mercy to give 
us occaſion to offcr & 
liverance from this inteQtious and venemous 


[ havein the mean time now thought good 
ro ſpeak of a fifth ſacrifice, of Almesyiviog; 
To doe good, and to compmunicate, forget nat ; for with 
ſach ſacrifices God 14 Well pleaſed, 
I nccd not todividethe Text, ir breaks 3 i 
ſelfe into two parts 

1. An Exhortation; "as 

2, The Reaſon of i ir, 
To doe g00d, —— there 
is the' Exhorration. 


Apoſtle calls it there, The fruit y the bps bat| 


is ſacrifice, for our -de- | 
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With ſuch ſacrifices God ts Well pleaſed, there is 
the-Reafon of it. | 
Concerning the Exhortation, I ſhall han- 
dlenone butthat ro.day,by Gods grace; con- 
{ider there, | . 
The matter,the thing we are cxhorted to ; 
Andthe manner, how the Exhorcation is | 
framed. | 
The thing we arc exhortcd to is double, 
ewo-fold, 


I R $7 doe 200d, and com- | 
Communicating; _—— 


Theſe are the things we arc exhorted to. 

 Forthe manner how the Exhorcation is 
framed, it is not thus, 'Doc good and-com- 
municate; but, Doe not forget ro doe good; it 
is a thing of great neceſlity : what-ever thing 
you forget beſide, forget not this; irisa thing 
you may calily forget: todee good, and to com- 
municate, forget not, And. of theſe; with Gods 
| aſſiſtance, with all brevity and plainnefle I 
can. I have many - marters to goe through, 
and I would be briefc. | 

Mark, I beſeech you, firſt, the ewo. things | 


the | 
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weeare exhorted to;they are Subltantivesin|. » 
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£32 
the Greek, how they differ, or whether there 
be diffcrence berweer them, Wricers-doedit- 
Her. 'Some think they are both one and the 
ſamething, in tewo words. Others dothink | 
{the-latter word is of ſomewhat largeriex- | 
cent then the former, / The firſt, word. doth 
lignific an almes-deed, or ſuch reliefe 'as wee 
givethe poore, that is, Welkdomg. ' The ſecond 
word [ Communicate ] 'containes-under ir all 
mutuall offices of love and kindnefſe, that 
paſſe between man and man. 

For the better knowingof thatcommu- 
nicating, what it is to communicate; let-me. 
firſt rell you, that as ſeverall Countries have] 
their ſeverall commodities,as you know,oue 
Country abounds with good corne,another 
Country hath good wine, another:hath;good 
fruit, another Country-hath good breed: of 
cattell :. Solomon had his oaks fromiBaſhan, but 
his cedars from Lebanon, his firre from Shebar, 
his Almug-trees and gold fromOphir, his (pa 
| ces and ſvvect odours from: Arahia, his | | 
linnen and horſes were brought out of B | 
9pt ; his ivory, apes, ' and peacocks, 'were l 
brought our of Setvfa by his navy and fleet y -: 
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jof: Tharſhifh. As feverall. Countries have 
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. King ſtands in necd of husbandry, The Ci- 


their: ſeverall commodities; {o ſcverall men 
have ſevcrall gifs ar bleſſings, which they ? 
are to: communicate to others ; as every 
Countrey þy Merchants communicate the 
commodities that abound in them to other 
Countrics, and they from other Countries 
reccive in other commodities they want, 
God would have one Country to ſtand in 
need of! another, for ſome. commodity or 
athcr : Soit 1s among men, God hath o dit- 
poſcd of his bleflings, as that there is no 
mantbuc ſands in need one of another. 
There! is a ticcefliry of receiving and com: 
municating. Solomon (Ecck/.5.9.) tells us, The 
King # ſerved by the tillage of the field;: the very 


tizens ſometime ſtand ininced of the Coun- 
try man, and the Country man another 
timc hatlias much nced of the Citizen... The 
poore; man cannot ſtand 'inſo much necd 
of the rich man act one time, but the rich 
man at another-rime {tandsn as much need | 
of the poor: There: is never a member of 
rhe body can ſay to another, 7 have no need 
of thee, as the Apoltle cells us, The eye camer 
Jay to the: hand, _ 1 have no need of thee _— 
ca 
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of you, Nay, quoth the Apaſtle,thale mem- 
bers that are, tceble,. are neceſlary. Thoſe 
poore men that peradventure are contemp- 
tible in the ſight-of the world, are neceſ- 
fary.: God hath, ſo diſpoſed of his gifts, and 
; diſpenſed them with {uch wildome, asthat 
b hee would ſtill have an intercourſe of kind- 
nelle. betweene man and. man;.; There is a 
neceſſicy of receiving, a neceſlity.of com- 
municating of gifts. 

. Some mcn can tell hayy to receiyc , but 
they know not how to communicate;; N«- 
bal and his ſervants received a great deale of 
kindneſle at the hands of David and his (er- 
vants,they confelled ir; Davids ſervants was | 
' a Tall about them by day and by might, they -prote- 
: ed and defended them from all dangers, 
all che while they wero in-the wilderaclic; 
but. when David ſent to Nabal Dt ſome re- 
licfe, in the day of Nabab ſheep-ſbeariog, 

What? quoth the Qhurle,. Shall 1 take-my bread, 
Gn hone ben appropeimes ohingRilLaMg 
bread, and my Water, and my fleſh, that I have pre- 
pared for my ſhearers, and give them to men that ] hogvÞ | 


; 


cad cannot ſay to the foot, I have no need | 


| 120t whence chey-come F -2-Samt, 25, 11- Hee know, | 


how 


| IT 


| 


LI. -— <<< on - = - mm” Oo —@— _ecCcoco—_——=_ 
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(8) 
how to receive kindneſſes, buthe: knew nor 
howto communicate; /'- 572. 
| As Godhath' eftablithid:4 KRtinidfon of 
proprieties/amiong men; while every man 
governeshis ps. houſe, andrules his own 
ſervants, and tillShis owneland, and feeds 
his owne carcell, and mannageth his ewne 
affaircs; I ſay, while God doth thus, every 
man-finds {vweet experience of Gods: arti- 
cular providence. As God hath eſtabhſhed 
thus a diſtinion of propriety, of houſe, and 
goeds;/and lakd among men; fo God on 
the ottiee' fide hath eſtabliſhed x Commus- 
nion-of Saints; and: Communion of Saints 
doth not aboliſh*the diſtinion of __— 
- gr" the diftiiftion of Pro 
ae noraboliſh theGommunion of CR , they 
may borh' ſtahid” rogether, a diſtintion of 
hioProj piety arid clie Comtiunion of Saints, 
God oval have us; in regard of poſſeſſion;to 
have things private and feverall that are our 
owne; bur-God would: have us make theſe 
things common, ir regard of uſe; tpon (c- 
verall occaſions: and then a man'doth good, 
when he communicates that 
--| rn; 00 _ 0 


Ev 


good charGod 
others. © *} 


| 


| 


| Jodie well | 
This ſamedoing of dondandeonitmitini | 
cating, may be done mavy vyaycs, —_—_— 


| that word, bow cana than.be faid:tobe 


Tos ; 


© 8 


Eames eo rowers thiol dee) dobeks 


greateſt good2; (av Sond knew: vhercin 
his ſtrength lay) and4hen to bis utcrmoſt 
wer to doe good; and:communicate ro 
others of thas which God harh-given him: 
Forget oprbrn ui Ae ys Apes 776 
ed, ve 


e 


them, becauſe there is no body may be-ex. 
emprcd from this preeepr-of the Apoſtle, it 


doc. good and communicate ſome: way or 
abs. Wee are forbid to: call. our: brother, 


ba; which in the Syriack ſignifies empty, 
_- A man empty : ſaith Sc rome upon 


and empty,. whom: the' Spiriref God: 
filled and repleniſhed wich ſome gift -or'o- 


doing doe good? SN 
There arc: many wayes of doing 
Firlt, a man may doe good to.the ng good 


or hee may to _ Private; hee 


Ti may tae god to he Gheadpind Dane 


- S " 1/4 ", 
* on - . 
= = 
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: ; ng 
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concernes every man, and every man may | | 


—e 

- 
1 
L 


ther, thar hee may communicate, and-in{o | 


TOE » 


MOn- f 


fry | 
| or warren nd es the earch 
| in rc 
or Common-wealth in ar. And to 
.diſtribuce and doe totheone and 
eo the other, forget:-not;''' | | 
- For the firſt, cothe Publike, '2 man may 
' doe good many wayes non en lpe- 
.cially come to my mind. 
' -Fuſt;amanmaydoegoodrothe Pablike, | 
- by the building , ' or hagvg or —_— 
[Churches an Chappels, and Oratorics for |. 
che:ſervice of God: A man may doc good 
coche Publike, by creQing and endowing of 
Schools and Colledges for the education of | 
_ | yourh.” A-man-may docgood tothe Pub- | 
-ike, 'by making. ayes, and Caulies, 
and Bridges forthe ws A man may | 
doe goodto the Publike, by checonveyance 
of water; that may. be- uſefull cicher to: City 
-or Countrey, and many other things. There 
are many wayes more that aman may. doc 
good to the Publikein, and to doe goodto 
the Publike, forgernor; for wich ſuch facri- 
fice God. is pleaſed: For ſome ſuch works | 
as [ have name the memory of ſome 
men-is bleſſed to this day, and will be heres 


Then ſecondly, 2 man may doe: moles 
ſorne { p/n in-Church and: Com: | 
mon-wealch ; and that two wayes .' 
t. A man may doe good rhebovy ou 
2- To thefoule: + 
The goodthara man communicates, tay 
| becithera Corporall,or Spiritual}-good:3-- | 


Then doth a man\gootto thipbody,eſthe| 
outward cſtare | meane; when hcecommu- 


| ic ates; ſuch a thingas is ameansof His com- 
| forrable being] in rhie ſtare ofNatare,” Bura 
man doth good to the foule, when hedorh 
communicate ſuch athing asmay be ameans 
vba wel-being hereiatheſtawor and: 
{-of his ereroall wel+eing; here in:the 
one al body of hy bonlem hg 
toulc of 
pi) Ae rs Arr omg 3748] 
| begin: wich che ſoule firſt;char is the prin 
| cipall par. Doeſtthouſee thy brothier igno-1 
rant' of ſome math thac heo ſhauld-know; 
thar'js oeceſlary to falvarion?- Thou tabſt 
{hor doc him a greater good then to iuftrudt 
him: Doeſt chew fer tem doubefbiitntianco 


Lc? | Bb 2 doet} . 
—  —  ——IOIES wet" 
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* a , ag” hy ng -#*o 
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doot Why then dochim goodro Cas; | 
'Docſt thou ſee-theth over-raken'withſo 
infiremcy* Whythen reftore-them 
the 
| ken With y, you that are ſpiritual, reflore Jach a 
mat. © word is, puthim'im-joyar 

againe; hee is our of ioynr, "fer him right, 
pat” bim in ioyat with-the' ſpitie” of ticek: 
 nefle and>gentieneſle; - Doeſt: thou” ſesthy 
brother unruly; -and ruſtr into'finne; a4 the 


deale of -.co admoniſh 'and'1 

bien; ml rn" {as Fade ſaich in his Epiſtte) 
out: of 'the fare, thar hee periſh nor. Doeſt thou 
fee thypoore brother feeble and weak-heart- 
ed? Thou ſhals.tloe a-great dealc -6f yood' 
then'ro him. Doeſtthouſee him 
 deicted and caſt downe, and"almoſt ſwal: 


a-greater good" then comfort him. Theſe 
|rhings you may doe: And if thou ſtethy bro 
ther paſt all help from men, then wn canfſt 
not-doc agreater g goodrhentopra 
help for him arGodshand Andin 


boſe anto.the battaile * Thou mayeſt doe a great} 


lowed up of defpaire? Thou canſt not doe] 


1 . 


me| 
ſaith, Brethren, if-any of maine. 


| 


— 


wor un troy=s | | 
T 


that foweet Communion of Saints Gln be-1 


| 


| Gro rRR — : 


= 
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iQ fickne 


doe 


| theſe three c 


to.doc this: 


[name from 
' 11» +Deliver bin that is 


| 4 os Deliverance it ba thing 
Bb , 


- 


to mourne. one ——_ anether 
for your corruptions: This-chey may _ 
whea they arc .together.., then, pra 

| otiefor another : and that they COT 
they are-a- thouſand miles afunder. This is. 
the Communion of Saints. Thus, wee, may. 
good to che ſoules of our brethren,; and || 
good to the ſoules of your y <a 


\"--* withethat ab this Jacnfice. Godie. pal 


Cr EPA LH Wenn, een | 
ward eſtate, many wayes; [. will think of 


good, een cragt 


defending | 
his} 


Y-- 
Firſt, wee may doe them 
by defending of our -brothex ; 
. |dinghis perſon from violence, 
his goods from, ruine; by 
reproach and diſhonour. Po.24, x 
appnted t0-die, 4 


ES Kees" he 
| þ ragi-erup RE 


fe 


| 
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oy this, 1-ublivered the powe Þhen bee cryed, and 
heed him that w43 fatherieſſe, 1 brake the iawes of 
| che wicked in pieces, and took the prey one of bis terth; 
if thou canſt doe ic by thy calling, if thy cal- 
ling will allowrthee to doe it;thou art bound 
co\doe it;to doe that good ;-to right them 
when they ſaffer wrong, either in cheir per- 
ſors, orgoods,or goodname; if irbe ithy 
power to right thy brother, doe-good that 
Secondly, thou mayelt doc ; 6ccomp- | 
wodands, by lending 3 and indeed; ſometimes 
2-manmay doe as much good by knding, 
as by-giving. And this is a work of nietcy 
that God requires of his people; markthat 
place, Dext.15.5,8. Thou ſhalt not harden thy bunt, 
nor ſhot thy band from thy poote brother ; But then 
| end hime fuf ficient for bis nocd, in that Which he Want- 
c/ Thou ſhalthelpand help him wide, fo 
the word/is, Thou ſhalt open wide corhy. 
brethren: -and Wok —_—— to them: 
| The Originall word donbles it, m theu 
ind; that is, thouſhale ſurcly lend, and| 

lend ſufficiently, according to his need. \So| 
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"oth hteous man, - Af righteous mar is wwe 
pr) AT TPO oor 5. butthen markehe 


faves with diſcretion, ay ns 
Thurdly, a-man may doe 


fro giving « OF wobac +-Tikatatvhhihcinge, 

ccley ene of ko Sor 
we 0 

him,cogivehim bread, if hee-be Le 


mu grchimclabe if hec be ſick, if inde 


wer, wee arctO give him remedy, 
bee edi buriall;de- 


if hen 
cent buriall; and amongthe works of cha-! 


Fd and works of mercy, you thall-ever| 


the buriall of the 

oy When the Traitor atthe: 
ne mcg chat was beſtowed: upon: 
Saviour, faith hee, Lat: ber alone,' 

foee beth dane a god ork towards my brigh, And, 


T0 


_ 
; + =P” 25; #4 + 
Bat SA or. ” , 


oy Lond mercy, ſaith David, 106 thr anex.of 


VB. C © «* 2 
vs * Oy 
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hun thar follow after 300, bee guides his | 


——— 


to his 


_ 
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L becage they ſhewedanercy to his Mas 
= Vhaikeg? —_ ep band 


| coptoring by encouraging, by. comforting, 


exc: be of FR 4s _ 
3A min may 5 69g 
you Sb to:the wat ike. many wayes, And 
chen roche Prixate, a man may doe good to 
the ſoule;to the-body : To the foule-byin- 
ſtruQting, by direfing, by admoniſhing, by 


Em: F308 v4 _— god 
thy ts " 
that Hop ” goamne 5 
os by giving nes their ; neceflicy 
araske. And thusto doegood tothe Pub. 
like, RO tothe {oules and bodics of 
our when. it 1s.in our power, fe- 
gee not by , It is 2. with vec, God. is 
eres there are ſo many, wayes of: It 
good chus, I will ſet down two Conells- 
rics and Conſefarics ; two things follow 
on it. 
The firſt is this, Since there arc ſo ws: 
y wayes of doing -good, certainly as 
as wee live here in this life, iter} i Do 
want oportunity of doing ome w 
orother. Thats the firſt. We cannot - 


to the 
_—_ = 


oporuniries þ f doing 
ny wayes toe it,  Cnhers maltthall od j 
ſome ignoranrpo orebody: charchcemay in- | 
ſtrut; as David did; Come yee children, hearkenan- | 
to mee; 7 will trach you the feaje of the Lard.” Ora} 
man hay tmd ſome perfon wronged;whom | | 
ew may ' help and [awed as Job-did1Or a | | 
man-may. fic in/his teat doore; and find ſome 
ſtranger paſle by that hee may cntertaine, as} 
Abrabam-did. Or a man 'may. find ſoine fa- | 
cherlefle children that hee may bring up, an 
Pharaobs daughter- brought up Mes. -Or 
man” may.finad fome naked: perſon that hee | 
may clothe;as Horcas did. Or a man-may find |. 
| fome- wounded perſon; which at. hee! have: 
thegife and skill of healing, hee day heale, | 
asthe good-Sanartene: did;: I-might gocfur- 
cher: Iris impoſlible while thou artherebur 
chouſhalgqnect with oportunities: of good: | 
doing, wee cannot Want thery:: | 
-»Ler: none _cxcuſe themſelves with this, | 
thatthey have no dpertuvicy ef doing goody] 
theye may>hevg daily, cigher, todo: 
the ſoules, or the bodics of {oine;; : - br pers 
both to foule and body. 1 ninſt wathh,, 
ouriord, bile nw $/ de neon 


— 


this work 
while it is day; while you have nov time, 
here isthe time to work good ; The night. 
comes, when death comes there is no more! 
| | time then'to doe good. Heclefe 9. 10; Whatſors| 
ver thine hand ſhall find to doe, ſaith Sopmonthere, 
' that is, whatſocver God hath cnabled thee 
to way Sup rtry good, dee.it with all thy 

Per ; £ there 14 neither working | 0107-4 | 
DD Cn—_Y 
thou goeſh, - 

Thinke of that; yow are going nov to 
your grave, you know not how long or 
how ſhorra time it may be before you come 
there, therefore w cr thy hand ſhall 
find co doe, whatever good God hath cna- 
bled thee co doe, docit with thy power; for 
there is no-doing of good in the grave, whi- 
ther thou awgvings.c */ (2 14 5 1. 

Titus the Romanc Emperour-is commen- 
ded by St. rome, anid'/heo:deferved commen- 
dations-indeed,' and Jyoar propounds: his| 
example and ſaying"to" others, as commens| 
dable,; Titus the Romane Emperour would | 
every night call hints(@lfe ro accounc wehar| 


f — -— — 


| 


| haye dogcin 16 . 


| doe ſomewhar, as that Painter chat would 
| never have a day paſſe over his head -wirh- 


na Pena PTE ORNY OS. 


| 
= ST gagd| 


dong,heewauld cry out to his friend, Friend, 
L have. loſt a day, - A great loſe jr ſeemed: 
co him; þutco us Chriſtians a-greacer loſſe, 
that. know we muſt make accoynt to God 
ev day of our i, wa good Wee. 


And {urely, confdatgs in our ſelve#how 


in our general] calling, a5 wee are; Chriſtians ; 
andihen in qur particular calling, according 
to the places wee hold in Chureh aud Com» 
neck, and 1n- ur F entre families, 
1, AMErE. notgooiian loſe a'day,..cvery dayto 


| faf one day:ts paſle oycrQur heads wichour 
|nitics of'deing 300d every day,neverinier 


| Cehars and ET is, jaw 


ſome lingdrawyings wee ſhould nar Gif4 


lomego od work done, ſome good xvorky 
every toys 


vol £9ga00Veen rome > 17 ome 


dj 


much good God requires at our hands, tld X 
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| —— is ſhot. - Howwmuch awore 
'Ffhoald wee beſtirre our ſelves then'ty'Uoe 
good; knowitg that our time is ſhorter 
then his. While wee have tone, fairh the'Apo- 
ſtle, let #4 the:go0d to'all, The word 'is not 
- fin che Greek; bur- while wee have opertunity, 
}? fo weeread: i in the new Tranflation, While 
| "wee have oportunity to dee 00d, Gal: 6: 10.5 Now 
{as long as wee live hve: 2 charitable heart 
will'hever want oportuniry of _ good, 
we'ſhall-ſtil} have oportunity ro doe pood ; 
bur when wee-ute gone there is no opor: | 
unity of doing good , there is no doing 
good'after; bur thenwee are to reccivefor 
that weehave done already, thetic goed 
| or-evill, | 
 Excellently Origen, ( with which I uy 
| \conctudextl poimt:) faith thee,! The (ix 
ges of our-hfe art-as the fix dayes of the 
week, they afe-dayes to gather Mannaiin , 
bur rhe vaje of dearly; hael is 'our Sabbath, Ti 
| ere no. Manna'ther'eo be gathered); (ic; 
1s no day to/gather Marina when wee ate 
{dead ; bur then we ſhall car that we have | 
|grrhercd/befors.; Theres: SER | 


when: vas ex) ond; but: wee then evihe 


—_— — —_ 


tar) 


| ro: xeceive; for the -good- wee: have done 
 Hhefore, if wee bayerdone;ir; therefore, To 
doe-good; 'and to commugnicate, Juge x08 That. 18 
the firſt Correllary.. 

| Ehe: ſcaond vis this, that, Simonk they 
are ſo. many wayes of doing good; there 
is o- man excmpred from: good, 
there is-no man but may doe good ſome 
way or other, Indecd;- ridh.men- mult be 
rich in good workes-; they: that have a-great 


of good. Bur thete: is. no:man {0 poorc 
chat 'may challenge» freedome from - this 
doipg:good,- becauſe: hee is poore-; Harke 
ihax/ the; Apotle ſaith, Bpieſe-4028. Let 

bir" thats. flole, fleale- na more.y nnrrrns = 
Bith his bands, Working that: Which-is- good ;- that 
hee - ray. communitate to\ thens\ that need.. - See, 
che! poare: habeuagoncariaes, lhe 
dh) -his hands, hte:omuſt 


| obs 290g 2 — | Flee that, bath” 160 
1t0- org a oo hath now ; 
i bf = 


\deale of goods, muſt doc/ a great deale| 


{from-.dojag:good.. roiey=wrgpe ure 
|wwas acked buds che propies.2]Fhailful 9g] 


am or 
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| To giveſomevwhar caehepoore,- Our Lord 


- 4a —— 


Fnumber-of - pa hoot tract hath: evvlg 


coats, [ce him partto him that hath none. 

Our bleſſed Lord did: live-upon' thar 
which good womer gave hiav;. that you 
ſhall ſcexf you look Lake 8.3. rhercitis ſaid, 
that Mary Magdalene, out of whom hee bad af fo. 
ven devils, and Tear; the wife of ('buza, Herods | 
fleward, and Suſame, ond «ther women 'minifired an 
to bim of their ſubflance. Chriſt lived-upon that 
[chat good perſons gave unto-him, yer-out 


of that tharwasgiven him, hee was ont | 


to give almes;; 'you may-perccive thac by 
that ſpeech of the & whewourLord 
' had bidden Indus, [That bee lid; doe quickly, they 


tid nor know wharhe mehr, bar did think 


that hee would have chemi provide ſome- 
; what, or to give ſaneviur tothe poore, loh.13.29, 


hicaleife lived 75 that which was given 


rentim yaw wp fe,Gurof rhap which w 
M, Pave © poore- yz a 
_- The Maxtor ae 'commended” by "Be, 


. rs lord what 


'verty, deep poverty, EEC 


-2.(ar; $24 it was: poycrty,  deeply-poyenty 
,yer hoy abounded in pg rel 


You know the woman in the Goſpel caſt 
in but rwo-mytes mnco-thet Trealury, buc 16| 
was 8l{ thatever ſhee had, ie was but alit- 
tle money, but it was great charity, a great | 
worke of charity, all that cver ſhee had. - 
. . When the Creple asked an almes' of Pe-| 
ter -and John coming to the Temple, ſaythey, | 
. Silver and gold ee have none ; but ſuch as wee have, | 
- wee thee” If cthonkeve: no- ſilver and gold| 

o give, that thou. canſt noe give that, yer 
wm. ſuch things as thou halt. 

The widow of 
lilyer:to give the: 
cake. z: ſhee loſt pm rv byte z' 
the ſtory; Our bleſſed Lord: ſai 


ſhall gimt' a cup of coll dit 06 gt; het 


name aan myocarings.s re 1 
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Tro doe what 


Tale find foe _ <comforclelia:cn ccreanztts/ 


aire Words are an boney-combe, /weetreſſe to th ſoule, 


good thou weuldeſt >why-yerbe: willing 
good thou: canft ; doe that 
thou :art 'able:ro-performe, and. God will 
accept: thy: willing heart;tqan, as hredidthe 
willing heart of Alvabon to offer his ſonne,! 
though hee did-narofter him; and the wil-- 
heart:of David: ro:build him: oy 
and Temple; though lee built: ic:noc..": 

In a'word, {to draw to. a: einelaSv)ss: 
'very-mananult.give. accotding*to his abjli- 


ry, as Godhatraabledhhins; aad-God(ools| 


nor forſmall chingsfromrichinica, 'In 
ſacrifices of the. old Law, imcho voluntary. 


| feowitiigfferngs, the Tevyes thac this Ca-| 
nom -cthatvif fa» poores man brought » rich 
mans; bffering ;: God accepted iofrin j. As; 2| 
pair-ofzarcieadoves: mage aw ch | 


| 


chem,ſpeak kindly tetthem; | 
to theirheart/So/omn cls us; Priceguts/| 


health to the-bones; If thou can{tnor:doc what 
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poore mans offering , if a richman-came 
with-a.pairc of turtles or two: i 
ons, this was notaccepted; every 
giveiccording to his ability. - 
Wee are not lords- of that wee poſlolle, 
but ffewards and bayliffes, 'and the greater 
bayliwick; the. 
God hath given but one talent, he ſhall make 
account bur for one;;. but ro whom God 
hath given two, hee ſhall make accountfor 
two; and to whom five, hee ſhall make ac- 
count for five. Thus as our gifts increaſe, 


man muſt 


colt that God: beſtowerhi onthe ground; he 
| looketh for fruit: of fomegrounditiscno 

ifit bring forth thot-fold,but of ſome ground 
God looks for fixty, and of ſome an bundreafold, 
And they that have 2 greardeale of goods, if 
they. doe.not a great. deale of good withir, 
they muſt:look for a great deale of puniſh- 
ment: And howlittle goods ſoever we have, 
we muſt doc good with it, +. 33 
Youſhall heare many ſay;If1 hadio much 
as{uchaman hath, I ygguld doea greardeale 


" 1 


ter account -' To whom | 


ſo our account.increafeth; according; to the | 


| 
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Panl and Barnabas, that they ſhould proachto 


that chou- haſt > Why ſhould thy father pur 
into thy hands agreater ſtock , when thou 
wilt not imploy that lictle + Be faithful as lit- 
tk, and then God will mmcreaſe that, as the 
widows oyle, and thou-thalr have the blef- 


{ing. Td doe good, farget not. You have heard: 
the thing exhontcd unto ; Now the man- 


ncr: 


In a word,l willnot ſtand upon :+.Je faems 
that weare calily apt ro.forger to doegood, 


if wee benort upon. Therefore our As. 
polt/c (for I take St, Pax! to be the Author of 
chis Epiſtle) when hee writes to Titus the 
Miniſter of the Church, ſauh hee; Par them nn: 


remembrance, put them in mind to doc good :- 


[tis one of his s. hee gives, Titg.1. Pat 
them in mind to doe: good. It is a part. of our du- 


to God, to put you. in mindte doe good, | . 
that you-may not forget ic. In Gab 2. 8,9; you | 


ſhall 6nd cherc, that the Apolſtics Per, and 
James, and boy, the pi 


the 


pi —————— _ P 
_ | Why ſhould God cruſt thee with a greater e» 
| ſtate, when thou wilt not doe good with 


þ 


che Apoſtles, | 
thoſe three gave the hand of fellowſhip co 


td. aa —_ — ————_—— — 
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a © was eedu utoaly | 
this among them, mude ould ned 
the pocre-wherefoever they came : whether 
ic were Peter, James, and Jobn, that preached:ro 
the ewes, or Paxi and Barnabas to the Gen- 


tiles, wy Was PREY agreed on a-| 1 4 
— them, to remember t POore, ſtill ro _ 
mi them. | þ 
Thercforc people muſt not take-ic ill at Ys 
the Miniſters hands, if that Miniſters be ſtill If 
calling upon them for doing goodand com- 14 
\municating; i is part of our duty: co call 3 
'OR you, that you forget not to dae'good, [3 


And. 1 could ule many \tO'- HEr- Fj 
ſwade you ſtill.co remember to doe good; i | 
burghus much onely, you muſt knovy this, | 
(1 will ſpeak of chis one thing, and then 1 1 
| haye dane; ) | | | "A 
That, Thar :God thar forbids to doe ill, T5 
hath.commanided us allo'to di : br is i'4 
_ for a\man not ro'doe ill, _ | 
hee muſt tO, Innocency is ' 
thing, to rk, cores bur arg het, cn 
| engugh toſalvarion: Ic isnotenough-for us 
thar'wec dee.no-lury, wee mult doc good 
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roo. That God that forbids us to wxthe flran- 
ver, commands us-in another place, to enter- 
taine firangers + That Godthar in one place for: 
bids us to. grieve the Widew and fatherleſſe children, 
hee commands us in\another:place to relieve 


| chem; That God-that forbids us"totake the 


 doathingof a pooreman for a pledge, come 
niands usin another place, 'tocloacthe poore 
naked men: That God that forbids ns ro doe 
if toany man,commands us to doe good to 
any man.; That fearfull ſentence, Goe yee caur- 
ſed into eyerlafling wp thallnot be onely for 
doing ill, bur itſhall be: for not doing good; 
I'oas hungry, and yee fed mee not, 1 was thirfly, and 
Yee gave mee no-drink;&'c and becauſe you did 
not to one of theſe little ones, yen did it not t0 me.” 
-Allthe trees planted: in the houſe of God, 
arecalled trees of righteouſneſſe,Uai.61;they muſt 


| bring forth fruit ; their leaves-muſt» be for 
| medicine,and their fruirfor foods there muit 


begood, *God cannot indure that we ſhould 
grow unprofitable; let everymaytakeheed 
how hee. growes unprofitable , that there 
come no good of tharheedoth: Take heed 
of unprofitablencile, :the myrofitable ;Jervantis 
bound band and foot ;the unprofitable chatfe is 


| 001 L ſcatter» 


4 


| 
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ſcattered» with the wind; the unprofitable 


is caſt on thedunghill; God gannotendure 
unproficableneſle.-1 willconclude with that 
place, Ezek. 15.2. The Lord asks Ezekiel, Son 
of man; + what is the vine tree good for * The vine 

brings fruit, itis good and comfortable for :Gad 
and man; in Jothams parable. Bur God meanes 

the unprofitable vine tree, if it bear nograpes, 

what 1s ic chen good for? can you wiaken 
hook or nailc of it, to hanga veal on? Ybu 

may doc.it with other trees; if they grovy un- 

profitable :the fig-troe, or theappie-regzoro- 
thers, when they arc unprofitable and-beare 
no fruit, you may;make a:pin-of them to 
hang a veſſel on; but the vine, whatis'it gaod: 
for+ſarely it is good for norinng but che'fire ; 

from-one endo: the other of it; you cannot 
poke aipin to: hang a veſſc![-on, .So. cicher 
cher 
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woeand etcernall perdition. 2%: 
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fig-tree is. hewendown; the unprofitable (alc | 


c muſt be-grapes, theremult befruie, or | 
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Heb. 13. 16. , 


To doe ; 4nd 10 commnuicate, forget not , PL wah 
ſuch ſacrifices God i well pleaſea. 


® Ere is an Exhortation, and the 
LIEED 8 Reafan to enforce it : The Ex: 
S201 & bortationis, To doe good, andto com- 
AER namic, And then.doe wee doe 
n wc dorcommunicatethat good 


char God hath _ wma Arne) .. wo: of 0-| 


chers, ©: 
Wee: have. doin ved the Sxſnicmntivine) 
Wee come to the Reaſon that the / 
uſeth: to: enforce the Exhorntion withall:;” 
| For with juch jarrifices Gudbis "well pieced. 
Hee fairhnor, With-ſuch woke God is 
wellplented; berwith ſuch-ſacnfices, There: 
are ſpirituall ſacrifices ; Prayer is one, and: 
Thankſgiving another, and Repentance ano-' 
cher; and Beneficenceanother. But the thin 
that is offeredto God in all theſe ſpiri 
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Guiojorhe hae: -A devour heartin | Pray- 
er, broken heart in R ce, 4 

heart in Thankſgiving,and a render compal- 
fionate heart in enrbtidn And 'it is the 
tendernefic, and:compatſionatenche, andthe 
charitableneſſe of the heart that makes ir a 
ſacrifice to God, and well. ro him, 
and accepred of him. PP 

|  Againe, hee doch noc-lay, This is fuch a 
acrifice as God requires, (though hee doe re- 
quire'ir too) but, Thisis fach a ſacritice as 
God is well-pleafed \ with. Ic is motive.e- 
nough to perſvwwade a good child to docthis 
orthat, jf jrbeazhing x ger yon = 
ther : Itis OY 

faithfull honeſt-heanted pa ro: "hee a 
ching, to tell E—_ witl pleaſe your Ma- 


ſter ; It is enovghr'to' porivvade. any. good| 


ſubic@-to dor char, ico afſore him 


the thing crit pics bs Saver Iris 
otive Soar (0.2 promrmmonrya | 


ſwade him to dee good and 'commncare;;co 
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| good work, tharis pleaſing, to God;:there 


ee an ed 
” 


[a facrifice acceptable! to God, Take theſe 
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j God, his'works canmnever pleaſe him. ; 


| Chriſt; chis 5s hee, in whom I an Tell pleaſed. The 


iS\more required then ſo, to:make a ſacri- 
fice acceptable to.God, 

- There 1s: ſomething required in the doer; 
| and, There is ſomewhat required in: the 

thing done. D: 51 : 
| -+Thergis ſomewhat requiredin the-doer, | 
| Firſt, hee muſt be in Chriit, char will offer 


Rules - « q 
Firſt, .If the perſon of a.man;plcaſe nor 


accepted Abel, and bis ſacrifice : Abel: firſt, and then 

his lacrifice- God neveracceptsamans offer. 
ing; till firſt hee accept of uts-perſon.. Now 
God accepts. of no mans perſon, ! bit in} 


Apoſtle calls Chriſt, the:Sonne of Gogs love, and 
thore are none thattver God: loves; bur hee | 
loves them #ni his Sonne; the Some of bis love, 
Col-1, 13- ;Thatis one ground. - (7 
- Another is, Though:a-work be good as 
it comes fromche Spirit of God,” che Author. 
of all goodneſlc, yer it cannot come thorow 


| our fingers, buc-wee ſoyle it: All ow righteay- | 
od ſlonls-be | 
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exctreme t0 marke What is done amuſſe, in ourdeſt| 
works, Þho were able to abide it ? 'Even asthieof- 
fering of the children of Iſrael, it was called 
a holy offering ; yer as holy as it was, there 
was {ome iniquity in that holy offering ; but 
that was laid on Aaron;. and when hee barc 
the iniquity of all theother,the men and their 
workes were accepted. So it 1s here, the 
workes of a Chriltian man may be good 
workes, good in ſubſtance, becauſe they are 
works that God requires athis hands. Then 
they may be good in the fountaine, when | 
they ſpring from the Author of all. good- 
ny And good in the end, becauſethey are 


done to the glory of God, andthe good of % 


our brethren. Bur yetas there was ſomeini- 
quity did cleave to the holy offering ofthe 
children of [fracl, (as holy as it was) ſo there 
15 ſome iniquity cleaves to our good worke, 
how good ſoever it be: when thar iniqui- 
ty that cleaves to our workes js laid upon 
Chriſt, who #n bis cxme body' onthe tree, bare the 
iniquity of us all, then our perſons and workes 
are graciouſly accepted, and all the iniquity 
© [thatcleaves to our workes mercifully par-/ 
doned; This is the firſt thing, What 1s re- 
Ec quired 
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quired in the doer, to make his beneficence 
acceptable to God. 

Burt hcre isnorall, there is ſomcthing rc- 
quired in the thing done ; and thart I thall 
ſhew you in the remainder of the time, by 
Gods grace: And I ſhall lay ir down in foure 
Rules. 

The firſt isabout the end. And you muſt 
not wonder tharl begin at the end; for how- 
ſoever theend is the thing laſt attained, yer] 
ic is the thing firſt intended ir is the firſt 
thing 1n a mans intention. And beſides, God 
regards not ſo much quid, as propter quid, - not 
ſomuch what weedoe, as for what we doe. 
| A man may doe good worksforill cnds, and 
chen hee muſt not'look that God ſhould ac. 
cept them. Ir is theend that commends the 
ation, Now therc arc three ill cnds of do- 
ing good works. 

One cnd that ſome propound to them. 
ſelves in doing-good works, is, to make ſa- 
tisfacion to divine 1uſtice, for the fins they 
have committed. The Apoſtle would have 
us doe good works for neceſſary uſes; but 
God never appointed this uleof good works. | 
Our good works may be rokcns of our ſecret | 
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our future happineſſe; bur ro'think that 
doing good wee can make recompenſcand 
ſatisfaCtion to divine iuſtice, and appeaſe 
the infinite wrath of God for ſinne, before 


not- able to ſtand, it is a ſenſleſſe and grace- 
leſle fancie; tending muchtothediſhonour 
of Chriſt, and thar all-fufficienc ſatisfaRion 
that hee hath made for the ſinnes of the 
world, when hee offered up his fleſh a /acy;- 
fice of « ſweet ſmelling /avany to God, Thar isone 
ill end, oF 

Secondly, ſome propound anotherend, 
thatis, to merit cternall blifſe by-it : And our 
Engliſh men, Rhemilſts;Romilb, Engliſh men 
by birth , and Rhemiſts by education, arid 
Ronitſh by profeſſion, oft times ſtand coir, 
ro pfove that good works are truly and pro- 
perly meritorious , ex even of 


hee ſhould nor give heaven to our good 


the-which the very Angels themſelves are | 


condignity : In ſo much, fay-rhey, it their | 
| Comment upon Heb.6. Good works are fo | 
farre meritorious, that God were uniuſt if 


-— aan 


predeſtination, they may be fore-rokens of | 
by | 
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works; hce were uniuft, if hee ſhould not | 
yeild'teavento our good works. This is the | 
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onely place whercin they can findthename 
of merit;; onely becauſc the vulgar Latinc 


- | hath it; and they doc in this place ſtand to 


provethe Dorine of Merit,upon that word 
+ S#Y 

Give mee leave a little to ſhew you, that 
good works cannot be meritorious: I will 
give you theſe reaſons. 

Oae principall condition ina meritorious 
work is this, It muſt be done by a mansſelfe 
Howv can a man be ſaid to merit any thing by 
a work that himſclfe doth not, but another 
doth it by him, orin him ? Now,you know, 

there is no good work that wee doe of 'our 
ſelves, God works all our good works in us, 


* | Hark how the faithfull prayin the Propher, | 


| Lord, thou baſt Wronght all our works in us, [fi,26. 
12, Our new tranſlation reads, #: «4, our old, 
for us » The word in the Originall will beare 
either che one or the other; take it as you will, 
in 3, or for 1s, God hath wrought the work, 
Loyd, thou haſt wrought all eur Works in 4, and for us, 

Firſt of all, iris from'Gods grace that we 
are cnabledto doc good works, what works 
ſocver they be, it is grace that enablethus to 
doe them, And then, when weare enabled, 
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chem both ourability, and our willingnefle 
tro doe good, are from God, Look how the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 (,r-8. ſaith he there, T would 
-have you know the grace that 14 beſtowed on the Church 
of Macedonia, The grace that was beſtowed 
on them, what grace was that? You may ſce 
in the rwo next Verſes , nothing elſe but 
their willing bounty, even above their pow- 
cr, to doc good; For, ſaiththe Apoſtle, Verl.3. 
to their power, T beare them record, yea (quorth. hee) 
above their pawer : There was the grace that | 


rodoegood, 


wee muſt ſhout as the people, Zech. 4.2, and 
cry,Grace, grace,untoit, Doubletheword, Grace, 
Grace, Grace1n enabling us, and grace in tma- 
king us willing tao : All is of God: So if a 
man doe a good work, hee is more indebted 
toGodforir, God is not indebted to him, 
but hee to God in making him able; and he| 
is, indebted to grace, for making him wil- 
ling ; hee. can meric nothing, ; 


it is from grace that weeare willing to doe | 


was beſtowed on them, they were willing | 


So then, have wee ability to doe good, it; 
is of grace: have wee willing hearts to doe 
good, itis of grace, Doe wethenany good, | 
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rious; Tprove itthus: There mult be ſome 


and the reward'that is given of condipoity. 


Then mark a ſecond Reaſon; how good 


works cannot be mcritoriousy Merit is Opus 
indebittm, it is abovea mans deſert; itisa work 


that if not due, that a man is not bound to 


doc; for aman can meric nothing by doing 


tharthar hee is bound to doe alreadyt hee | 


ſhould rranſgreflc, if hee did not doe it; but 
hee merits nothing by doing that that hee 
ſtands bound in many bonds to doe already. 
Doth the Maſter thank his ſervant for doing 
that that is commanded, Lake 15, 9; Eve /o, 
(ſaich hee) when you have done all you can, ſay, We 
are wprofitableforvants,' If wee will merit any 
thingar Gods hands, wee mult doe fome- 
what that wee are not bound to doe. I;but 


how farrefhortcome wee in the things we 
doe, of thatthat wee are boundto doe? we | 


are {or farre from doing more, that when we 
have done all wee can, wee are unprofita- 
ble ſervants. How much more unprofica- 
ble, ſaith Jeome, when wee come {ſhort of 
that which God hath commanded ? 
Thirdly, good works cannot be merit6- | 


ton between thework that is done, 
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Now pray, conlider bur what thav ri 
isthat God hath promiſed ; not according to 
theworthinelſle of our warks;you mult nor 
chink fo but of faich,of freemercy hee hath 
| promiſed areward : And: what isir > Look 
in 2 Gr.4.17. ſcewhatiris, the A 
there, a fare wore exceeding, eternal weight of glo- 
ry. Theſe light, monentauy afflidfons;laith hee, pro- 
cure to 146-4 farre more exceeding, eternal 
gary, Mark; Firſt, icis glory that Godhath 
promiſed for a reward. Secondly, itismorc 
chen ſoit ia weight of glory.” Nay yermiore 
chen ſo,itisancternall weight of glory. Nay 
yerfurther, att excceding, crernall weight of 
'glory. Sofarre our Eagliſhcan, carryiie;| bur 
gur Engliſh cannot carry it ſo farre as the 


[The Apoſtle coold not tellwharto make of 
it, ic wds ſo much: Hemade/as muchas he 
could, A:glory, a weight of glory, arveter- 


nall, an exceeding eternall wenghr of: glory, 
2r- of glory. 
Ltd 


an: exceeding exceeding veig 
can; be þcrween a little-poore remporall (or- 


Now I would ask, I pray, what 


vice thac wee doe;. and fach an eternall;ex-] 
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' Greek, for there it is, an excecding exceeding, | 


. | crediogJexcecding crernall weight of glory?! 
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1 willfayno more'concerning this point of 
. Lerusnever talk of merits, they were-all 
loſt-inthe firſt Adam, we loſt all merit in him : 
Lergracealonereigne in Ghrift, Let us ſay 
with Berurd, My merit is the. Lords mercy. 
Let mc have no merit,thart will exclude grace: 
and, ſaith hee; there is: no place for-grace to 
enter in, when merit hath caken up all the 
roomebeforeit comes.: Thereforethat is no 


% 


right:end. {04d 2 L355 
Thirdly,therce is athird end that ſome pro» 
pound of doing good; thar is, glory from 


men.  Vaine-men ſeck vain-glory. : Thus did 
the' Phariſces,  they:vyould:doca great deale 


of good, but they would doeit ſothatthey 
might beſecn of men to docir. Andindecd, 
it 15 awfull for men.to beſcen'to doc good, 
and our Lord wonld have us foto d8cgood, 
that wee may be ſeen of men rodoeit, to 
let our light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee ow 
200d works, and glorifie our Father which is im begven. 
If yoube afraid of SpeRators, you ſhall have 
no Imitators. If there be none to ſee you, 
there will be none to follow you. It js law- 


men 
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that Eatay oLopacs fe oing good works. 


chings y < Flor of God mult berhe 
end,ro which all things'muſt be referred : Of 
| bin, and through him, are all things; to bimbe glory for 


ever andever. And we cannotbring greater glo- | 
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 ryro-God, and his holy Truth: metDelighon 
I works, and ſec heuy 


Wouyoumal your beneficenteand good 
| warks that you Horrowardyohr poore viſi- 
ced brethren, pleaſing and ac lero God? 
doc them to a right end, ro Gods glory, and 

I comeroa S Role. the fornies was| 
aboke the End, theſecond isabourthe Foun- 
taine, from whence ourgood works muſt 
hay And whaviethat 2: pb” | 
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full hearr. by latin an | 
which isa ola work,"it muſt be corps 
othniqnorance;i .if you feed ahutgry mans, 
it anc out of pity of his: miſcry«; The di- 
ſtribation of our ods to the 
counted a work of chariry, and ſo ita ;great 


you would account thata great workot cha- 


e a man 


rity'; bur ſuppol: 


ty. For,mark the Apoſtles-ſpeech, 1 Cor.23 
i (uhthe pail) hal hin Sto 


the poore, and 
alchateverhe hach to the poorc,and yerha 
nd. - becauſc.thart:wwhich hee. 


choies nocfrain acharkabls, Co 


hecectb on brthat hs 
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work of charity; ita mari ſhoulddoe'ias Za | 
chews made an offer, give haffe his goods to the poore, 
and if Theve wronged w1y man; will reftat i foate-fld, 


give all his | 
the pes | 


ſolulenewark of charity, An Polurk chari- | 
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mas Gomes arc Kone; 
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IF were mn Tide woe my 
CE ?.Job 30.25. The worksthar | 
a man doth, Ui hee vill materhem apheing 
and e facrifice ro God, they-mu 
come out of a fellovy. wry res 
neceſlities.” 

.Itislaid ofour bleſſed Saviourin 
cures, He went abonr doi doing good, CT inrm i 
his whole. life was —_— A 
a de Cott = 
| whaty ou umrthe Goſpel, | 
#8 bor 27pm. un ©. <r 
poo weareworks of charity; andthathe hid, 
E: - hadid iromo? compaiion anche Serip- 
| curetiotes itco us,thar iewas out of compa 
| on. hedid it.Letme ſhewy fornefor example. 
| "Our bleſſed Lordvletn {and ir} | 

was out of very affion tothem that hee | 
cleanſed them, the Scriprare obſerves it fo,: 
\Iefort had compaſritne on them,- md fail, 7 will, be thon| 
chane, Mark.1.41, Inanovher lace wee find, 1 
they brought many-ſick re: ; andvar| 
Lord laid his hands on chern,and heledabions 
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paſsion.iti'Chriſt, and thar thar hee vennly! 
have; 0s.to ſhew to our brethren; it is fram 
the; bowels. Thevefore:MriiBeza tranſiaces 
shc word, (heknowes not how ro-cxpreſlt 
ic in gne veoed; ſorinulF be nn invradncnl. 


cepor mine  bucehinoaltcf=-rhod 75 
done of picy.and compaſrionand tender- 
neſſc ofhcart-cotheir'mitery.- 1& wwe would: 
bavc'qar ſacrificeofbcnchicenceacceptable 
and pleafingro'God; cherearerwd ;hing3ia' 
benehcencegih: good; theinward affe- 
Rion of: the yas EY 9 oy, of the 
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| Good yvorksmult bkedone with nr ang 
| is our6ine/ tris a-ficrifice; hors, 
and wee muſt nor offer in ſacrificezo:God, 
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|ic coft me noching, I will not offeritco 


MESthronl Aon tonree t neem 
—_— ſhall nor. 


| moos fers him,Nay, 
rd this, and ES 


; by "offering, and I will-give my thr 


[ will give wheat for 2 mcat-offeri 
giveall,l will give, faith hee. No, ſauh Dad 
[ wilktake nothing of git, I will noc offer to 
God any thing that coſt me nothing, nay, it 


but | will buy icata price, andthen [ will of 

fer itto God. We may notoffer to God that 
chatcoſt us nothing, bur char that coſtus la- 

bour, and induſtry, and the ſwear of oyr 
brows; that that we have gotten by hard [a- 

bour and paines in our Ka 4 at come, 
and it is welcome to Gad, God cannot be 
pleaſed with a mocking ſacrifice. I pray,vwho 
would becontented to be mocked ? The ſon 
of Syrah, Beclns.3.4,18, hee tells us, that he that 
offers an unrighteous ſacrifice, of uarighte- 

ous goods, hee offrs a mocking ſacrifice ro 
:Itis a mocking ſacrifice, _ will God 
be pleaſed to be mocked ? why, our fel ves 
would ner, ſaith Gregoy. Whatſoever in, qur | 


ſacrificethart weofferto Godis ill gotten, itis| | 
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| And that which ve read in Mat:6.1. Taktheed 


and hee faith withall, that in rwvo of the an-| 
 cienteſt Greek copies that hee Harh, ir is fo. 
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what obſervable! hatin 
ure ouralmeſ-deeds are called righ- 
, our beneficencers' called righte- 
ouſneſſein many places in'Scriprure; The good 
man is ad lendeth £2 c, He ſexttereth abyoad, 
bis riobteenfneſſt endurerh for e- 
ver - tharis, his alateſ deeds. jul. 12,9, Arid 
che Apoſtle prayesfor the (orinthians;that God 
would pleafero increaſe the fruits &6f their 
righteouſhefſe;,2{Porvg.to./ rharis, their benes 
ficence ; beheficenceiscalted righreouſneſſe,: 


that'yon dot ot your almer before men, the vulgar La: | 
cite readsit, Take berd that you doe not dot your righ- 
before men Maſter Brza reads ic ſo'too ; 


Thterpreter reads it fo too, Take 


heed that you toe ot "your Tightron/nefſe before men, 
' Nay, T-hall rayon more, chat CthrHlt hee 
lookedin onthem that | or calt money in 
che Treaſury Now what wasthat ? It was 
acheſterchedoo (as your pooretmenShox) 
in which they yt oak ro — "As 
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they paſſed by ourofche/Temple: And this 
the Hebrewes called, The of xigheeouſ. 
neſle; not the cheſt of mercy; or of hyriry, 
but of righteauſneſle, es © jy 

Why fheuld our almeGdecdsbecalled righ- | 
tooulneſle 2 

Leould give you many reaſons, bur lexchis 
ſufficenov atthisrime, Becauſe God would 
have that to be rightcouſly brought io, thar 
is-charicably laid our: we muſt lay nothing 
charicably out, but that which is firl righte- 
oully-brought in : char muſt be laid out to. 

good uſes;thar is gotten by gaod meanes; ler 
it be rightcouſly gotren, and then ic will bea| 
f hats, pleaſing 4 acceptable ro Gad. Thar! 
lsany third Rule: Ir-muſt be our-owne thar 
we 
pe: fourth and laſt Rule, that I wwill To 
name to-you, is this, abourthe manner; char 
ic muſt þe done cheerfully, The firſt Rule 
was about the End, It muſt be donotoa hound 
end, The ſecond Rule was about theFoun- 
caine Whence jr muſtflowvw, A pintfall heart. 
The third Rulc was aboutthe Mater or Subs 
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4 with” alacricy and chcerfulnefle. | 
| And thischeerfulncſſe muſt appeare, firlh, 
il in the countenance ; A man muſt not give 
| with an angry, unwilling countenance. 
| Thenit muſt appeare in the words of a 
man; for a man may peradventure undoe a 
good work, with ill words; hee may bring , 
a blemiſh on a good work, with ill words. 
Fair words are as an boney«comb, ſweetneſſe to the ſoul, | 
and health to the bones. As there muſt be com. 
A | paſſion and bowels, ſo there mult be grace | 
F 4 and favourin the lips, A good word fome- 


times may doe moregood then a good deed, 
'to cheere and comfort a poore ſoule, and re- 
'vIve i. | | 

Thirdly our cheerfulneſſe muſt be ſhevved | 
by our ſpeedy giving ; hee gives tvvice, that 
- gives quickly; anda man blemiſheth his good 

uk vyork,thar delayes it. There is ſo much raken | | 
k | from the vvorth of every vvork, by hovv 
| much-it ſticks longer in the fingers of him | 
| [chat doth ic. 
Novy you ſee, brethren, 'hovy you may | 


| make good vvorks pleaſing and acceptable 
IF God: Yourperſons mult be iſ hrilt, | 
| pry you muſt have a good End; youmult 
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not. propound to. your ſelves, ta.make fari(- 
fab to divine iuſtice, or to mefit etcrnall 
blifle, or to think thereby to be ſcen of men, 
for-vait-glory and popularity; but yourend 


good. And then, this mult low out of api- 
rifull heart, Pro,14, 21, Hee that hath pity on the 
pow, bleſſed is bee. Hee ſaith hor, He that gives 
ro thepoore; yet he would nar have ita bar- 
ren, fruicleſle pity , but the mcaning is this, 
Hee that pities the poore, and gives out of pi- 
ty, bleflced is he. Then again,it muſt be your 
owne that you give. itmuſt not be a burnt- 
offering of goods-gotten by rapinc, and by 
ill meanes. | 

| Then laſtly, it muſt be done with cheer- 
fulneſſe, cheerfulneſſe ſhewed in the coun- 
renance, in words, in ſpecdinefſe and readi- 
neſlc to give.- If is be thus, then it is a ſacri- 
fice acceptable to God. 


ſucha facrifice as-this; you ſhall be ſure of 
a reward atthe hand of God: Though hot 


| for the merit of the work, (away with merit, 


talk nct of that) yet you ſhall have a reward, 
| Swough the free mercy of God in Chrilt. 
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muſt be. Gods- glory, and your brethrens | 


Nay, I will goc further, God will reward| 
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©... | mine boye; meat for the reliefe of the Levites, 


Thar is loſt, you fay, thar is beſtowed on 
{ at nachankfull- perſon; but, as Lather ſaith, 

1faman willnordoe good anleſſehecan find 
2 thankfull man, let him lo her world 
rodoc it in, this is not a world forhim; if 
oft of ten give thanks, it is enough? ic was 
ſo wich Chrilt,,one Leper comes of ten , but 
 yetthough mcn proveunthankfull they will 
net ſeemeto requite; though.meri forget, yet 
our good God will not forget. Hark what 
Gith the Prophet, Mal. 3. 10, Bring ing yee all the 
_-. | tithes into the ſtore-houſe, that there maybe wieat in 


"| nid ſo forthe poore; for there went pare that 
Way t0O ; that there may be meat in mine boxfe, and 
try me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Flofts, if I will 
not open youthe windowes of beaven, and poure you ont a 
blefsing from thence, Try me : Beloved brethren, 
you have tried many men, and you have 
made venwres, ſome $62, to the furtheſt 
parts of the world ; ſome have made ven- 
rures in this Kingdome; and you daretruft 
this man and char man with youreſtates and 


$,and it may be ſome have cozened you 
of a great deale, this may be loft, Mis deceit- 


full on the weights, lighter then vanity it Jelfe; ba 
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truſt God with ſomewhat, venture ſome- | 
what to heaven: you venture in giving tothe 
poore, you make ita hazard; but you never 
make ſo ſafe a regurn of any commodity in the 
world,as that that you giveto your brethren. 

Riches we call the muck of the world, I 
would we did account it ſo as wecall it, the 
muck of the world, May I give you a ſimule 
from your ſelves; A hcapof muck asit lies in 
the yardit doth no good, but carry it abroad 
into your paſture fields, and ſpread it,.and 
you find the benefit of jr: Thy it is, as long 
as your money and your goods lie heaped 
with you, it doth no good; carry it abroad | 
and difperle ir, as the Scripture ſaith, Fe hath} 
diſperſed and given to the poore, Pfal. 112. ir is taken 
from dung ſpreadin the ficld ; lay ic out upon 
your poor brethren;and look for an increaſe; 
if you have it not in this life,affure your ſelves 
you ſhall have ir in the lifeto confe; if you 
have it not in outward bleſſings, you ſhall be 
enriched in grace here, and in glory hereafter. 
To which the Lord bring you, for his ſake that 
| hath dearly purchaſed ic for you, Ieſus Chriſt 
he rightcous. Amen. 
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